




Eleven
The Undergraduate Journal of Sociology

Created By UndergradUates at the

University of California, Berkeley

Volume 4      2015 



Editor-in-Chief
Souma Kundu 

Managing Editors
Emily Cramer and Wailam Wong

Associate Editors
Brian Castelloe, Sean Khalifehzadeh, Nancy Liao, Zachary Raden, Verenice Ramirez

Director of  Public Relations
Anna Zhao

Public Relations Team
Jessica Tarlton

Undergraduate Advisor
Cristina Rojas, and Seng Saelee

Faculty Advisor
Michael Burawoy

Cover Artist
Nazar Akhverdyan

Eleven: The Undergraduate Journal of  Sociology, Vol. 4, 2015, is the annual 
publication of  Eleven: The Undergraduate Journal of  Sociology��D�QRQ�SURÀW�XQLQFRUSRUDWHG�
association at the University of  California, Berkeley.

Grants and Financial Support:�7KLV�MRXUQDO�ZDV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�E\�JHQHURXV�ÀQDQFLDO�
support from the Department of  Sociology at the University of  California, Berkeley.

Special Appreciation: We would also like to additionally thank: Rebecca Chavez, Carlo 
'DYLG��6RÀH�*DUGHQ��&KULVWRSKHU�0RUDQ��$QGUHD�6HTXHLUD��%HOLQGD�:KLWH��7DPDU�
Young, and the Department of  Sociology at the University of  California, Berkeley.

Contributors: Contributions may be in the form of  articles and review essays. Please 
VHH�WKH�*XLGH�IRU�)XWXUH�&RQWULEXWRUV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI �WKLV�LVVXH�

Review Process: Our review process is double-blind. Each submission is given a 
QXPEHU�DQG�DOO�UHYLHZHUV�DUH�VXSSOLHG�D�VSHFLÀF�UHYLHZ�QXPEHU�SHU�HDFK�VXEPLVVLRQ��,I �
an editor is familiar with any submission, she or he declines review. Our review process 
ensures the highest integrity and fairness in evaluating submissions. Each submission is 
read by three trained reviewers.

Subscriptions:�2XU�OLPLWHG�SULQW�YHUVLRQ�RI �WKH�MRXUQDO�LV�DYDLODEOH�ZLWKRXW�IHH��,I �
\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�PDNH�D�GRQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI �IXWXUH�LVVXHV��SOHDVH�LQTXLUH�
at eleven.ucb@gmail.com. An online version of  this volume as well as all past journals 
can be found on our website www.eleven.berkeley.edu”
 
Copyright © 2015 Eleven: The Undergraduate Journal of  Sociology unless otherwise 
noted.



Editor’s Note 1
Souma Kundu

“Soldiers” and Skulls”: Understandings of  Addiction and Stigma  2
Among Drug Users and Drinkers  
Alexandra Matthews 

7KH�5HLÀFDWLRQ�RI �/LEHUDO�'HPRFUDF\� 48
,\OD�2OOLQJHU

Co-opting Civil Resistance: The Depoliticization of   56
Mainstream Ameriacn Hip-Hop
Dana Maier-Zucchino

In Pursuit of  the Universal: A Bourdieusian Perspective on the 88
Free Speech Movement 
Souma Kundu and Wailam Wong
 
Notes on Contributors 98

Guide for Future Contributors 99

“The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways;
the point, however, is to change it.”

–Karl Marx, “XI” from “Theses on Feuerbach”

Created By UndergradUates at the

University of California, Berkeley

Eleven
The Undergraduate Journal of Sociology

Volume 4      2015 





(/(9(1��7+(�81'(5*5$'8$7(�-2851$/�2)�62&,2/2*< 1

EDITOR’S NOTE

 ,W�LV�ZLWK�JUHDW�SOHDVXUH�WKDW�ZH�LQWURGXFH�WKH�IRXUWK�YROXPH�RI �(OHYHQ��7KH�
Undergraduate Journal of  Sociology. We would like to thank the University of  
California Berkeley, Department of  Sociology for its generous support and for the 
H[FHOOHQFH�RI �WKH�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�SURJUDP�WKDW�HQULFKHV�DQG�QXUWXUHV�WKH�LQTXLVLWLYH�
minds of  students, making Eleven possible.
       This journal was founded upon the promise to recognize exceptional 
undergraduate work and to invite young sociologists to participate in the academic 
FRPPXQLW\�RI �OLIHORQJ�OHDUQHUV��(OHYHQ�FRQWLQXHV�WR�IXOÀOO�WKLV�SURPLVH�E\�FHOHEUDWLQJ�
individual authors for their contributions as well as encouraging further dialogue and 
LQTXLU\�DPRQJVW�LWV�UHDGHUV��,Q�HIIRUWV�WR�IXOO\�PHHW�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI �EHLQJ�DQ�
undergraduate voice, starting with this volume, Eleven has expanded its publication 
to include short theoretical papers and social commentaries as well. This expansion 
KDV�EHHQ�FDUHIXOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�DPRQJVW�WKH�HGLWRULDO�ERDUG�IRU�TXLWH�VRPH�WLPH��DQG�
together it was decided that there is merit not only to original research, but also 
to original interpretation and new theoretical conversations. We must acknowledge 
the potential of  our audience and foster a culture of  inclusion and accessibility of  
the knowledge that we aim to gather. As a publication built upon Marx’s “Eleventh 
7KHVLVµ��ZH� FRQWLQXH� WR� UHÁHFW�RQ�RXU� DELOLW\� WR�PRYH�EH\RQG� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV� WR�
incite actual change. Our success is unlikely to be measured simply in our actions as a 
publication, but in the actions of  our readers, and authors, whose scholarship creates 
resultant waves of  secondary thought and actions. 
 We begin this volume with Alexandra Matthews’ piece on drug users, addiction 
ideologies, and the interaction between users and discursive power structures that 
WKH\� HQFRXQWHU��7KLV� VWXG\� H[HPSOLÀHV� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI � TXDOLWDWLYH� UHVHDUFK�E\�
LQWHJUDWLQJ�XVHU�QDUUDWLYHV�DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQWR�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�DGGLFWLRQ�GLDORJXH��,\OD�
Ollinger problematizes the rhetoric and recruitment strategies employed by a popular 
political action campaign: Rock the Vote. Her analysis highlights how these particular 
strategies can isolate voting as a singular action that separates voters from the historic 
FRQWH[W�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FRQVHTXHQFH�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�SKHQRPHQRQ�FDOOHG�UHLÀFDWLRQ��,Q�
our third paper, Dana Maier-Zucchino illustrates the historical depoliticization of  
hip-hop: an industry’s erosion of  socially conscious music production as well as 
WKH�SHUSHWUDWLRQ�RI � LQYLVLELOLW\�DPRQJVW�FHUWDLQ�JURXSV�RI �DUWLVWV��2XU�ÀQDO�SDSHU�
FHOHEUDWHV� WKH� ��WK� DQQLYHUVDU\� RI � WKH� )UHH� 6SHHFK� 0RYHPHQW� LQ� DQ� HVVD\� FR�
authored by my managing editor Wailam Wong and myself  as a critical examination 
RI �WKH�UROH�RI �LQWHOOHFWXDOV�GXULQJ�WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�RQ�%HUNHOH\�FDPSXV��
This paper is a theoretical analysis of  the stances of  several professors using Pierre 
%RXUGLHX·V�WKHRU\�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI �LQWHOOHFWXDOV�DQG�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG�
 We hope that this journal brings you the same great pleasure to read that it has 
brought to our publication to print and share. May it encourage conversation and 
GHHS�WKRXJKW��DQG�IRU�HYHU\�TXHVWLRQ�LW�DQVZHUV��PD\�LW�LQVSLUH�D�WKRXVDQG�PRUH�

Souma Kundu, 
Eleven Editor-in-Chief



Abstract
,Q�WKH�PLG�����V��WKH�VKLIW�IURP�FULPLQDOL]DWLRQ�WR�PHGLFDOL]DWLRQ�RI �DGGLFWLRQ�
DQG�RWKHU�VRFLDO�LVVXHV�VKLIWHG�WKH�SDUDGLJPV�XVHG�IRU�GHEDWLQJ�GHÀQLWLRQV�DQG�
treatment methods for addiction and substance abuse (Rosenbaum 1995). The 
GHEDWH�FRQVWDQWO\�DWWHPSWV�WR�GHÀQH�GUXJ�XVHUV�DV�D�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�GUXJ�XVH�
as a deviant behavior for which a regime of  normalization must be prescribed, 
becoming a discursive tool that perpetuates existing power relations. This mode 
RI �GRPLQDWLRQ�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�0LFKHO�)RXFDXOW·V�WKHRU\�RI �WKH�VKLIW�WRZDUGV�
disciplinary society. Some users are normalized, becoming productive and 
HIÀFLHQW�PHPEHUV�RI �VRFLHW\��GHVFULEHG�E\�RQH�UHVHDUFK�VXEMHFW�DV�´VROGLHUV�µ�
Others are pushed to society’s margins as a deviant subculture and regarded as 
subhuman, or “skulls,” as another respondent put it. Regardless of  the outcome, 
drug users, drinkers, addicts, and alcoholics are pulled out of  social and personal 
contexts and labeled by the isolated condition of  their drug use. 
The proliferation of  this discussion is a central feature of  the power relations 
that govern pleasure, drug and alcohol use, and the place users occupy in society. 
Most importantly, this discourse is constituted without the perspectives of  users 
themselves. Rather, experts such as policy makers, researchers, and medical 
SURIHVVLRQDOV�GHÀQH�WKH�WHUPV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�GUXJ�XVH�DQG�DGGLFWLRQ�LV�GLVFXVVHG��
framing the subject primarily as either a disease or a form of  criminal deviance. 
This dichotomy between criminalized and medicalized behavior, however, is just 
one of  the discursive frames that permeates users’ daily lives and constructs a 
QH[XV�RI �FRQVWDQWO\�VKLIWLQJ�ODEHOV�DQG�GHÀQLWLRQV�

Keywords
addiction, power relations, domination, individual agency 

“Soldiers” and “Skulls”: 
Understandings of  
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INTRODUCTION
          This study aims to integrate user voices into the addiction discussion 
ÀUVW�E\�VHHNLQJ�WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�FDXVHV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�RI �
addiction, a loaded term that straddles medical and criminal paradigms 
of  understanding substance use. This study examines users’ relationships 
with the power systems that these discursive terms construct. Through 
discussions of  the term ‘addiction’ and other ideas about substance use 
DQG�WUHDWPHQW��XVHUV�DUWLFXODWH�WKH�LGHRORJLHV�WKDW�KDYH�LQÁXHQFHG�WKHLU�
perspectives, the effects of  these paradigms on their daily life, and their 
consciousness of  the power structures exerted through these discourses. 
,QGLYLGXDO�H[SODQDWLRQV�DQG�VWRULHV�RI �GUXJ�XVH�EHFRPH�FUXFLDO�FRXQWHU�
narratives for users when they are confronted with these power structures. 
,�DOVR�H[DPLQH�WKH�PHFKDQLVPV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�$OFRKROLFV�$QRQ\PRXV�
(AA) and similar institutions may serve as tools users wield to navigate 
these discursive power structures. 
         Research on substance use disorder treatment has suggested that 
identity and self-image are crucial aspects of  individual strategies for 
negotiating the process of  recovery, which is why a fuller picture of  these 
LVVXHV�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�LQ�WKLV�ÀHOG��)XUWKHUPRUH��
the tension between focus on the individual versus the environment that 
surrounds each user has a salient presence in the drugs debate, treatment 
VHWWLQJV��DQG�VRFLHW\�DW�ODUJH��,W�DGGLWLRQDOO\�FRQIURQWV�WKH�LVVXH�RI �
individual agency that underpins these discourses. Addressing both users’ 
FDXVDO�WKHRULHV�RI �DGGLFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�IDFWRUV�WKDW�LQÁXHQFHG�
their conclusions adds an important dimension to research on substance 
use, recovery, and society. 
� )LQDOO\��WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI �WKH�XVHUV�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�OHQW�
itself  to additional conclusions about the hierarchies that are imposed 
through these power relations. Participants were sampled through two 
disparate contacts and therefore, the two groups shared little in common 
other than their experiences using drugs and alcohol. The comparison of  
the two groups demonstrated the potential effects of  social background and 
demographic factors on users’ experiences of  the discourse and domination 
exerted over them.  

&ODULÀFDWLRQV
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 This study is not an evaluation of  abstinence, harm reduction, 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), the 12-step model, or any other drug and 
alcohol use and abuse philosophy, treatment program, or ideology, though 
LW�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKHLU�LPSRUWDQFH�DV�XQLWV�RI �DQDO\VLV��,QVWHDG�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�
problematizes the existing discourse, particularly the generalizations 
associated with explanations for drug use and addiction and the absence of  
users’ voices. 
� ,Q�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI �$$��VRPH�VXEMHFWV�ZKR�ZHUH�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP�
felt defensive, and that at least in the realm of  harm reduction, the program 
has been under attack. This study does not endorse AA or any other 
treatment program as a solution for every person who suffers from drug 
or alcohol problems, nor does it suggest that any particular response to 
addiction and substance abuse is ineffective. Rather, participant responses 
simply helped illuminate the program’s role as an institutional means of  
navigating power relations. 
 Though this study aims to problematize the generalizations associated 
ZLWK�WKH�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�GLVFRXUVH��IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI �FRQYHQLHQFH��,�ZLOO�XVH�
single words or phrases to refer to some entities with multiple dimensions. 
Subjects all described their use and their recovery in idiosyncratic ways, 
ZKHWKHU�WKH\�GHÀQHG�WKHPVHOYHV�H[FOXVLYHO\�DV�DOFRKROLFV��GUXJ�DGGLFWV��RU�
simply falling into no category with regards to their drug use. Nevertheless, 
,� ZLOO� IUHTXHQWO\� HPSOR\� WKH� WHUP� ´XVHUµ� WR� UHIHU� WR� P\� VXEMHFWV� PRUH�
JHQHUDOO\��7KH�RQH�UHTXLUHPHQW�IRU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�
individual had or was currently using or abusing drugs and alcohol, so the 
term “user” is most applicable to these individuals, as they all used drugs or 
DOFRKRO�DW�VRPH�SRLQW�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��,�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�PRUDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI �
using such a general term to refer to this group of  people, particularly in the 
FRQWH[W�RI �DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�)RXFDXOGLDQ�UHJLPHV�RI �GLVFLSOLQDU\�SRZHU�WKDW�
VXUURXQG�WKHP��$GGLWLRQDOO\��,�ZLOO�RIWHQ�UHIHU�EDFN�WR�WKH����VWHS�SURJUDPV�
that my respondents participated in as AA, or to these respondents as 
AA participants. Although many of  them participated in other programs 
such as Narcotics Anonymous (NA) or Cocaine Anonymous (CA), not all 
did. However, all 12-step participants did at least take part in AA, so that 
program is a convenient way of  referencing those subjects who were using 
the 12 steps to remain abstinent.

/,7(5$785(�5(9,(:
D��7KH�'HEDWH·V�'HÀQLQJ�,GHRORJLHV

� %HIRUH� ,�GHOYH� LQWR� WKH�PRUH� LQ�GHSWK� WKHRULHV� DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RI �
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substance abuse and addiction, it is important to provide a basic explanation 
RI � WKH� LGHRORJLHV� WKDW� GHÀQH� WKH� PDLQVWUHDP� VXEVWDQFH� DEXVH� GLDORJXH��
The ideologies that construct the substance use, addiction, and treatment 
debate present a basic framework for a sociological understanding of  the 
SRZHU�UHODWLRQV�H[LVWLQJ�DURXQG�XVHUV�DV�D�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH�ÀUVW�ZLGHVSUHDG�
dichotomy of  understanding drug use was the distinction between 
criminalized and medicalized understandings of  addiction (Rosenbaum 
1995). The former viewed it as a deviant behavior, originating from an 
individual and harming society as a whole, while the latter focused on the 
individual as a victim of  an internal but uncontrollable pathology and took 
a more sympathetic approach to addressing drug-related harm.
 Likewise, treatment ideologies are a fundamental way of  understanding 
the discursive regimes of  power at play in this domain. Abstinence or 
use reduction approaches to treatment view drug use itself  as the target 
in reducing drug-related harm and therefore implicitly view use itself  as 
something negative without which society would be better off  (Peele 2011). 
Harm reduction approaches the harm that emerges from use as the target 
RI �WUHDWPHQW�DQG�SROLF\�LQLWLDWLYHV��'UXJ�3ROLF\�$OOLDQFH��������,Q�GRLQJ�VR��
harm reduction differs from use reduction in that it does not begin from the 
assumption that drug use itself  is wrong but rather that it is possible to use 
without the negative effects such as disease, violence, or crime.

b. Theoretical Basis 
� 7KLV� UHVHDUFK� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� DSSOLFDELOLW\� RI � )RXFDXOGLDQ� SRZHU�
relations to interactions among users, treatment programs, and society at 
ODUJH�� )RXFDXOW·V� ������� GLVWLQFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� VRYHUHLJQ� DQG� GLVFLSOLQDU\�
VRFLHW\� DQG� WKH� YDULRXV� WHFKQLTXHV� RI � UHJXODWLQJ� GHYLDQFH� DQG� JHQHUDWLQJ�
populations is useful in analyzing the structures of  domination that surround 
drug users and drinkers.
� )RXFDXOGLDQ� GLVFLSOLQDU\� SRZHU� LV� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� WKH� WUDQVLWLRQ�
IURP�WKH�SXEOLF��SXQLWLYH��DQG�FRHUFLYH�PHDVXUHV�RQFH�XWLOL]HG�WR�GHÀQH�DQG�
FRQWURO�GHYLDQW�SRSXODWLRQV�WR�D�PRUH�VXEWOH�DQG�RPQLSUHVHQW�WHFKQLTXH�RI �
SRZHU��)RXFDXOW��������6SHFLÀFDOO\��)RXFDXOW�FRLQHG�WKH�WHUP�ELR�SRZHU�WR�
GHVFULEH�WKLV�QHZ�IRUP�RI �VRFLDO�FRQWURO��)RXFDXOW�������)RXFDXOW��������+H�
VXPPDUL]HG�WKH�FRQFHSW�LQ�WHUPV�RI �WZR�´SROHV�µ�WKH�ÀUVW�RI �ZKLFK�FHQWHUV�
on the production of  bodies into functional machinery of  the capitalist 
V\VWHP��)RXFDXOW������������7KH�VHFRQG��ZKLFK�LV�OHVV�FHQWUDO�WR�WKLV�VWXG\��
focuses on the body as the origin of  life and the reproduction of  productive 
economic bodies. 
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2QH�RI � WKHVH�SROHV³WKH�ÀUVW� WR�EH� IRUPHG�� LW� VHHPV³
centered on the body as a machine: its disciplining, the 
optimization of  its capabilities, the extortion of  its forces, 
the parallel increase of  its usefulness and its docility, 
LWV� LQWHJUDWLRQ� LQWR� V\VWHPV� RI � HIÀFLHQW� DQG� HFRQRPLF�
controls, all this was ensured by the procedures of  power 
that characterized the disciplines:  an anatomo-politics of  
the human body. 

� ,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKLV�WHFKQLTXH�RI �GRPLQDWLRQ�IRFXVHV�RQ�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�
the individual body into an economically productive subject, taking Marxist 
SRZHU�UHODWLRQV�WR�D�PRGHUQ�OHYHO�RI �HIÀFLHQF\��%LR�SRZHU�UHPDLQV�D�UHOHYDQW�
tool in understanding power throughout society, but is most concretely 
LOOXVWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI �GUXJ�XVHUV�DQG�GULQNHUV��,W�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�DSSDUHQW�LQ�
the sociological literature about methadone maintenance treatment (MMT), 
a practice which will be described in more detail starting on page seven. Bio-
power regulates pleasure by transforming it into a discourse that marks it as 
GHYLDQW��)RXFDXOW�������%RXUJRLV��������8VHUV�DUH�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�VXEMHFWV�
for normalization through the construction of  their behavior as that of  a 
GHYLDQW�VXEMHFW��WKH�´SUREOHP�GUXJ�XVHUµ��/OR\G������������,W�LV�WKURXJK�WKLV�
process that disciplinary power produces populations and individuals who 
conform to socio-cultural norms and are therefore reproduced as productive 
DQG�HIÀFLHQW�PHPEHUV�RI �VRFLHW\��)RXFDXOW��������
 Users and drinkers are heavily subject to this process, as their lifestyle 
presents a culture outside the realm of  this normalized society and a threat 
WR� WKH� RPQLSUHVHQFH� RI � GLVFLSOLQDU\� SRZHU�� 7UHDWPHQW� LV� D� WHFKQLTXH� WR�
remove that threat by creating a regime of  normalization. Treatment is 
therefore an additional, more explicit level of  the disciplinary power that 
already exists in users’ daily lives. Users are dominated at the implicit level 
VLPSO\�E\�WKHLU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�DV�D�SRSXODWLRQ�GHÀQHG�E\�GHYLDQFH��ZKLFK�PDUNV�
them as targets for this further level of  concrete domination in the form of  
treatment and the regulation of  their experiences of  pleasure. This doubling 
GRZQ�RI �GLVFLSOLQDU\�WHFKQLTXHV�RI �SRZHU�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�WDQJLEOH�IHDWXUHV�RI �
drug treatment programs: the constant surveillance, the regimented therapy, 
WKH�OD\HUHG�WHFKQLTXHV��DQG�ELRPHGLFDO�GLVFRXUVHV�WKDW�OHJLWLPL]H�WKH�VRFLR�
FXOWXUDO� LQÁXHQFHV� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH\� DUH� HQWUHQFKHG� �%RXUJRLV� ������� 7KH�
ideologies that underpin these programs are crucial to understanding how 
various concrete elements of  treatment programs, such as 12-step groups, 
psychosocial therapy, prescriptions, etc., constitute disciplinary power 
�%XUNH�DQG�&ODSS������³WKH�TXDOLWDWLYH�JRDOV� WKDW� OHJLWLPL]H�TXDQWLWDWLYH�

81'(567$1',1*6�2)�$'',&7,21�$1'�67,*0$�
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RQHV��WUDQVIRUPLQJ�ELRPHGLFDO�GLVFRXUVHV�LQWR�WHFKQLTXHV�RI �VRFLDO�FRQWURO��
,W� LV�KHUH� WKDW� VSHFLÀF� VWXGLHV�RI �GUXJ�XVHUV� LQ� WUHDWPHQW³ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�
discussed in more detail in the following sections—have been particularly 
useful for understanding the power relations at work. 
 Phillipe Bourgois and Jeffrey Schonberg’s ethnography not only 
VHUYHG�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI �WKH�DSSOLFDELOLW\�RI �)RXFDXOW·V�WKHRU\�LQ�ÀHOGZRUN�
on this topic but added another theoretical foundation as well. Bourgois 
and Schonberg’s theory of  lumpen abuse (Bourgois 2009), based on 
REVHUYDWLRQV� RI � KRPHOHVV� 6DQ� )UDQFLVFR� KHURLQ� DGGLFWV�� FRQVLGHUV� WKH�
effect of  biopower on Marx’s notion of  the lumpen proletariat. Bourgois 
DQG� 6FKRQEHUJ� HODERUDWH� RQ� WKLV� WKHRU\�� ´:H� GUDZ� RQ�0LFKHO� )RXFDXOW·V�
understanding of  power and normativity in order to better understand how 
the structural phenomenon of  lumpenization is enmeshed in symbolic 
YLROHQFHµ� �%RXUJRLV� ���������� ,Q� RWKHU� ZRUGV�� %RXUJRLV� DQG� 6FKRQEHUJ�
consider how the exertion of  power affects those who are not counted 
among the economically productive bodies subject to capitalist exploitation: 
those who Marx would have called the lumpen proletariat. This frame is 
fundamental in understanding the status of  drug users in society and will 
be explored in more detail in the following section of  this literature review, 
“Theory in Practice.”
� *LYHQ� WKH� ZD\� XVHUV� DUH�PDUNHG� DQG� GHÀQHG� E\� WKHLU� XVH� DQG� WKH�
PHDQLQJ�WKHVH�SRZHU�UHODWLRQV�HQGRZ�LW�ZLWK��(UYLQJ�*RIIPDQ·V�ZRUN�RQ�
stigma and facework is a similarly crucial theoretical base. The discursive 
FRQVWLWXWLRQ�RI � VXEVWDQFH� DEXVH� DV� D� VWLJPDWL]LQJ� DWWULEXWH� LV� D� WHFKQLTXH�
of  control capable of  discrediting individual users and rendering them 
OHVV�WKDQ�ZKROH��*RIIPDQ�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LGHD�RI �D�VWLJPDWL]HG�
person who is discredited versus one who is discreditable, that is to say, 
one whose stigmatizing attribute is readily visible as opposed to an attribute 
WKDW� FDQQRW� EH� VHHQ� E\� VLPSO\� ORRNLQJ� DW� D� SHUVRQ� �*RIIPDQ� ������� )RU�
example, because it is typically visible, sex can be a stigmatizing attribute 
that discredits individuals, while sexuality is not immediately evident and is 
therefore an attribute that renders individuals discreditable, not discredited. 
The fact that some attributes with potential to create stigma are not readily 
visible gives individuals opportunity to manage the stigma by hiding that 
characteristic altogether.
 The term ‘discreditable’ is more applicable to substance use and 
abuse as a stigmatizing attribute, as in general it is not a visual characteristic. 
However, there is variation in the extent to which users are capable of  hiding 
their use, and therefore a gap emerges between users who are discredited 
and those who are discreditable due to their substance use or abuse. This 
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perceptibility and stigma management form a fundamental frame for my 
results. 
� *RIIPDQ·V�WKHRU\�RI �IDFHZRUN��������LV�OLNHZLVH�D�PDMRU�SLHFH�RI �WKDW�
frame. Users can manage their stigma via the accumulation of  social capital 
RU�IDFH��DV�*RIIPDQ�GHVFULEHV�LW��,I �WKH�IDFH�WKH\�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�LV�EURNHQ²²
that is, they are revealed to have a stigmatizing attribute or characteristic 
VXFK� DV� D� ´EOHPLVK� RI � LQGLYLGXDO� FKDUDFWHUµ�*RIIPDQ� �������²²WKHUH� DUH�
means through which they may regain that social capital and step back into 
WKHLU�VRFLDOO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�IDFH��*RIIPDQ��������7KHVH�FRUUHFWLYH�SURFHVVHV�
are relevant in understanding the experiences and perspectives of  abstinent 
and recovering subjects. 
� 7KLV� UHVHDUFK� H[SDQGV� XSRQ� WKHVH� WKHRUHWLFDO� EDVHV�� ,Q� SDUWLFXODU��
P\� ÀQGLQJV� UHJDUGLQJ�$$� SUHVHQW� DQ� DQRPDO\� LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI � WKH� SRZHU�
VWUXFWXUHV� WKDW� )RXFDXOW� DQG� *RIIPDQ� WKHRUL]HG� GXH� WR� WKH� SURJUDP·V�
inversion of  those mechanisms of  power. The objectifying nature with 
ZKLFK�)RXFDXOW�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�GLVFLSOLQDU\�SRZHU��)RXFDXOW�������LV�PRGLÀHG�
by the agency found by some individuals through their experiences with 
AA. Though the 12 steps and meetings entail a more explicit exertion of  
GLVFLSOLQDU\�WHFKQLTXHV��LQGLYLGXDOV�IRXQG�WKH�SURJUDP�WR�EH�IUHHLQJ�UDWKHU�
than oppressive. The program gave them control over their lives that they 
lacked in the midst of  their addiction and therefore empowered them. 
� :KLOH�*RIIPDQ�VXJJHVWV�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�IDFHZRUN�FRXOG�EH�XVHG�
to manage stigma, the mechanisms by which AA, as well as some non-AA 
PHPEHUV�� GR� VR� DUH� IDU�PRUH� LQWHUQDOL]HG� WKDQ�*RIIPDQ·V� WKHRU\� ZRXOG�
LQGLFDWH�� *RIIPDQ� GHVFULEHV� WKH� SURFHVV� RI � ´LQWHUFKDQJHµ� �*RIIPDQ�
��������� DV� D�PHDQV� E\�ZKLFK� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO� ZKR� KDV� WUDQVJUHVVHG� VRFLDO�
norms can repent for such behavior by acknowledging the error. However, 
this analysis is limited by its external direction of  the facework that occurs in 
these situations, that is, it focuses on other people. Negotiation of  stigma, for 
both AA members and other users, is complicated by an internal dimension 
EH\RQG�WKDW�ZKLFK�*RIIPDQ��������REVHUYHG�
� ,� DGGLWLRQDOO\� XVH� JURXQGHG� WKHRU\� WR� FRQWH[WXDOL]H�P\� UHVHDUFK� LQ�
its greater sociological theory. As this work was performed with a relatively 
VPDOO� VDPSOH� VL]H�RI � ��� VXEMHFWV�� JHQHUDOL]DELOLW\� LV� DQ� LVVXH��7KHUHIRUH�� ,�
approached interview and focus group data using Michael Burawoy’s (1991) 
extended case study method as a theory of  how ethnographies and other 
studies with a small sample size contribute to sociological research and 
theory. The extended case method addresses the interdependency of  macro 
and micro social phenomena, acknowledging how macro conditions shape 
individual interactions, while smaller encounters together constitute larger 
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social trends (Burawoy 1991). Understanding the exceptional cases that 
GR�QRW�ÀW�ZLWKLQ� WKH� ODUJHU�SDWWHUQ�RI � H[SODLQLQJ�GUXJ�XVH� DQG� DGGLFWLRQ�
has been crucial in analyzing this data. Many respondents were conscious 
of  the dominant discourses that aggregated their idiosyncratic stories as a 
PHDQV� RI � QRUPDOL]DWLRQ��*LYHQ� WKH� IRFXV� RI � WKLV� VWXG\²²XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�
RI �DGGLFWLRQ�DPRQJ�D�SDUWLFXODU�JURXS²²WKH�H[WHQGHG�FDVH�PHWKRG��ZKLFK�
takes discourse itself  as a topic (Burawoy 1991), is ideal for understanding 
WKH�VRFLRORJLFDO�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI �WKLV�SURMHFW�

c. Theory in Practice 
� 7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI �VWXGLHV�WKDW�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�KRZ�)RXFDXOW·V�
theories are applicable to the experience of  drug users and drinkers. Philippe 
Bourgois’ ethnographic work is one of  the most crucial integrations of  the 
)RXFDXOGLDQ�SHUVSHFWLYH�LQWR�WKLV�ÀHOG��,Q�́ 'LVFLSOLQLQJ�$GGLFWLRQV��7KH�%LR�
politics of  Methadone and Heroin in the United States” (2000), Bourgois’ 
ethnography gives an alternative perspective on Methadone Maintenance 
Treatment (MMT), a harm reduction approach to treating opiate addiction 
that was popularized in the mid-1960s as addiction was starting to be 
viewed as a disease (Rosenbaum 1995). MMT serves primarily to remove 
the pleasurable effects associated with heroin use by the administration of  
highly regulated daily doses of  methadone to heroin addicts (Centers for 
Disease Control 2002). Bourgois argues that such a treatment program is 
an exercise of  disciplinary power in its efforts to control addicts’ access to 
SOHDVXUH� DQG� SURGXFH� QRUPDOL]HG�� HFRQRPLFDOO\� HIÀFLHQW� VXEMHFWV� IURP� D�
deviant population. Bourgois asserts that although methadone maintenance 
LV�MXVWLÀHG�E\�ELRPHGLFDO�GLVFRXUVHV�RI �KHDOWK�DQG�PRUDOLW\��LWV�VLGH�HIIHFWV�
are arguably worse than those of  sustained, controlled heroin use as 
practiced in countries such as Switzerland (Bourgois 2000). Additionally, 
%RXUJRLV·�ZRUN�HYRNHV�WKH�)RXFDXOGLDQ�DVVHUWLRQ�WKDW�GLVFLSOLQDU\�SRZHU�LV�
not a replacement for sovereign power but rather a layer over that coercive 
force which continues to exist. His account of  heroin addicts in the book 
5LJKWHRXV�'RSHÀHQG��������GHSLFWV�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�DPRQJ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��
government, and users that demonstrates how disciplinary and sovereign 
society function simultaneously. While users are subject to disciplinary 
power through discourses that constitute them as a deviant population to 
be normalized, they also face brutal punitive measures for their “deviant” 
lifestyles. Bourgois’ work also demonstrates the intersection of  drug use and 
socioeconomic class and that intersection’s effect on exertions of  power. 
 Viktoria Bergschmidt’s (2004) study of  methadone maintenance 
WUHDWPHQW�LQ�*HUPDQ\�VLPLODUO\�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI �)RXFDXOGLDQ�
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theories of  power relations. Bergschmidt’s notion of  the “abject other” 
�S�� ���� DGGHG� D� FUXFLDO� GLPHQVLRQ� WR� WKH� )RXFDXOGLDQ� IUDPHZRUN� IRU�
understanding the place of  drug users and drinkers in society. Often, drug 
users are not rendered a population for normalization but rather treated as a 
deviant subculture. This idea supports Bourgois’ depiction of  the group of  
6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�KHURLQ�DGGLFWV�KH�VWXGLHG�LQ�5LJKWHRXV�'RSHÀHQG. He uses the 
Marxist concept of  the lumpenproletariat in the framework of  disciplinary 
power, like Bergschmidt, to depict a dynamic akin to the leper colony 
GHVFULEHG�E\�)RXFDXOW�LQ�Discipline and Punish: The Birth of  the Prison (1995). 
Bourgois writes in 5LJKWHRXV�'RSHÀHQG, citing another paper he wrote in 2005: 
´%ULQJLQJ�)RXFDXOW� WR�EHDU�RQ�0DU[��ZH�DUH� UHGHÀQLQJ� WKH�FODVV�FDWHJRU\�
of  lumpen as a subjectivity that emerges among population groups upon 
whom the effects of  biopower have become destructive. (Bourgois 2005a)” 
(Bourgois 2009:19). Therefore, Bourgois’ observations again evoke how 
both disciplinary power and sovereign power are at work through constant 
surveillance/normalization and exclusion/social ostracization, respectively. 
)XUWKHUPRUH��KLV�HWKQRJUDSKLF�REVHUYDWLRQV�DUH�FUXFLDO�LQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�KRZ�
KDUP� UHGXFWLRQ� FDQ� EH� D� WRRO� RI � GLVFLSOLQDU\� SRZHU� DQG� KRZ� WHFKQLTXHV�
of  control mask themselves as legitimate approaches to dealing with drug-
related harm (Bourgois 2000).
� 0DUWKD�5RVHQEDXP�DOVR�XWLOL]HV�)RXFDXOW�LQ�KHU�KLVWRULFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�
of  methadone maintenance using arguments similar to Bourgois’ and  
contextualizes these discourses in political shifts towards more neoliberal 
ideologies (Rosenbaum 1995). Rosenbaum (1995) captures a shift from the 
medicalization model that dominated the discourse of  the harm reduction 
movement to the more criminalized perspective that dominated the advent 
of  the “War on Drugs” and the resurgence of  the social right in the 1980s. 
,Q�KHU�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI �WKLV�FKDQJH��VKH� LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�QH[XV�RI �FULPLQDOL]HG�
and medicalized ideologies in which drug users exist and the effects of  these 
discourses. She argues that methadone maintenance as a form of  treatment 
became criminalized in spite of  the biomedical discourses that legitimize 
it. She suggests that had methadone remained within the medicalized 
paradigm, it would have had more chance to reduce harm by reducing 
the marginalization and stigmatization associated with drug use. This 
demonstrates the heightened sense of  stigma that accompanies criminalized 
perspectives of  drug use and how medicalization may reduce that 
marginalization or shame. While all these researchers focus on the obvious 
DSSOLFDELOLW\�RI �)RXFDXOW�WR�D�WUHDWPHQW�PHWKRG�DV�LQWHQVLYH�DV�PHWKDGRQH�
PDLQWHQDQFH��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�FRQVLGHU�KRZ�WKRVH�VDPH�LGHRORJLHV�FRXOG�EH�
applied to all mainstream understandings of  substance use and abuse.
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G��,GHQWLW\��7UHDWPHQW��DQG�,GHRORJ\
 A key feature of  the literature is the place of  the individuals in 
relation to their context in understanding addiction, drug use, causality, and 
WUHDWPHQW�� ,QGLYLGXDO� LGHQWLW\� LV� FUXFLDO� LQ� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� GUXJ� XVHUV� DQG�
WKHLU�SURFHVV�RI �UHFRYHU\��0F,QWRVK�DQG�0F.HJDQH\�������)ULHGPDQ�DQG�
$OLFHD��������7KLV�PDNHV�)RXFDXOW·V�ZRUN�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�WKHRUHWLFDO�WRRO��DV�
it explains power relations in terms of  how they regulate and normalize 
LQGLYLGXDO� OLYHV�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� KRZ� XVHUV� FRQFHLYH� RI � WKHLU� SUREOHPV³DV�
deviance or disease—has a major impact on their self-image and identity 
DQG�FRQVHTXHQWO\�WKHLU�VXFFHVV�LQ�WUHDWPHQW��1HLO�0F.HJDQH\·V�UHVHDUFK�KDV�
been vital in providing understanding of  treatment in a larger policy context 
�0F.HJDQH\��������DQG�KLV�ZRUN�ZLWK�-DPHV�0F,QWRVK��������GHPRQVWUDWHG�
that the ways in which addicts negotiate narratives of  identity are a central 
process throughout recovery from substance abuse disorders. Jennifer 
)ULHGPDQ�DQG�0DULVD�$OLFHD·V�ZRUN�H[SODLQV�WKH�VWRULHV�IHPDOH�DGGLFWV�FUHDWH�
for themselves in an attempt to understand their identity outside of  drug 
XVH�GXULQJ� WUHDWPHQW��$� ´VHQVH�RI � VHOI µ� �)ULHGPDQ� DQG�$OLFHD� ����������
LV�IUHTXHQWO\�FLWHG�DV�DQ�DVSHFW�RI �SHUVRQKRRG�ORVW�LQ�DQ�DGGLFW·V�VWUXJJOHV�
with drug problems and a value that users seek to regain through treatment. 
Martha Rosenbaum likewise points out that the shift between medicalized 
and criminalized discourses in MMT places those users “in a perpetual state 
of  identity ‘limbo’” (Rosenbaum 1995:149). A great deal of  ambiguity is 
LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� FULPLQDOL]HG� DQG� PHGLFDOL]HG� GLVFRXUVHV� WKDW� GHÀQH� WKH�
realm of  drug use. This ambiguity is crucial to consider in any research 
on substance abuse, especially given its relation to users’ identities and 
H[SHULHQFHV��$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�VWXGLHV� WKDW�XWLOL]H�)RXFDXOW�
likewise consider this element of  identity in treatment and how context 
affects the user who is subject to normalization. 

e. De-individualizing the User
 While considering identity, it is also crucial to recognize the ways 
in which analyses and understandings of  substance use and abuse can be 
reduced to the individual. Users’ behavior becomes decontextualized, 
even though the social context in which users exist and are treated is key 
to understanding their experiences (Rhodes 2002). This context includes 
stigma, treatment ideology, public policy, and many other considerations 
that provide a comprehensive picture of  the social structures in which an 
LQGLYLGXDO·V�QDUUDWLYH�DV�D�XVHU�LV�VLWXDWHG��3DLNLQ�������5KRGHV��������
 A fundamental dimension of  this context involves the stigma that is 
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imposed on users through mainstream opinions of  drug use and drinking. A 
report regarding stigma and drug users in the U.K. (Lloyd 2010) addressed 
the intersection of  other, pre-existing stigmatizing attributes—such as race, 
criminal record, or employment status—with the stigma experienced as a 
result of  drug use. Demographic features and personal experiences can 
DIIHFW�XVHUV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI �SHUFHLYHG�VWLJPD�DQG�HQDFWHG�VWLJPD��/OR\G�������
YDQ�2OSKHQ��(OLDVRQ��)UHXGHQEHUJ��%DUQHV��������
� :KLOH�H[SHUW�RSLQLRQV�RI �DGGLFWLRQ�REYLRXVO\�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�GLVFXUVLYH�
environment that exists in the realm of  treatment and recovery, they also 
create a more generalized medical or criminal discourse that affects the user’s 
experiences of  mainstream social environments. Therefore, considering both 
treatment ideologies and expert discussions of  these concepts is important.
)RU�H[DPSOH��'U��*DERU�0DWp��3DLNLQ��������DQ�DGGLFWLRQ�H[SHUW�ZKR�ZRUNV�
with users in Vancouver, attributes addiction to traumatic experiences in 
a user’s early life. Though there exists a common thread of  sympathy that 
FRQQHFWV�0DWp·V�RSLQLRQ�DQG�WKH�LGHD�RI �DGGLFWLRQ�DV�D�GLVHDVH��WKLV�GRHV�QRW�
mean the medical model is immune from the tendency to individualize drug 
use and neglect context. A disease is by nature a condition that is tied to an 
LQGLYLGXDO�SHUVRQ��,�ZLOO�HPSOR\�GLFKRWRPLHV�VXFK�DV�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�WKH�
environment or the medical model and the criminal model as analytical tools 
to understand the mechanisms by which discursive power structures exert 
WKHPVHOYHV�RYHU�GUXJ�XVHUV��7KRXJK�WKH\�DUH�RIWHQ�RYHUVLPSOLÀFDWLRQV�RI �
reality, considering these dichotomous relationships and their limitations is 
important in analysis.
�� $� NH\� GLVHDVH� PRGHO� WKDW� VWDQGV� LQ� FRQWUDVW� WR� 0DWp·V� SHUVSHFWLYH�
LV� WKH� $́$� LGHRORJ\�µ� �7RXUQLHU��������7KLV� WHUP�UHIHUV� WR� WKH�$OFRKROLFV�
$QRQ\PRXV·� YLHZ� RI � DGGLFWLRQ·V� FDXVHV� DQG� VROXWLRQ�� ,W� YLHZV� DGGLFWLRQ�
as a disease for which the only solution is willing adherence to the 12-
VWHS� SURJUDP� DQG� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� IHOORZVKLS�� $$� WDNHV� XQLTXH� DQG�
paradoxical approach to the notion of  individual responsibility. While there 
is an emphasis on responsibility for individual actions, there is simultaneously 
a focus on the need to look outside oneself  and seek external help in 
addressing addiction as a disease. The literature explicitly states the need to 
admit that the individual is powerless against the disease, despite its ‘step’ 
UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�LQGLYLGXDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��)XUWKHUPRUH��ZKLOH�$$�IROORZHUV�
DUJXH�WKDW�DGGLFWLRQ�FDQ�EH�VHOI�LQÁLFWHG�DQG�VHOI�GLDJQRVHG��DQG�WKDW�UHODSVH�
can be avoided only through individual adherence to the 12 steps, this focus 
on the individual as the source of  the problem is arguably undermined by 
the shirking of  personal responsibility implied in subscription to the disease 
FRQFHSW��$OFRKROLFV�$QRQ\PRXV�������3HHOH��������
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  The debate that opposes both personal responsibility in substance use 
and the disease model of  addiction came to permeate medical understandings 
RI �DGGLFWLRQ�PLGZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\��5RVHQEDXP��������,WV�
progression has had major effects on treatment settings and larger domains 
in which power relations constituted by substance use and addiction take 
place.
� :KLOH� WKH� LGHD� RI � DGGLFWLRQ� DV� D� GLVHDVH� ZDV� ÀUVW� LQWURGXFHG� DQG�
integrated into the medical canon during the sixties, some of  the most crucial 
VKLIWV� LQ� LGHRORJ\� WKDW� LQÁXHQFHG� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� RFFXUUHG� LQ� WKH� HLJKWLHV�
with the rise of  the Christian Right and the “War on Drugs” (Rosenbaum 
�������7KDW�HUD�ZDV�GHÀQHG�E\�D�VKLIW�IURP�WKH�PHGLFDOL]DWLRQ�RI �DGGLFWLRQ�
back to criminalization of  drug use, marked by a major increase in levels of  
incarceration: according to the Drug Policy Alliance:

The presidency of  Ronald Reagan marked the start of  a 
long period of  skyrocketing rates of  incarceration, largely 
thanks to his unprecedented expansion of  the drug 
war. The number of  people behind bars for nonviolent 
drug law offenses increased from 50,000 in 1980 to over 
��������E\��������'UXJ�3ROLF\�$OOLDQFH������

This incarceration-focused approach maintained an image of  drug use as a 
form of  deviance, rather than a disease of  which users were victims. Nancy 
Reagan’s ‘Just Say No,’ campaign placed responsibility in the hands of  users 
regardless of  social context or biological dispositions towards disease (The 
5RQDOG�5HDJDQ�3UHVLGHQWLDO�/LEUDU\�DQG�)RXQGDWLRQ�������
 Today, the disease model is accepted in the mainstream (American 
Psychiatric Association 2013), but among experts there remains controversy 
over the role of  individual agency in harm management and treatment of  
SUREOHP�GUXJ�XVH��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI �$OFRKROLFV�$QRQ\PRXV�
as the most widely-used and recommended method of  treatment is a target 
of  such controversy (Dodes 2014). American psychologist Stanton Peele is 
one staunch opponent of  AA or any perspective that argues abstinence as a 
solution to addiction or problem drug use. He argued in “Ain’t Misbehavin’” 
(1989) that addiction as a disease is often used as an excuse for criminal 
behavior. On other occasions, Peele has made the case that models like the 
12-step and the disease model additionally remove the sense of  a user’s 
capacity to control his or her use and therefore make reducing substance-
related harm more challenging (Peele 2011). Peele articulates these views on 
DJHQF\�LQ�D�GHEDWH�ZLWK�6FRWWLVK�VRFLRORJLVW�1HLO�0F.HJDQH\��ZKLFK�,�ZLOO�
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discuss in more detail in the next section of  this literature review.
 These expert discussions and debates are followed then by how the 
practice of  these ideologies affect treatment and policy and in turn the daily 
lives of  users. Some studies considered the effect of  social and cultural 
FRQWH[W�RQ�WUHDWPHQW�E\�PHDVXULQJ�HIÀFDF\��$�VWXG\�WKDW�FRPSDUHG�WUHDWPHQW�
outcomes in the U.S. and Switzerland, two countries with different cultural 
DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUGV�GUXJ�XVH�DQG�XVHUV��0RJJL�HW�DO���������GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�
treatment ideologies had comparable effects across cultures. Meanwhile, a 
domestic study measured whether or not there was a correlation between 
patient participation in treatment activities and the various treatment 
PHWKRGV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�D�JLYHQ�SURJUDP��0RRV�HW�DO���������%RWK�WKHVH�VWXGLHV�
demonstrate there is more to treatment than simply the agency and attitude 
of  an individual user. Rudolf  Moos’ study of  treatment features and 
patient participation demonstrates that ideological factors, enacted through 
WHFKQLTXHV�RI �WUHDWPHQW�SURJUDPV��PD\�KDYH�DQ�LQÁXHQFH�LQ�UHDO�UHFRYHU\�
outcomes.
 The most important and generalizable insight on the user’s environment 
,� IRXQG�ZDV� 7LP�5KRGHV·� FRQFHSW� RI � WKH� ´ULVN� HQYLURQPHQWµ� �����������
Rhodes argues against individualistic modes of  understanding addiction 
in favor of  contextualizing the risks of  drug use and social perception 
RI �XVHUV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��KH�DVVHUWV�WKDW�EHFDXVH�ULVN�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�VRFLDO�
and economic factors, the solutions likewise lie in these contextual factors 
(2002:91). Rhodes’ work on this “risk environment” framework is useful 
LQ�DQDO\]LQJ�WKLV�VWXG\·V�UHVXOWV�EHFDXVH�KLV�FULWLTXH�UHÁHFWV�WKH�VHQWLPHQWV�
expressed by many subjects.

f. The Space between Criminalization and Medicalization, and Other Dichotomies of  
Drug Use
 Due to this constant shift in the target of  treatment ideology and 
in the attribution of  culpability, there is a perpetual sense of  ambiguity in 
H[SODQDWRU\�PRGHOV�IRU�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�GLVRUGHUV��,Q�́ 'LVFLSOLQLQJ�$GGLFWLRQV��
The Bio-politics of  Methadone and Heroin in the United States,” Bourgois 
DWWULEXWHV� WKH� H[HUWLRQ� RI � )RXFDXOGLDQ� ELRSRZHU� LQ�PHWKDGRQH� FOLQLFV� DV�
“an unhappy compromise between competing discourses” (2000:165) of  
criminalization and medicalization. This trend in which social structures and 
institutions are embedded with multiple opposing discourses and ideologies, 
however, is not limited to MMT or even treatment settings as a whole. 
 This tendency for mainstream discourse to straddle models of  
PHGLFDOL]DWLRQ� DQG� FULPLQDOL]DWLRQ� KDV� VLJQLÀFDQW� FRQVHTXHQFHV� IRU� XVHUV�
DQG� KRZ� WKH\� QDYLJDWH� WUHDWPHQW� DQG� VRFLHW\� �$VKWRQ� ������0F.HJDQH\�
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2011). The obvious gap between the two is that the criminalization 
perspective focuses on the user as the source of  the “crime” or deviance, 
while the medicalization models attribute the problems to some external, 
DQG�VRPHZKDW�DPELJXRXV��GLVHDVH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�XVHU�LV�DIÁLFWHG��,Q�RQH�
model, the user is the agent creating social ill, and in the other, the user is 
DQ�REMHFWLYH�YLFWLP�DIÁLFWHG��<HW�PRVW�PDLQVWUHDP�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�DJHQFLHV�
addressing or dealing with drug addiction toe a line somewhere between 
these two perspectives, placing the user in a limbo of  simultaneous blame 
and helplessness. While the disease model attributes problematic substance 
use to an external disorder, neither perspective really acknowledges the 
VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI �HQYLURQPHQW�DV�DGGUHVVHG�E\�5KRGHV��0DWp� �3DLNLQ��������
and others. Rather, the two ideologies decontextualize and address users as 
individuals and as a population, while still focusing the gaze of  disciplinary 
society on a person as a singular entity for normalization and integration 
LQWR�DQ�HIÀFLHQW�VRFLHW\��5KRGHV�������)RXFDXOW�������
 This tension between characterizations of  users either as a victim or an 
DJHQW�LV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�GLFKRWRP\�XVHG�LQ�GHEDWHV�RI �WUHDWPHQW�WHFKQLTXHV�
(McKeganey 2011). Though the area of  addiction treatment is generally 
united with the purpose of  helping individuals suffering from substance 
DEXVH�GLVRUGHUV��RQH�FDQ�ORRN�DW�WKH�GHEDWHV�WKDW�RFFXU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ÀHOG�DV�D�
FRQWLQXXP�RI �SRVVLEOH�DLPV�IRU�WUHDWPHQW��)LOP�([FKDQJH�RQ�$OFRKRO�DQG�
Drugs 2011). Though in practice it is unproductive to reduce these tensions 
to a simple dichotomy, viewing them as spectrums with two distinct ends is 
a common strategy for understanding and explaining treatment ideologies 
from a theoretical perspective. 
 The debates between Stanton Peele and Neil McKeganey (Peele 2011) 
DUH�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�XVHIXO�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI �WKHVH�LGHRORJLFDO�GLFKRWRPLHV��,Q�WKHVH�
debates, Peele advocates for harm reduction, an approach that does not 
focus on reducing drug use itself  but focuses on its harmful effects, while 
McKeganey argues that abstinence is the only effective goal of  a treatment 
program that seeks to alleviate the social ills of  drugs. The fundamental 
difference between the two is based on their view of  how the ideologies 
backing each method affect the user’s identity. Peele argues that abstinence-
based treatment methods present the idea that the user lacks power to 
control their use, and therefore, removes agency and empowerment from 
WKH� WUHDWPHQW� SROLF\�� ,Q� FRQWUDVW��0F.HJDQH\� HVVHQWLDOO\�PDNHV� WKH� VDPH�
argument about the harm reduction side: that it suggests users are incapable 
of  ceasing their behavior completely. This debate is so crucial because 
it utilizes the notion of  user agency alongside the idea of  addiction as a 
pathology, rather than construing the two as mutually exclusive. Additionally, 
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both Peele and McKeganey center their arguments on the will power of  an 
LQGLYLGXDO� XVHU�� EXW� WKH\� XVH� WKH� FRQFHSW� LQ� RUGHU� WR� VXSSRUW� FRQÁLFWLQJ�
DSSURDFKHV�WR�WUHDWPHQW��3HHOH��������7KLV�SKLORVRSKLFDO�TXHVWLRQ�RI �DJHQF\�
LQ�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�DQG�FRQWURO�LV�FHQWUDO�LQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�XVHUV·�SHUVSHFWLYHV�
might answer.
 These tensions between sympathy and blame and control and 
disease are evoked in discussions of  stigma as well. Charles Lloyd’s (2010) 
report addresses stigma and drug users in the U.K. Though the report was 
focused on the U.K., the general theoretical statements regarding stigma 
are applicable to research about substance use disorders in all locations. 
,Q�SDUWLFXODU�� WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI �GUXJ�XVHUV� WR�RWKHU�VLPLODUO\�VWLJPDWL]HG�
groups (like individuals with mental disorders) again brought up the 
IXQGDPHQWDO�TXHVWLRQ�XQGHUO\LQJ�WKLV�WHQVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�EODPH�DQG�V\PSDWK\��
LV� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO·V� VWDWXV� DV� D� XVHU� RU� DGGLFW� D� FKRLFH"�)XUWKHUPRUH��/OR\G�
addresses stigma and labels in the realm of  substance use and abuse with 
regards to the notion of  a “problem” drug user (2010:15). Though he 
IUHTXHQWO\�XVHV�WKH�WHUP�/OR\G�����������DFNQRZOHGJHV��´>7@KLV�LV�QRW�D�VHOI�
evident term that comes with a common understanding (National Audit 
2IÀFH��������µ��,W� LV�WKH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�JHQHUDO�DQG�ORDGHG�WHUPV�VXFK�DV�
´SUREOHPµ�GUXJ�XVHU�WKDW�V\PEROL]H�WKH�GLVFXUVLYH�EDWWOHJURXQG�WKDW�GHÀQHV�
the relations of  power to which users are subject in all social institutions and 
settings.

DATA AND METHODS
� 7KH� VWXG\� ZDV� FRPSULVHG� RI � WZR� SDUWV�� )LUVW�� ,� FRQGXFWHG� VL[� LQ�
GHSWK�� VHPL�VWUXFWXUHG� LQGLYLGXDO� LQWHUYLHZV�� ,� WKHQ� KHOG� D� IRFXV� JURXS�
with eight individuals who participated in a semi-structured discussion of  
the same issues. Discussions and interviews addressed mainstream and 
alternative paradigms of  understanding drug use and addiction, the stigma 
that surrounds addiction, experiences in treatment, and any personal 
experiences that were relevant to understanding these ideas. All informants 
ZHUH�LGHQWLÀHG�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�E\�SVHXGRQ\PV��
 Data for both interviews and the focus group was collected on a 
digital tape recorder (with subjects’ prior consent) and then transcribed into 
D� ZRUG� SURFHVVLQJ� GRFXPHQW�� $Q\� LGHQWLÀDEOH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� ZDV� RPLWWHG�
in transcriptions and tapes were deleted at the end of  analysis, to ensure 
subjects’ privacy. The research protocol was reviewed and approved by 
Berkeley’s Committee for the Protection of  Human Subjects (CPHS).

a. Sampling
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� ,�XVHG�VQRZEDOOLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�WR�VDPSOH�SULPDULO\�WKURXJK�WZR�IDLUO\�
distinct networks of  drug users, drinkers, addicts, and alcoholics. 
� 7KH�ÀUVW�VQRZEDOO��WKURXJK�ZKLFK�,�REWDLQHG�IRXU�LQ�SHUVRQ�LQWHUYLHZV��
started with a contact who was a middle-aged, upper middle class, straight, 
white male and was highly involved in Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics 
Anonymous. He participated actively in a men’s fellowship in a community 
RI �D�VLPLODU�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�FODVV�DQG�VHOI�LGHQWLÀHG�DV�D�́ ELJ�ERRN�WKXPSHU�µ�
someone who follows the doctrine of  Alcoholics Anonymous with what 
RQH�VXEMHFW�GHVFULEH�DV�D�VRPHZKDW�´HYDQJHOLFDOµ�IHUYRU��7KH�IRXU�VXEMHFWV�,�
spoke with were part of  a similar demographic, as they were from the same 
community and were white, middle-aged males who likewise participated in 
AA and similar 12-step programs. 
 Two of  the interviews were obtained via alternate contacts who were 
not connected to my original contact, but were similar in terms of  their 
socioeconomic position in society. The most crucial difference was that one 
of  these subjects was female, and she was the only woman who participated 
in the study. These interviews were conducted over the phone as a result of  
my more limited social and geographical proximity to these contacts.
 The focus group subjects were snowballed through a contact involved 
ZLWK� D� FKDULWDEOH� KHDOWK� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� IRFXVHG� SULPDULO\� RQ� +,9�$,'6�
WKDW� SUDFWLFHG� DQG� SURPRWHG� KDUP� UHGXFWLRQ� WHFKQLTXHV�� VXFK� DV� QHHGOH�
H[FKDQJHV��0DQ\�RI �WKHVH�VHUYLFHV�ZHUH�WDUJHWHG�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRU�JD\�PHQ�RU�
individuals who faced limited access to such health services.
 Three subjects, the woman and two in-person interviewees, only 
LGHQWLÀHG� DV� DOFRKROLFV� DQG� OLPLWHG� WKHLU� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI � H[SHULHQFH� ZLWK�
DGGLFWLRQ�WR�DOFRKRO��7KRXJK�,�GLG�QRW�VSHFLÀFDOO\�VHHN�WKHLU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��
individuals who often distinguished themselves as “alcoholics” as opposed 
to “addicts” were useful in understanding the hierarchy of  stigmas that 
exists within the substance use and recovery community, particularly as it 
relates to the differences between criminalized and medicalized paradigms 
of  addiction.
� 7KH� GLVSDUDWHQHVV� RI � WKH� WZR� QHWZRUNV� WKURXJK� ZKLFK� ,� JDWKHUHG�
subjects became a central tool of  analysis. My primary contact lived in an 
economically advantaged community, while the focus group was drawn from 
a population who was accessing harm reduction services geared towards 
WKH�/*%74�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�IDFHG�SUREOHPV�RI �ÀQDQFLDO�
security, and included some members of  racial minorities. Therefore, the 
second group was far more likely to experience heightened stigma at the 
point of  their other demographics’ intersections with their drug use and/or 
DGGLFWLRQ��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI �WKHVH�PDMRU�GLIIHUHQFHV��,�XVH�ERWK�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOV�
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as well as the groups as the unit of  analysis in a comparison of  how social 
status outside of  drug use itself  interacts with understandings of  drug use, 
addiction, recovery, and stigma.
 Additionally, my sampling method provides some insight into the 
VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VWDWXV�RI �VXEMHFWV��7KH�ÀUVW�JURXS�ZDV�VQRZEDOOHG�WKURXJK�D�
FRQWDFW�OLYLQJ�LQ�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH����VWHS�SURJUDP�LQ�DQ�DIÁXHQW�VXEXUE��
7KH�IRFXV�JURXS�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�DW�WKH�RIÀFH�RI �D�FKDULWDEOH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
that provided harm reduction and other community outreach services in a 
ORZHU�LQFRPH� XUEDQ� QHLJKERUKRRG��7KRXJK� ,� FROOHFWHG� QR� FRQFUHWH� GDWD�
on socioeconomic status, certain information was ascertained through 
REVHUYDWLRQ� DQG� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� PRUH� WKDQ� RQH� LQGLYLGXDO�
interviewee arrived to the interview in their own car, while more than one 
IRFXV�JURXS�LQWHUYLHZHH�UHIHUHQFHG�VOHHSLQJ�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW��+RZHYHU��DV�,�GLG�
not collect concrete data on income or other socioeconomic indicators, they 
are only to be understood as variables to the extent that they were discussed 
in the interviews and focus group. 

E��,QWHUYLHZV
� ,QWHUYLHZV�ODVWHG�IURP����PLQXWHV�WR�WZR�KRXUV��7KH�TXHVWLRQV�FRYHUHG�
four areas: personal experiences with drug use, paradigms for understanding 
use and addiction, stigma related to use, and experiences and perceptions of  
UHFRYHU\�� ,QWHUYLHZV�ZHUH�IDLUO\� LQIRUPDO�DQG�RFFXUUHG� LQ�D�SULYDWH�KRPH��
FRIIHH� VKRS�� RU� RYHU� WKH� SKRQH�� ,� EDVHG� WKH� VWUXFWXUH� RI � WKH� LQWHUYLHZV�
ODUJHO\�RQ� LQLWLDO�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI �VXEMHFWV��,I � WKH�VXEMHFW�VHHPHG�RSHQ�DQG�
likely to initiate discussion of  personal stories, such as how or why they 
VWDUWHG�XVLQJ��,�ZDLWHG�WR�DVN�WKRVH�TXHVWLRQV�XQWLO�HQG�RI �WKH�LQWHUYLHZ�LI �
WKH\�UHPDLQHG�XQDQVZHUHG��&RQYHUVHO\��LI �VXEMHFWV�VHHPHG�PRUH�UHVHUYHG��,�
XVXDOO\�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�OLJKW�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKHLU�OLYHV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�WKHQ�
PRYHG�LQWR�PRUH�SHUVRQDO�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�
GUXJV�DQG�DOFRKRO�DQG�DGGLFWLRQ��DV�,�IHOW�VXEMHFWV�ZRXOG�EH�PRUH�ORTXDFLRXV�
DIWHU�DQVZHULQJ�TXHVWLRQV�WKH\�IHOW�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�DQG�TXDOLÀHG�WR�DQVZHU��
Asking former drug users and alcoholics, particularly those who participate 
in a group-oriented treatment program that emphasizes discussion of  
addiction issues and problems, to discuss their experiences with drug use 
and addiction was more straightforward than asking about abstract terms, 
ideologies, or theory. Therefore, using personal experiences to frame the 
PRUH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�GLVFXUVLYHO\�DPELJXRXV�WHUPV�RU�VWLJPD�
often facilitated explanations that were coherent and, for 12-step participants, 
ÀW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�WKH\�XVHG�WR�H[SODLQ�WKHLU�XVH�D�GLVFXUVLYH�WRRO�WKDW�
became important to my analysis. 
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c. Focus Group
� ,�FRQGXFWHG�D�IRFXV�JURXS�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�LQGLYLGXDO� LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�
the second network of  my population only due to the limitations of  my 
social proximity to them. The contact who facilitated the group was an 
´DUP·V�OHQJWKµ�WLH�DQG�IRU�UHDVRQV�RI �FRQÀGHQWLDOLW\��WLPH�DQG�FRQYHQLHQFH��
it made the most sense to speak with all subjects from this sample at the 
same time, during a single two-hour focus group. Though this yielded data 
OHVV�ULFK�LQ�SHUVRQDOO\�VSHFLÀF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�WKDQ�WKH�LQ�GHSWK�LQGLYLGXDO�
interviews, group participation facilitated discussion more easily without as 
much prodding and generally allowed participants to understand and discuss 
how their personal experiences were connected to those of  other drug users. 
This created more generalization of  various perspectives and experiences.

d. Analysis Strategies
� 2QFH� LQWHUYLHZLQJ�ZDV� FRPSOHWH�� ,� WUDQVFULEHG� WKH� WDSH� DQG� FRORU�
coded themes. This strategy was useful in rereading and analyzing the 
interviews in pursuit of  the most general ideas that emerged, but it failed 
to assist in visualizing what was the most important or relevant content. To 
JDLQ�D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�LGHD�RI �ZKDW�LGHDV�VXEMHFWV�HPSKDVL]HG�PRVW�KHDYLO\��,�
VRUWHG�TXRWHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHPH�LQ�DQ�([FHO�VSUHDGVKHHW��

5(68/76�$1'�$1$/<6,6�
a. Naming as a Form of  Discursive Power
 Dominant discourses of  drug use, addiction, and alcoholism play 
prominent roles in the lives and identities of  all users who participated in 
this study. Medical professionals, lawmakers, and subjects’ peers constantly 
label and identify subjects as a class to be normalized. However, users’ 
responses in interviews and the focus group paint a more comprehensive 
SLFWXUH� LQ� ZKLFK� WKHLU� SHUVSHFWLYHV� DUH� GHÀQHG� E\� LGLRJUDSKLF� QDUUDWLYHV�
and opinions, the intersectionality of  other stigmas that characterize the 
UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�VXEMHFW� LGHQWLWLHV�� LQ�DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKHVH�RYHUVLPSOLÀHG�
ideas about substance abuse. 
 This imposition of  multiple labels onto individual experiences 
is a particularly salient feature of  focus group participants’ responses. 
One participant, Bob, compares the experience to high school: “You are 
a freshman, or you’re a senior or you’re a popular, or you’re a nerd…or 
\RX·UH� D�+HDWKHU�µ�)RFXV�JURXS� VXEMHFWV� FRQWLQXDOO\� UHWXUQ� WR� WKH� LPSDFW�
that constant labeling has on constructing their public social status in daily 
OLIH�� 7KHVH� VLPSOLÀFDWLRQV� RI � WKHLU� LGHQWLW\� DUH� D� VRXUFH� RI � IUXVWUDWLRQ��
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indignation, and insecurity. 
  Labels create material obstacles for the focus group participants 
in addition to the emotional toll they take. According to Craig, a younger 
user, the multiplicity of  labels creates additional “roadblocks” to achieving 
the same level of  functionality of  “normal” people for which addicts were 
already stigmatized for failing to achieve. He explains, “You have all these 
things that you’re trying to hide from…. And the help isn’t there to be gotten 
EHFDXVH�RI � DOO� WKHVH� WKLQJV«�� ,W� MXVW�PDNHV� OLIH� VR�PXFK�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�µ�
Craig mentions in passing that he had slept on the street the night before the 
IRFXV�JURXS�WRRN�SODFH��LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�KH�VWUXJJOHV�ZLWK�ÀQDQFLDO�LQVHFXULW\�
more than the individual interviewees.
� 7KH�VWUXFWXUDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�FULPLQDO�PRGHO�DQG�WKH�
problems associated with each individual label create layers of  obstacles that 
addicts face in their daily activities, as well as if  they want to seek treatment. 
The capacity of  discursive regimes of  power to exclude the subjects it 
constructs from the process of  normalization evokes the marginalization 
and destructive biopower uncovered by Bourgois and Schonberg in their 
ethnographic work, 5LJKWHRXV� 'RSHÀHQG (2009). The network of  homeless 
heroin addicts that Bourgois and Schonberg studied is marginalized to the 
point that it is beyond the reach of  disciplinary power, no longer subject 
to the capacity of  biopower to create bodies conducive to a productive 
HFRQRP\�� ,QVWHDG�� DGGLFWV� IDFH�ZKDW�%RXUJRLV� DQG�6FKRQEHUJ�GHVFULEH�DV�
an intimate symbolic violence of  structurally imposed suffering. Craig and 
other focus group participants feel similarly lumpen. Rather than being at 
the center of  an oppressive regime attempting to normalize them, these 
users are pushed to society’s fringes and excluded from both the exertion of  
SRZHU�DQG�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�EHQHÀWV�WKDW�LW�FRQIHUV�
 Craig expresses further frustration because these labels are ascribed 
without context. They are speculative assumptions masked as legitimate 
VRFLDO�GHÀQLWLRQV�DQG�WHUPV�ZKLFK�QHJOHFW�KLV�EDFNJURXQG��UHDVRQV�IRU�XVH��
and personal identity.
 Though AA respondents share a sense of  shame or stigma, 
participation in AA is not associated with the imposition of  labels and names 
as it often is for focus group members. The title “alcoholic” or “addict” 
is embraced via their involvement in the 12-step program rather than 
constituting something that has been imposed upon them via constant social 
stigmatization. This brings up a crucial distinction between the experiences 
of  individual interview subjects and focus group participants. While the 
ODWWHU�H[SHULHQFH�VWLJPD�DV�D�SDUW�RI �KRZ�WKH\�DUH�SXEOLFO\�LGHQWLÀHG�EDVHG�
on perceptions lacking knowledge of  users’ background or private life, 
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individual interviewees are only labeled by people who can use such personal 
knowledge to contextualize users’ drug use.

b. A Boundary between Public and Private Stigmas
 Two AA respondents explicitly state that only people who are close 
to them actually know of  their involvement in AA, and most individual 
LQWHUYLHZHHV� SULPDULO\� UHIHUHQFH� SHUVRQDO� DFTXDLQWDQFHV� RU� RWKHU� $$�
participants rather than a generalized public opinion like the focus group 
subjects. The following two excerpts illustrate the contrast in how the two 
JURXSV�RI �SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHVSRQG�WR�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�H[WHUQDO�MXGJPHQW��-RH�LV�
an alcoholic who participates in AA. 

The people that are closest to me got to see me in full 
Technicolor as an alcoholic so obviously the difference to 
WKHP� LV� D� YHU\�SRVLWLYH�RQH«�EHFDXVH� WKH�SURJUDP� ,·P�
LQ�GRHVQ·W�UHFRPPHQG�WKDW�,�JR�DURXQG�WDONLQJ�WR�SHRSOH�
DERXW�P\�DOFRKROLVP��,�GRQ·W�UHDOO\�GR�WKDW«��6RPH�SHRSOH�
LI �WKH\�NQHZ�,�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI �$$�WKH\�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�
scratch their heads. (Joe)

*HRUJH� LV� D�PHWKDPSKHWDPLQH� DGGLFW� LQ� WKH� IRFXV� JURXS� ZKR� DOVR� XVHV�
methamphetamines in a medical capacity for ADHD and narcolepsy. 
As stated previously, he believes that people often assess whether or not 
someone is a drug addict on the basis of  outward indicators such as their 
clothing or the part of  town they live in.

,� FRXOG� EH� ZDONLQJ� GRZQ� WKH� URDG�� DQG� LI � ,·P� QRW� RQ�
PHWKDPSKHWDPLQHV��,�FRXOG�IDOO�ULJKW�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
RI �WKH�URDG��DVOHHS��FRPH�E\��D�FDU�KLWV�PH��DQG�,·P�GHDG��
but yet because somebody labels it a disease it also has the 
social stigma of  do we help him or do we label him a drug 
DGGLFW"� ,V� WKLV� D� UHJXODU�SHUVRQ�RU� LV� WKLV� D�GUXJ� DGGLFW"�
�*HRUJH�

While Joe implies that people only know he is an alcoholic if  he explicitly 
WHOOV�WKHP��*HRUJH�DSSURDFKHV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI �VWLJPD�ZLWK�D�K\SRWKHWLFDO�
situation that involves strangers on the street debating whether or not they 
can apply that label to him.
 This is a crucial distinction between the two groups who participated 
in this study: in general, interview subjects are able to manage their identity 



22

as a user by controlling outward indicators of  their drug or alcohol problems. 
They are subject primarily to the opinions of  people who know them and 
who can contextualize their use.
� 0HDQZKLOH�� WKH� IRFXV� JURXS�SDUWLFLSDQWV� UHÁHFW�*HRUJH·V� VHQWLPHQW�
regarding how people would react to his death on the basis of  whether he 
were a “drug addict” or a “regular person”. They tend to describe labels and 
stigma in terms of  a loss of  basic human dignity and self-worth. Below are 
several examples from focus group participants who articulate this attitude:

,W·V�DOZD\V�EHHQ�ODEHOHG�D�QHJDWLYH�WKLQJ��D�GUXJ�DGGLFW�WR�
PH��>3HRSOH@�IHHO�WKDW�\RX·UH�LQFRPSHWHQW��7KH\�IHHO�WKDW�
you’re not worthy of  self-worth. (Andrew)

,W·V�KDUG�WR�KDYH�WKH�PDWXULW\�WR�VHH�WKDW�LW�GRHVQ·W�DIIHFW�
PH�DV�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ«DW�ÀUVW�,�ZRXOG�IHHO�YHU\�VPDOO«��
You have to have a little dignity, even though we’re addicts, 
we’re human beings. (Bob)

(YHU\RQH·V�WU\LQJ�WR�WHOO�PH�ZKDW�,�DP�DQG�ZKR�,�DP�DQG�
what made me me…. How do they know? How do they 
NQRZ� ZKDW� ,·YH� EHHQ� WKURXJK�� ZKDW� FDXVHG� ZKDW�� DQG�
ZKHUH�WKLQJV�DUH�FRPLQJ�IURP"����,�DP�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�
,·P�QRW� MXVW� DQRWKHU� SHUVRQ�ZKR� OHWV� WKHPVHOI � IDOO� LQWR�
the stereotype of  an addict, a criminal, a thief, a street 
NLG� RI � >WKLV� FLW\@� ZKDWHYHU� LW� PD\� EH«�� 7KH� LGHDV� WKDW�
people want to perceive about addicts about people who 
use drugs, they’re going to continue to want to perceive 
because it’s easier for them than dealing with the real 
problems. (Craig)

� *RIIPDQ·V�WKHRU\�RI �IDFHZRUN�VHUYHV�WR�H[SODLQ�WKLV�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
the two groups’ experiences of  stigma. The accumulation of  positive face 
�*RIIPDQ� ������� ZKLFK� LV� DFKLHYHG� WKURXJK� EHKDYLRU� WKDW� DOLJQV� ZLWK�
accepted social norms and power structures, serves as a means of  managing 
public indicators and awareness of  stigma. Therefore, interviewees are able 
to accomplish positive facework and remain “discreditable” by limiting 
outsiders’ knowledge of  their stigmatizing attribute (drug or alcohol use/
DEXVH��ZKLOH�IRFXV�JURXS�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ÀQG�WKHPVHOYHV�H[SRVHG��́ GLVFUHGLWHG�µ�
and incapable of  performing facework. Bob recalls his own experience 
watching other users manage their images as productive members of  society: 
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´,Q�VRFLHW\��WKHUH�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI �DGGLFWV«�,�KDYH�VHHQ�DGGLFWV�WKDW�
don’t look like addicts…. They cover really well because they have a diploma 
or a career. People don’t see the negativity of  their life,” he said. He also 
mentions that he had partied with wealthier addicts who had to “come down 
to the same level” as him to have fun and return to their higher position in 
life afterwards.

c. Hierarchies of  Biopower and Stigma
 Bob’s depiction of  how other addicts maintain their social status while 
using provides a segue to another trend that emerges: the hierarchies of  
stigma that existed between addicts, which was illustrated most blatantly 
by the disparity between the two groups of  subjects. Although a causal 
relationship cannot be readily established between differences in experiences 
and socioeconomic status, subjects’ responses imply that the latter is an 
important factor in determining how they experience stigma from substance 
use and abuse.
 This explanation is supported by the focus group’s constant reference 
to “functional” addicts, users who are characterized by steady full-time 
HPSOR\PHQW�RU�DWWDLQPHQW�RI �KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��)RFXV�JURXS�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
imply that a user can utilize these advantages to partition his or her use 
into an isolated domain of  his or her life which exists outside the public’s 
perception of  his or her identity or social status. The focus group subjects 
articulate a sense of  indignation towards this “level” of  addict because 
´IXQFWLRQDOµ�DGGLFWV�FDQ�PRELOL]H�WKHLU�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDWXV�DQG�OLIH�DGYDQWDJHV�
to escape the destructive capacities of  biopower and labels such as “addict” 
or “junkie.” Several focus group members express this sense of  injustice:

,I � \RX·UH� ULFK�� \RX·UH� QRW� FRQVLGHUHG� DQ� DGGLFW�� %XW� LI �
you’re living in poverty, living in the ghetto, then you’re 
the bad guy. (Andrew)

The functional addicts turned on the dysfunctional 
addicts. (Dave)

,�GRQ·W�VHH�>MXGJPHQW@�MXVW�LQ�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUHQ·W�XVLQJ�
GUXJV�RU�KDYH�QHYHU�XVHG�GUXJV��,�DOVR�VHH�LW� LQ�RXU�RZQ�
drug community…people who are practicing for instance 
abstinence…and the others who are not practicing 
abstinence, there’s a stigma between those groups as well 
(Mark)
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Mark’s observation that users who practice abstinence still pass judgment on 
and apply stigmas to other non-abstinent users is not an isolated statement. 
)RFXV�JURXS�SDUWLFLSDQWV�RIWHQ�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH\�H[SHULHQFH�MXGJPHQW�IURP�
drug users who are of  a higher socioeconomic class or practicing abstinence 
and a few cite this hierarchy of  stigma between users as a reason for not 
participating in AA. Some respondents also distance themselves from other 
addicts if  they are only alcoholics while a few AA members even concede 
that they themselves have stigmatized other users.

,·G�KDYH�D�ORW�RI �UXOHV�DERXW�,�ZRXOGQ·W�VKDUH�D�URRP�ZLWK�D�
KHURLQ�DGGLFW��RU�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW��VR�HYHQ�RQFH�,�ZDV�DQ�
DGGLFW��DQ�DOFRKROLF��,�VWLOO�SURMHFWHG�VWLJPDV�,�KDG�JURZQ�
XS�ZLWK� RQWR� SHRSOH� RI � D� GLIIHUHQW� DGGLFW� FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�
and it took a long time for me to accept everyone for who 
they are and several trips to rehab and prison and so forth. 
(Thomas)

)XUWKHUPRUH��VHYHUDO�LQWHUYLHZHHV�DUWLFXODWH�D�KLHUDUFK\�ZLWKLQ�WKH����VWHS�
programs as well. Some alcoholics distinguish themselves from those who 
use hard drugs by suggesting that although their experiences may contain 
parallels, they are not necessarily perfectly comparable. Two respondents 
who identify as both alcoholics and drug addicts said they prefer attending 
AA meetings over NA mainly because they feel AA is more effective at 
keeping them sober while NA heightens the temptation to use again both 
due to the people who attend and the discussions that occur there. These 
discussions hint at a higher level of  discursive criminalization within NA 
than in AA. This gap between 12-step programs is articulated bluntly by 
.DUHQ��´,�XVHG�WR�KHDU�WKDW�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�VD\��\RX�JR�WR�1$�WR�JHW�ODLG�DQG�
you go to AA to get sober.”
    Additionally, respondents indicate that intersections of  marginalization 
affect the intensity of  stigmatization. The effects of  the intersectionality 
of  factors such as race or legal record are demonstrated by a study of  the 
effects of  stigma on incarcerated female drug users (van Olphen et al. 
�������)RFXV�JURXS�SDUWLFLSDQW�'DYH�DOOXGHV�WR�D�VLPLODU�SKHQRPHQRQ�� $́�
lot of  times people before they get the label of  addict, they’ve already been 
ODEHOHG�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH«�,W·V�MXVW�RQH�PRUH�EULFN�RQ�WKH�WRQ�WKDW�,·P�DOUHDG\�
carrying.” As a more concrete demonstration of  this insight, Dave points 
out that in Europe, particularly in many Scandinavian countries, addiction 
is treated as a disease and there are public sources of  social and medical 
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support for it. He argues that the lack of  this support in the United States is 
UDFLDOO\�FKDUJHG��́ >(XURSHDQV@�DOO�ORRN�DOLNH��7KH\·UH�DOO�WKH�VDPH��7KH\�FRPH�
from the same tribe.” Dave believes that American users are additionally 
penalized for attributes (e.g. racial, sexual, socioeconomic) other than their 
already-stigmatized use.
� 5HJDUGOHVV�RI �WKH�VRXUFH�RI �VWLJPDWL]DWLRQ��IRFXV�JURXS�VXEMHFWV�ÀQG�
WHFKQLTXHV�WR�FRSH�ZLWK�LW��%RE�LQVLVWV�UHSHDWHGO\�WKDW�KH�OHDUQV�WR�NHHS�KLV�
head up and to be proud of  who he is regardless of  how others perceived 
him. Many focus group participants similarly express remaining true to their 
LQGLYLGXDO�LGHQWLWLHV�DV�D�WHFKQLTXH�RI �FRSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�GHVWUXFWLYH�FDSDFLW\�
of  disciplinary power. While focus group participants use their sense of  
XQLTXHQHVV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOLVP�WR�FRQVWUXFW�SRVLWLYH�FRXQWHU�QDUUDWLYHV��$$�
participants use the program as an institutional tool to create these counter-
narratives.

G��$$�DV�6HOI�,PSRVHG�'LVFLSOLQDU\�3RZHU
 Another potential explanation for the differences between individual 
interviewees and focus group members is the proliferation of  counter-
discourses that takes place in AA. While AA serves as a system of  beliefs 
to frame drug use as a behavior to be normalized, it explains this ideology 
in terms of  the disease model to help users reduce or navigate shame. 
)XUWKHUPRUH��SUDFWLFLQJ�DEVWLQHQFH�DOORZV�WKHP�WR�UHJDLQ�WKH�IDFH��*RIIPDQ�
������WKH\�ORVW�ZKHQ�WKH\�XVHG�
    On a theoretical level, the panoptic structure of  AA may remove 
participants from exposure to the destructive capacity of  biopower (Bourgois 
������ E\� DOORZLQJ�PHPEHUV� WR� FRQVFLRXVO\� HPEUDFH� WKHLU� VXEMHFWLÀFDWLRQ�
DV� D� SRSXODWLRQ� WR�EH�QRUPDOL]HG� �)RXFDXOW� �������7KH� OLWHUDWXUH�RI �$$��
its constant discussion during meetings, and its relentless communication 
FRQVWLWXWH� OD\HUV� RI � GLVFRXUVH� UHQGHULQJ� $$� DQ� HQWLW\� RI � )RXFDXOGLDQ�
disciplinary power. Additionally, the constant ritual and regimentation of  
behavior as a means of  internalizing the ideology behind AA functions 
similarly to the structure of  the panopticon as a means of  normalizing 
deviant behavior and regulating pleasure.
 The label “addict” or “alcoholic” for users who participated in AA 
LV� D� WRRO� E\�ZKLFK� WKH\� GHÀQH� DQG� H[SODLQ� WKH� QDUUDWLYHV� RI � WKHLU� GUXJ�
DOFRKRO�XVH��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�PHGLFDOL]DWLRQ�RI �WKH�WHUP�KHOSV�WKHP�FRSH�
with their shame in feeling unable to control their desire to drink or use 
drugs. Although individual interview subjects do not discuss these issues 
collectively like the focus group participants, a lot of  them stray towards 
the same topics and understandings because they have internalized AA’s 
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IUDPHZRUN� IRU� QDYLJDWLQJ� WKH� VWLJPDV� DWWDFKHG� WR� DGGLFWLRQ�� )RU� .DUHQ��
WKH� GLIÀFXOW� SDUW� RI � MRLQLQJ�$$�ZDV� DGPLWWLQJ� WR� KHUVHOI � WKDW� VKH� FRXOG�
not independently manage her life and admitting that she needed help. The 
fellowship of  others who struggled with the same uncontrollable obsession 
SURYLGHV�D�IRUP�RI �FRQVRODWLRQ�IRU�KHU�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKDW�VKDPH��́ ,�WKLQN�D�ORW�
of  people stay away from Alcoholics Anonymous because they don’t want 
WR�DGPLW�WKH\�FDQ·W�WDNH�FDUH�RI �WKHPVHOYHV��,�ZDV�RQH�RI �WKRVH�SHRSOH�IRU�
VXUH«KRZ�FRPH�,·P�QRW�VWURQJ�HQRXJK�WR�GR�WKLV�RQ�P\�RZQ"�,�FDQ�WDNH�
care of  this by myself, when you just can’t.”
 Several interviewees reiterate that loss of  control over drinking or 
GUXJ�XVH�LV�D�GHÀQLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI �DGGLFWLRQ�RU�DOFRKROLVP��DQG�WKH\�VXJJHVW�
that it is a major source of  stigma because others fail to fully comprehend 
the loss of  control that accompanies the onset of  addiction in the disease 
PRGHO��*DU\�GHVFULEHV�KLV�GLIÀFXOW\�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�ORVV�RI �FRQWURO�WR�RWKHUV�
PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH��´,�WKLQN�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�QHYHU�JRLQJ�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�
EHFDXVH�,�GLGQ·W�XQGHUVWDQG�LW�P\VHOI �XQWLO�,�H[SHULHQFHG�LW�ZDV�ORVLQJ�WKH�
power of  choice.”
 AA members’ constant discussion of  these issues is almost exclusively 
in the company of  others who share common experiences and understandings 
RI � WKDW� ORVV�RI � FRQWURO��7KLV�ÀQGLQJ�SUREOHPDWL]HV�*RIIPDQ·V�QRWLRQ�RI �
´LQWHUFKDQJHµ�ZLWKLQ�KLV�WKHRU\�RI �IDFHZRUN��,QWHUFKDQJH�LV�GHÀQHG�DV�WKH�
corrective process by which an individual atones for his or her transgression 
DJDLQVW� VRFLDO�QRUPV� �����������DQG�*RIIPDQ�IUDPHV� WKLV�SURFHVV�HQWLUHO\�
in terms of  addressing the transgressions externally, in terms of  outsiders’ 
reactions to it. However, atonement in AA involves insiders who share the 
stigmatizing attribute rather than focusing on solely external atonement 
towards those who do not possess it.
 While to some extent this occurs through AA’s ninth step, in which 
the member makes amends to those they have directly affected (Alcoholics 
$QRQ\PRXV��������*RIIPDQ·V�SURFHVV�GRHV�QRW�DFFRXQW�IRU�KRZ�$$�LV�D�IDU�
more internalized process of  atonement. Though AA members possess a 
stigmatizing attribute, they generally can pass through their participation in 
$$�DV�D�´GLVLGHQWLÀHU�µ�RU�VRPH�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�WKDW�SURYLGHV�VRFLDO�PHDQLQJ�
GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQV�FUHDWHG�E\�D�VWLJPDWL]LQJ�DWWULEXWH��*RIIPDQ�
1963:44). Because AA is characterized by the voluntary internalization of  
disciplinary power’s normalization, this process of  atonement for a “blemish 
RI � LQGLYLGXDO� FKDUDFWHUµ� LV� OLNHZLVH� LQWHUQDO��*RIIPDQ·V� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI �
facework can be extended to encompass a more personal cultural capital 
that is sought by individuals exclusively for internal satisfaction which is not 
perceptible to general society. The institution of  AA is in many ways a hybrid 
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RI �WKH�VRFLDO�SURFHVVHV�RI �FRQWURO�WKHRUL]HG�E\�)RXFDXOW�DQG�*RIIPDQ�
 Meanwhile, focus group subjects lack the AA framework as a way 
RI � XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DQG� UHLQWHUSUHWLQJ� WKH� GLVFRXUVHV� WKDW� GHÀQH� WKHLU�
position in society as users, and they take a more individualistic approach 
to understanding the discourses that subjectify them. They are rendered 
“abject” (Bergschmidt 2004) or “lumpen” (Bourgois 2009), existing outside 
the power structures of  normalization as well as social solidarity. The focus 
group truly falls outside the realm of  normalization: due to their resistance 
to the regulation of  pleasure through the creation of  a discourse that 
reconstitutes a particular pleasure-seeking behavior as a form of  deviance. 
Alfred expresses his opposition to the idea of  drug use as deviance: 
“Addiction is just a thing, calling it a disease and a sickness is applying a 
negative to it, (Alfred).
� 7KLV� VWDXQFK� LQGLYLGXDOLW\� DV� D� WHFKQLTXH� WR� FRSH� ZLWK� ODEHOV� DQG�
FRQVHTXHQW� LQVHFXULW\� SUHVHQWV� D� SRLQW� RI � WHQVLRQ� EHWZHHQ� IRFXV� JURXS�
subjects and AA/12-step programs. Craig describes his experience with 
programs like AA negatively: “They force you to say that you’re an addict. 
They make it mandatory that you say certain things on a day-to-day basis. 
,� WKLQN�WKDW·V�EUDLQZDVKLQJ��SHUVRQDOO\�µ�,Q�DGGLWLRQ��PDQ\� LQGLYLGXDOV�IHHO�
further stigmatized within AA or related programs because of  the base 
assumption that seeking pleasure through mind-altering substances is wrong.  
Even among the focus group’s most free-spirited members, there is some 
internalization of  socially accepted norms.

e. Role of  Harm Reduction Organizations
 Debates about treatment for addiction have been framed as a 
GLFKRWRPRXV� FRQÁLFW� EHWZHHQ� DEVWLQHQFH�EDVHG� DSSURDFKHV� OLNH� $$� DQG�
KDUP� UHGXFWLRQ� WHFKQLTXHV�� $OWKRXJK� $$� DQG� KDUP� UHGXFWLRQ� DUH� ERWK�
considered full-treatment approaches, harm reduction has yet to offer 
comparable institutional support. While AA helps users manage stigma by 
framing their use and recovery in dominant discourses of  normalization, 
harm reduction participants do not share those experiences of  solidarity and 
support in creating alternative narratives. Despite the fact that many focus 
group respondents participated in harm reduction programs, few cite harm 
reduction as a major part of  their understandings of  drug use and addiction 
HYHQ�LQ�TXHVWLRQV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�UROH�RI �WUHDWPHQW�SURJUDPV�LQ�
LQÁXHQFLQJ� WKHVH� YLHZV�� ,QVWHDG�RI � UHIHUULQJ� WR�SRVLWLYH� H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�
KDUP�UHGXFWLRQ�SURJUDPV��UHVSRQGHQWV�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�UHIHUHQFH�QHJDWLYH�
experiences with 12-step programs. Alfred is one of  the few who positively 
UHÁHFWHG�RQ�WKHLU�KDUP�UHGXFWLRQ�SURJUDP�DV�DQ�RXWOHW�WR�FRQWURO�WKHLU�XVH�
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$� ORW� RI � WKH� JURXSV� KHUH� >DW� WKLV� KDUP� UHGXFWLRQ�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ@� VD\�� EDVLFDOO\�� LW·V� RND\� LI � \RX�XVH�� LW·V� \RXU�
choice, basically, but they also give you the option of  you 
can cut down, try to be abstinent even if  you fail. To me 
that’s better because you’re letting people do it their own 
way, while having a support group in place of  other people 
who do it maybe even people who are just supportive of  
others. To me, that’s a lot better than an AA or an NA 
program because when you think about it NA isn’t really 
applicable to the US as a whole. (Alfred) 

Some programs additionally embrace the individualistic ideological approach 
WR�GUXJ�XVH�H[SUHVVHG�E\�$QGUHZ��´,�GRQ·W�SHUVRQDOO\�WKLQN�LW·V�D�GLVHDVH�DW�
all…. A disease to me is like a poison or something, you have to cure it. 
People get high because they like to…there’s no bad in it.” 
 Other subjects also learned to separate their drug use from the externally 
imposed discourses that marked use or addiction as a discreditable attribute. 
Many are conscious that alternative views which counter the negative 
mainstream perception of  drug use also existed. These understandings 
UHÁHFW�WKH�SODWIRUPV�RI �XS�DQG�FRPLQJ�JURXSV��VXFK�DV�GUXJ�XVHUV·�XQLRQV�
ZKLFK�KDYH�VWDUWHG�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�DQG�1HZ�<RUN��7KHVH�JURXSV�SURPRWH�
XVHUV·�ULJKWV�DQG�ÀJKW�WKH�RSSUHVVLYH�FULPLQDOL]HG�GLVFRXUVHV�DQG�VWLJPD�WKDW�
FXUUHQWO\�GRPLQDWH� WKH�GUXJV�GHEDWH� �92&$/�������6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�'UXJ�
Users’ Union 2013). However, it is impossible to determine whether these 
common sentiments are due to personal experience with harm reduction or 
if  they are independently-reached conclusions, as few respondents reference 
KDUP�UHGXFWLRQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DV�SLYRWDO�LQÁXHQFHV�RQ�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�
of  substance use and abuse.
� ,W� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� QRWH� WKDW� PDLQVWUHDP� GLVFRXUVH� PLVWDNHQO\�
HTXDWHV�KDUP�UHGXFWLRQ�ZLWK�DQ\�QRQ�DEVWLQHQFH�RU�QRQ����VWHS�SURJUDP��
7KLV� SUREOHPDWLF� RYHUVLPSOLÀFDWLRQ� FRQÁDWHV� WKH� GLVWLQFW� LGHRORJLHV�
EHKLQG� WUHDWPHQW� PHWKRGV� SURPRWHG� E\� XVHUV·� XQLRQV� ZLWK� WHFKQLTXHV�
of  disciplinary control such as methadone maintenance. As discussed in 
the literature review, methadone maintenance seems to exert destructive 
biopower by removing the pleasure associated with opiate use without solid 
proof  that this method actually enhances a patient’s life in terms of  any 
increase in health or success (Bourgois 2000).
� )XUWKHUPRUH��UHVSRQGHQWV�DVVRFLDWH�WKLV�RYHUVLPSOLÀFDWLRQ�RI �VROXWLRQV�
WR�DGGLFWLRQ�DQG�GUXJ��RU�DOFRKRO�UHODWHG�KDUP�ZLWK�WKH�RYHUVLPSOLÀFDWLRQV�
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of  their drug use and identity that occur through labeling. Craig, who 
previously criticized mainstream accounts of  addiction for failing to provide 
a comprehensive picture of  users’ experiences, feels similarly limited by his 
treatment options:

)RU�VRPH�SHRSOH�>���VWHS�PHHWLQJV�ZRUN@��JUHDW��JRRG�IRU�
them but there need to be more options…. There need to 
be more methods that work for people because everyone’s 
different, everyone isn’t going to fall under one category 
or another. There needs to be a variety of  different routes 
to go to try and deal with it as best as you can, to meet the 
individual’s needs as best as possible. (Craig) 

Craig is frustrated by the application of  the 12-step as a solution for all drug 
and alcohol users in spite of  their highly idiosyncratic reasons for using. 
However, he does not situate this frustration with the 12-step program 
in conversely positive experiences with harm reduction programs. Dave 
suggests there are structural reasons for these limitations.

Harm reduction, what’s happening with that is that you 
have a lot of  people who promote or talk abstinence, 
but because of  funding they were forced to accept harm 
reduction, they have to teach harm reduction, but they 
don’t even believe in it…but they really are abstinence 
SHRSOH��VR�WKHUH·V�D�FRQÁLFW�WKHUH���'DYH�

Dave views the U.S. as highly penal towards drug use in comparison to places 
like Europe. He voices the perspective of  most focus group participants 
who believe that, in general society, there is no respect or sympathy for the 
circumstances or personal backgrounds of  drug users, harm reduction or 
not.

f. Archetypal Characters
� *LYHQ� WKH� ZD\� VXEMHFWV·� KLJKO\� LGLRV\QFUDWLF� SHUVSHFWLYHV� DQG�
experiences problematize the generalizing discursive regimes that surround 
WKHP��LW�LV�XVHIXO�WR�ORRN�DW�D�IHZ�LQGLYLGXDO�FDVHV��7KH�ÀUVW�WZR��6DP�DQG�
Luke, are archetypal illustrations of  the major differences between the AA 
members and focus group participants, respectively. The third, Derek, 
LOOXVWUDWHV�SHUKDSV� WKH� VWXG\·V�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW�ÀQGLQJ�� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI �
individual needs-based treatment approaches and agency for users seeking 
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recovery. Additionally, Derek demonstrates the importance of  nuance in 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�GLFKRWRPLHV�DQG�GHÀQLWLRQV�WKDW�GRPLQDWH�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�
substance use discourse.

Sam
� 6DP�ZDV�D�UHFRYHULQJ�DOFRKROLF�DQG�GUXJ�DGGLFW�ZKR�ZDV�ÀYH�PRQWKV�
LQWR�KLV�ÀUVW�SDLG�SRVLWLRQ�DV�D�GUXJ�DQG�DOFRKRO�FRXQVHORU��+H�ZDV�VREHU�IRU�
over 11 years and was an active participant in and proponent of  the “12-step 
social model” after becoming highly involved in the “aftercare” portion of  
KLV�ÀUVW����GD\�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�H[SHULHQFH�
� 6DP�HPEUDFHG�WKH�GLVHDVH�PRGHO�GXULQJ�KLV�ÀUVW�VWD\�DW�D�WUHDWPHQW�
facility that promoted AA. He says that he saw addiction as mostly biological 
and described meetings and other AA activities as the “chemo” necessary 
to arrest the incurable disease of  addiction. This comparison constitutes 
the most extreme adherence to the disease model among the subjects. 
While others who subscribe to AA’s disease model typically make efforts 
WR�GLVWDQFH� WKH�PHGLFDO�PRGHO�RI � DGGLFWLRQ� IURP�GLVHDVHV�QRW�GHÀQHG�E\�
conscious action (e.g. cancer), they nevertheless still repeat verbatim some 
RI � WKH� WHQHWV� RI �$$�GRFWULQH� WKDW� 6DP� UHIHUHQFHV�� ´,W·V� DQ� REVHVVLRQ� RI �
WKH�PLQG� DQG� DQ� DOOHUJ\� RI � WKH� ERG\�� ,� GRQ·W� NQRZ� LI � \RX·YH� KHDUG� WKDW�
EHIRUH«��)RU�RQH�WKLQJ�LW·V�GLDJQRVDEOH«LW·V�SULPDU\«LW�KDV�V\PSWRPV«
LW·V�WUHDWDEOH��LW·V�FKURQLF��DQG�LW·V�SURJUHVVLYH�DQG�IDWDO��$OO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�ÀW�WKH�
disease model.”
 Sam uses AA’s discursive framework to understand his history of  
drug use on his own terms and to successfully manage the shame imposed 
E\� GLVFLSOLQDU\� VRFLHW\��+LV� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� WKH� SURJUDP� UHTXLUHG� WKDW� KH�
tell his story and “carry the message” of  AA to other treatment programs 
so that he had the opportunity to rehearse and repeat his story as a drug 
addict and alcoholic in front of  others coping with the same issues. AA is 
an institutional resource through which Sam inverts biopower and imposes 
upon himself  in a way that puts him at peace with his transgressions of  
social norms. Additionally, he applies facework in an internal process of  
atonement by using AA’s narrative to reframe his use in a way that regains 
the face lost due to his drug use and criminal behavior.
� 6DP·V�ÀUVW�DGPLVVLRQ�WR�D�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�SURJUDP�ZDV�D�UHVXOW�RI �KLV�
arrest for the sale of  illegal drugs. His narrative counters this criminalizing 
experience by describing his recovery in terms of  his ability to provide for 
himself  and his family and participate in society as a functioning, moral 
adult. This evokes what focus group participant Dave describes as the ideal 
$$� SURGXFW�� ´>7KH� ���VWHS� SURJUDP� LV@� VWUXFWXUHG� WR� GR� WZR� WKLQJV�� DW�
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the end of  the process they want good workers and good soldiers. They 
want to prepare you to go back to work and be able to function in a work 
environment…if  you’re a free spirit or you’re a rebel or you just want to be 
left alone, that may not work for you.”
� $OWKRXJK�$$�IXQFWLRQV�DV�DQ�DUP�RI �D�KLJKO\�)RXFDXOGLDQ�VWUXFWXUH�
of  power relations imposed on drug users, AA still inverts the typical 
understanding of  disciplinary society as an oppressive entity in that it is 
consciously self-imposed. Sam voluntarily participates in a daily regimen of  
ritualistic behaviors in order to control his desire to seek pleasure through 
substances. He starts and ends each day with prayer and practices being 
mindful of  what he was doing throughout the day to remain sober.
� 6DP�H[SUHVVHV�IXOÀOOPHQW�LQ�KLV�DELOLW\�WR�OLYH�XS�WR�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI �
GLVFLSOLQDU\�VRFLHW\��)RU�H[DPSOH��KH�UHIHUHQFHV�KLV�VXFFHVV�LQ�WHUPV�RI �KRZ�
outsiders view his behavior, such as his daughter and even the judge who 
sentenced him before he went into treatment. After informing the judge 
that he had been awarded his six year token, Sam received the following 
UHVSRQVH�VLJQHG�ZLWK�WKH�MXGJH·V�ÀUVW�QDPH��´,W·V�VHOGRP�,�KHDU�IURP�SHRSOH�
,·YH�VHQWHQFHG«\RX�KDYH�D�ORW�WR�EH�SURXG�RI�µ
 Sam contrasts this with times in his life when he was engaging in 
LQDSSURSULDWH�EHKDYLRU�DQG�IUDPHV�WKHVH�VLWXDWLRQV�LQ�WHUPV�RI �UROH�FRQÁLFW�
�0HUWRQ��������´,·P�UDLVLQJ�P\�GDXJKWHU�DQG�,·P�WU\LQJ�WR�EH�D�IDWKHU��EXW�
,·P�DOVR�DQ�DGGLFW�µ�+HUH�KH�GHVFULEHV�KLV�WLPH�OLYLQJ�RQ�D�UXUDO�UDQFK�ZLWK�
several friends:

,W·V�OLNH�WKH�YDOOH\�WKDW�WLPH�IRUJRW��:H�ZHUH�OLNH�WKH�ORVW�
boys or something. We’re smoking marijuana and getting a 
six pack of  beer…and we’re just out in the hills swimming 
in reservoirs and drinking beer and smoking pot, not in 
school or thinking about the future, just hanging out, that 
was good enough for us…. We’re like children, but we’re 
in our 20s. (Sam)

� ,W� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� UHFRJQL]H�'DYH·V� LQVLJKW� WKDW� LI � DQ� LQGLYLGXDO�KDV�
failed to internalize the same ideals of  working and functioning in “normal” 
society, 12-step programs may not work for them. Sam’s willingness 
to embrace social norms therefore makes it possible for him to invert 
normalizing power structures in a way that makes him feel empowered and 
LQ�FRQWURO��,I �$$�SURGXFHV�́ JRRG�VROGLHUV�µ�WKHQ�6DP�LV�D�GHFRUDWHG�YHWHUDQ�
 Sam’s description of  addiction as a “soul sickness” illustrates that AA’s 
disease model takes on a spiritual and emotional character in addition to being 
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URRWHG�LQ�ELRORJ\��,W�LV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�RI �XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DGGLFWLRQ�DQG�GUXJ�XVH�
that Sam converges in some ways even with focus group participants, whose 
perspectives typically present an antithesis to Sam’s 12-step ideology. Nearly 
all respondents explain their use as a coping mechanism for addressing 
insecurity or other issues independent of  substance use. Sam describes the 
experience in relation to his childhood and adolescence:

,�DOZD\V�IHOW�GLIIHUHQW��DQG�,·YH�IRXQG�WKLV�WR�EH�WUXH�ZLWK�D�
lot of  addicts and alcoholics, there’s kind of  a hole inside 
RI �XV��ZKHUH�ZH�MXVW�GLGQ·W�UHDOO\�IHHO�OLNH�ZH�ÀW�LQ����,�ZDV�
trying to catch up, putting on a mask and trying to be a 
people pleaser, and a class clown, anything to be accepted 
EHFDXVH�,�UHDOO\�MXVW�IHOW�LQVHFXUH«�WKH�PLQXWH�,�FXW�FODVV�
DQG� WULHG� >PDULMXDQD@�� LW·V� OLNH� WKDW� IHHOLQJ� RI � HDVH� DQG�
FRPIRUW�FDPH�RYHU�PH�WKDW�,�QHYHU�KDG��\RX�NQRZ«��,·OO�
XVH�GHVSLWH�QHJDWLYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV��,�KDYH�D�FRPSXOVLRQ�WR�
XVH��,·OO�UDWLRQDOL]H��,·OO�PLQLPL]H��,·OO�JR�LQ�GHQLDO��,·OO�XVH�
DOO�WKH�GHIHQVH�PHFKDQLVPV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�JHW�ZKDW�,�ZDQW�
to feel some comfort and ease cause it’s so hard to just be, 
just living…. We have a hole inside us the wind could blow 
through. (Sam)

AA members like Sam attribute the program’s success to its ability to address 
this sense of  emptiness or insecurity through fellowship activities that build 
their self-esteem.
 Even Craig, the younger focus group participant who refers to 12-step 
programs as “brainwashing,” describes using substances to just feel normal 
and functional on a daily basis. The one exception to this commonality is 
*HRUJH��ZKRVH�GHSHQGHQF\�RQ�GUXJV�RULJLQDWHG�IURP�WKH�PHWKDPSKHWDPLQH�
prescriptions he received for ADHD and narcolepsy. This implies that his 
addiction results from a more medical rather than emotional dependency 
on drugs. Although the two groups converge in their understandings of  
why they use, AA members clearly diverge from focus group participants 
who do not believe that deriving emotional satisfaction from external 
substances constitutes addiction. Regardless, this sense of  insecurity is a key 
FRPPRQDOLW\�DPRQJ�DOO�LQWHUYLHZHHV�JLYHQ�WKH�FRQVHTXHQWLDO�LPSDFW�LW�KDV�
RQ�WKHLU�VHQVH�RI �LGHQWLW\�DQG�LWV�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�LQ�H[HUWLQJ�ELRSRZHU�RYHU�
WKHVH� XVHUV�� )RU� VRPH�� KRZHYHU�� LQWHUQDOL]DWLRQ� RI � LQVWLWXWLRQDO� IRUPV� RI �
normalization exacerbates, rather than alleviates, this insecurity. This is most 
obvious in the case of  the next archetypal subject, Luke.
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Luke
    Luke resists the socially accepted goals that Sam embraces. While Sam is 
D�VROGLHU�RQ�WKH�IURQW�OLQHV��/XNH�LV��LQ�WHUPV�RI �'DYH·V�FULWLTXH�RI �$$��WKH�
“rebel” who “just wants to be left alone.” However, in rejecting accepted 
means of  normalization, Luke has been marginalized to the point that it 
severely affects his self-worth and ability to cope with daily life, with or 
without drug use. He is an ideal type in characterizing what Bourgois (2009) 
observes as the destructive effects of  biopower on a lumpen population in 
5LJKWHRXV�'RSHÀHQG��8QOLNH�6DP��/XNH�KDV�QR�UHFRXUVH��LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�
or otherwise, against the layers of  discourses and labels imposed upon 
KLP��,QVWHDG��WKH�FRQVWDQW�VHQVH�RI �VKDPH�DQG�MXGJPHQW� LV�VRPHWKLQJ�KH�
struggled with and it is a major focus of  his responses. One way this is 
HYRNHG�LV�WKURXJK�WKH�GHHS�VHQVH�RI �FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�ZKLFK�/XNH�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�
both his daily activities and his identity itself:

7KDW·V� RQH� RI � WKH� RWKHU� WKLQJV� WKDW� ,·P� ÀQGLQJ� UHDOO\�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�LV�WKDW�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ�P\�OLIH�,·P�EHLQJ�
WROG�WKDW�LW·V�RND\�WR�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV�WKDW�,·YH�EHHQ�WROG�DUH�
QRW�RND\�IRU�DV�ORQJ�DV�,·YH�OLYHG��DQG�LW·V�RYHUZKHOPLQJ��
>3DXVHV@� ,� JXHVV� WKHUHLQ� OLHV� WKH� FRQXQGUXP�� KRZ� GR� ,�
UHDOO\�JHW�WR�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�,·P�RND\"�%HFDXVH�LW·G�EH�JUHDW�
WR�VD\�,·P�RND\�DQG�IHHO�LW�LQKHUHQWO\���/XNH��

While AA participants’ thorough internalization of  social norms provides 
a sense of  personal satisfaction and peace, Luke continues to struggle with 
WKH�FRQÁLFW�EHWZHHQ�KLV�ZLVK�WR�XVH�DQG�WKH�VRFLDO�SUHVVXUH�WR�GR�ZKDW�LV�
“right.” He is unsure of  how to frame his use, given his desire to completely 
shirk societal expectations and to seek individual pleasure through substance 
XVH�ZKLOH�KROGLQJ�PRUDO�TXDOPV�DERXW�UHEHOOLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI �
“normal” society. 
 This contrast between Sam and Luke evokes the larger differences 
between the two groups of  subjects and therefore can provide examples to 
support the previously described potential explanations for these distinctions. 
Luke’s responses in particular support the idea that layers and intersections 
of  stigmas provide one avenue through which biopower is destructive for 
some users but not others. Luke’s recollection of  coming out of  the closet 
DQG�ODWHU�FRQWUDFWLQJ�+,9�LOOXVWUDWHV�KRZ�KH�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�PRUH�VWLJPDWL]LQJ�
attributes than Sam:
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,�JUHZ�XS�YHU\�ODEHOHG��DQG�,�JUHZ�XS�YHU\�LQVHFXUH��DQG�
DV�,�NLQG�RI �GHYHORSHG�DQG�UHDOL]HG�ZKR�,�ZDV�DQG�KRZ�LW�
wasn’t part of  the majority, yeah that does something to 
your psyche. You can let go of  it and say fuck the world 
DQG�FKDPSLRQ�\RXU�FDXVH��RU�\RX�FDQ�OHW�LW�GHÀQH�DQG�VWLÁH�
\RX��:KHQ�,� UHDOL]HG�,�ZDV�JD\�� ,�ZDV�YHU\�SURXG�DERXW�
LW«�%XW�ZKHQ�,�EHFDPH�>+,9@�SRVLWLYH��LW�MXVW�ÁRRUHG�PH��
,�ZDVQ·W�UHDG\�IRU�WKDW��DQG�VRPHZKHUH�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��,�OHW�
LW�PDQLIHVW�LQ�P\�GUXJ�XVH��,W�GHÀQLWHO\�LQFUHDVHG�EHFDXVH�,�
ended up becoming a stereotype, which is so ironic. (Luke)

    Although there is not enough evidence to assert causality, other focus 
group participants’ similar responses suggest that the intersectionality of  
additional stigmatizing attributes may be a component to explaining the 
GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR� JURXSV�� /XNH·V� VH[XDO� RULHQWDWLRQ� DQG� +,9�
status are clear examples of  how other stigmas can exacerbate the already 
overwhelming social judgment regarding addiction.
 The way Luke framed his story also illustrates how some addicts are 
unable to manage public information about their identity as a user. AA 
UHVSRQGHQWV�FDQ�KLGH�RXWZDUG�VLJQLÀHUV�RI �WKHLU�VWDWXV�DV�D�XVHU�RU�DGGLFW�
while participating in constant discussions at meetings to learn how to frame 
and understand their own stories independent of  external, drug-related 
VKDPH�� ,Q�FRQWUDVW��/XNH� IDFHV� LQFHVVDQW� LQWHUQDO� DQG�H[WHUQDO� VKDPH�GXH�
WR�KLV�GUXJ�XVH��,Q�QHDUO\�HYHU\�UHVSRQVH�KH�RIIHUV�WR�D�TXHVWLRQ��KH�UHWXUQV�
to the sense of  indignity and judgment he feels as a result of  the unjust 
application of  mainstream discourses to his use. While Sam is subject to 
the same labels, he does not describe generalized social stigma as central 
LQ�KLV�GDLO\� OLIH� WR� WKH�H[WHQW� WKDW�/XNH�GRHV��7KLV�GLIIHUHQFH�DIÀUPV� WKDW�
some users have the capacity to control visibility of  their identities as users 
while others experience public stigma because they do not have the power 
to effectively compartmentalize this aspect of  their lives.
� )RU�/XNH�� WKLV� LV� H[SHULHQFHG� DV� D� VWUXJJOH� WR�ÀQG�KLV�RZQ� LGHQWLW\�
despite constant external impositions of  various labels and norms. Below, 
Luke describes the way his identity straddles multiple social judgments, 
labels, and discourses:

)RU�P\VHOI�� LW·V� EHHQ� WKLV� FRQVWDQW� SDWWHUQ� RI �PH� OLNLQJ�
WKLQJV� WKDW� DUH� QRW� DFFHSWHG� E\� VRFLHW\�� ,·YH� KDG� D� KDUG�
WLPH�MXVW�UHFRQFLOLQJ�WKH�IDFW�DQG�VD\LQJ�LW·V�RND\��3OXV�,·YH�
had some situations that truth be told, are not okay, and 
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VRPHKRZ�,�MXVW�KDYH�DOORZHG�P\VHOI �WR�WKLQN�WKDW�WKLQJV�
DUH�P\�IDXOW��VR�EDVLFDOO\�,�MXVW�ORDG�XS�ZLWK�EDJJDJH��DQG�
LQ�DOO�RI �WKLV�>SDXVHV@�,�KDYH�D�KDUG�WLPH�UHDOO\�RZQLQJ�XS�
WR�DQ\�SRVLWLYH�DWWULEXWHV�WKDW�,�PD\�KDYH�EHFDXVH�,·P�VR�
DVKDPHG� E\� WKH� SDVW� DQG� WKLQJV� WKDW� ,·YH� GRQH� DQG�P\�
IDLOXUHV� DQG� EODK� EODK� EODK�� %XW� XOWLPDWHO\�ZKR� FDUHV�� ,�
ZDQW�EH�KDSS\��,�ZDQW�SHDFH�RI �PLQG��$QG�,�ZDQW�WR�EH�
left the fuck alone because everyone deserves that. Society 
LV� QRW� YHU\� IRUJLYLQJ� VRPHWLPHV��P\VHOI � LQFOXGHG�� ,� FDQ�
RQO\�WU\�WR�GR�EHWWHU��EXW�,�GR�NQRZ�WKDW�DQRWKHU�WKLQJ�,�
IRUJRW�ZDV�WKDW�,�FDPH�WR�>WKLV�FLW\@�WR�EHWWHU�P\�OLIH��DQG�
,·P�ZRUVH�RII �WKDQ�ZKHQ�,�JRW�KHUH��,W·V�WLPH�WR�MXVW�JHW�
EDFN�RQ�WKH�EDOO��ÀJXUH�RXW�P\�SULRULWLHV�DQG�GR�WKHP�DQG�
WKH�IXQ�ZLOO�FRPH�ODWHU«�,�WKLQN�VRPHZKHUH�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�
,�DOORZHG�SHRSOH�WR�GLVUHVSHFW�PH�VR�PXFK�WKDW�,�ERXJKW�
LQWR�LW��DQG�,·YH�ORVW�VHQVH�RI �VHOI�UHVSHFW�DQG�LQ�WXUQ�,·YH�
EHFRPH�D� VNXOO�RI �ZKDW� ,�EHOLHYH� ,� FDQ�EH��$QG� ,�GRQ·W�
HYHQ�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�WDON�WR�SHRSOH�DQ\PRUH��,W·V�IXFNHG�XS��
(Luke)

,Q�VWDUN�FRQWUDVW�WR�6DP��/XNH�FRQVWDQWO\�YDFLOODWHV�EHWZHHQ�KLV�GHVLUH�WR�OLYH�
independently of  social norms and the pressure he feels to adhere to them 
during his struggle to make sense of  his own life. Sam gains agency within 
the AA discourse by constructing his own narrative through self-imposed 
normalization of  his experience as a drug user. Meanwhile, Luke faces a 
QH[XV�RI �FRQÁLFWLQJ�GLVFRXUVHV�DQG�LGHRORJLHV�ZKLFK�OHDYHV�KLP�XQVXUH�RI �
ZKHUH�KH�ÀWV�DV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��7KLV�FRQVWDQW�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�LQGLYLGXDO�LGHQWLW\�
contrasts with the centrality of  the group element in AA and the program’s 
ideal of  seeking help outside oneself. Relative to Sam, Luke is in the position 
of  the lumpen or the “abject other,” in which he does not feel he has an 
avenue through which he can be accepted by society. Beyond characterizing 
WKLV�H[SHULHQFH�DV�VLPSO\�OLYLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�FRQÀQHV�RI �PDLQVWUHDP�VRFLHW\��
Luke also describes how these constantly shifting discourses actually rob 
him of  his basic human dignity by impeding his capacity to self-determine 
KLV�LGHQWLW\��,Q�HIIHFW��KH�LV�UHQGHUHG�VXE�KXPDQ��D�́ VNXOOµ�RI �KLV�WUXH�LGHQWLW\�

Derek
 Sam and Luke present extreme examples of  the differences uncovered 
by this study. On one end of  the spectrum, Sam takes the disease model 
DV� GHÀQHG� E\� $$� DW� QHDUO\� IDFH� YDOXH� DQG� HPEUDFHV� WKH� GLVFRXUVHV� RI �
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normalization that surround that model in order to navigate the shame and 
VWLJPD�WKDW�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RWKHUZLVH�H[SHULHQFHV��+H�XVHV�WKHVH�WHFKQLTXHV�
of  control to manage shame such that these oppressive regimes instead 
become his livelihood, rather than a mode of  domination. Meanwhile, Luke 
faces an identity crisis due to his resistance to the ideology Sam embraces. 
He is marginalized to the fringes of  society and rendered lumpen by the 
destructive powers of  disciplinary society (Bourgois 2009). Derek, however, 
LV�GLIÀFXOW�WR�DVVRFLDWH�ZLWK�RQH�FDWHJRU\�RU�DQRWKHU��7KRXJK�KH�LV�DQ�$$�
member, Derek’s conceptions of  his use characterize a middle ground 
WKDW� H[LVWV� EHWZHHQ� WKHVH� WZR� HQGV�� ,QVWHDG� RI � UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH� JHQHUDO�
differences between the two groups, Derek’s take on treatment ideologies 
problematizes the generalities of  the drug debate, and in turn, evokes the 
larger issues that participants’ responses pointed to.
 Derek’s individualism is most evident in regards to how he approaches 
his participation in AA: with great skepticism. While there are other 
LQWHUYLHZHHV�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP�ZKR�GR�QRW�DFFHSW�DOO�$$�LGHDOV�XQTXHVWLRQLQJO\��
'HUHN�LV�XQLTXH�LQ�KRZ�PXFK�PRUH�RSHQ�DQG�IXQGDPHQWDO�KLV�FULWLTXHV�RI �
WKH�SURJUDP�DUH��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKLOH�PRVW�$$�PHPEHUV�DFFHSW�DGGLFWLRQ�DV�
a disease characterized by an individual inability to control drug use, Derek 
feels that whether or not it was a disease is irrelevant and that controlling it 
has to do with overcoming a weak sense of  self-control rather than a lack 
thereof. He describes his take on the disease model here:

,�JR�WR�$$��DQG�WKLV�,�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�D�ORW�WRR�EHFDXVH�LQ�
$$��LW·V�D�GLVHDVH��DQG�,�KHDU�WKDW�D�ORW�DQG�,·OO�EH�YHU\�IUDQN�
ZLWK�\RX��,�ZDV�DW�>QDPH�RI �KRVSLWDO@�QRW�WRR�ORQJ�DJR��DQG�
there was this little boy that was there and he was getting 
ready to have some radiology done, and the nurse comes 
out for him and the nurse says, Jennifer can you come 
KHUH��DQG�,� WKRXJKW�RK�P\�JRG�� LW�ZDV�D� OLWWOH�JLUO��,�KDG�
assumed it was a little boy because it had no hair, and it was 
a little girl that was suffering from cancer obviously, and 
,�ORRNHG�DW�WKDW�DQG�,�VDLG�WR�P\VHOI��QR�WKDW·V�D�GLVHDVH��,W�
ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�PH�JRLQJ�XS�WR�KHU�DQG�JRLQJ�¶,�NQRZ�ZKDW�
\RX·UH�JRLQJ�WKURXJK��,�KDYH�DOFRKROLVP�·�$QG�,�EOHZ�XS�D�
PHHWLQJ��,�VDLG�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�KRZ�GDUH�XV��VLW�KHUH��DQG�
WKLV�GLVHDVH�LI �\RX�ZDQW�WR�FDOO�LW�WKDW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�JDYH�
P\VHOI��,�KDYH�D�GLVHDVH�RI �WKH�PLQG�PD\EH��LW·V�FDOOHG�ODFN�
RI � VHOI � FRQWURO�� 7KDW·V�ZKHUH� ,� ÀQG� WKH�PRUDO� GLOHPPD�
LQ� LW� EHFDXVH� \RX� NQRZ�� FDXVH� ,� FRXOGQ·W� SXW� WKLQJV� LQ�
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SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�WKRXJKW�ZHOO�,·P�JRLQJ�WR�VKHG�VRPH�RI �
my accountability and call it a disease (Derek)

However, he does appreciate some aspects of  AA such as the group 
orientation and the sense of  vigilance towards a precarious abstinence 
from drugs. Derek, like so many other drug users and drinkers who want to 
recover, simply takes the pieces of  AA that work for him.
,W�LV�FUXFLDO�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�FHQWUDOLW\�RI �DJHQF\�LQ�'HUHN·V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
of  his recovery and his nuanced approach to AA because it evokes the 
fundamental philosophical disagreement that arose in Peele (2011) and 
McKeganey’s (2011) discussion regarding harm reduction and abstinence-
based treatment methods. They debate over which ideology provides 
users with a greater sense of  agency: an ideology that suggests users are 
entirely capable of  resisting the urge to use entirely (McKeganey, in favor 
of  abstinence) or one that suggests that they are capable of  using in a way 
WKDW� FRQWUROV� IRU� VXEVWDQFHV·� KDUPIXO� FRQVHTXHQFHV� �3HHOH�� LQ� IDYRU� RI �
harm reduction). Derek’s responses suggest that there may not be a single 
LGHRORJLFDO�DSSURDFK�ZKLFK�FOHDUO\�VHWWOHV�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ�
 At the time of  the interview, Derek had been abstinent for two and 
a half  years. While he acknowledges that AA had helped him, he is still 
adamant that the primary determinant of  whether or not someone used 
GUXJV�RU� UHPDLQHG�VREHU� LV�KLV�RU�KHU�RZQ�ZLOO��´,�GRQ·W� WKLQN�HLWKHU�RQH�
>$$�RU�1$@�NHHSV�PH�VREHU��,�WKLQN�D�ORW�RI �WKDW�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�GHVLUH��D�
person that wants to change can change.” This contrasts with some AA 
PHPEHUV� OLNH�*DU\�DQG�.DUHQ�ZKR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�SRLQWV�DW�
which they lose control over their use and need the program in their lives 
to overcome that sense of  unmanageability. This independent agency is the 
GHÀQLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI �'HUHN·V�LQWHUYLHZ��+H�XVHV�WKH�IHOORZVKLS�DQG�VROLGDULW\�
he feels in AA, but he does not take it to the extent of  Sam’s self-imposed 
GLVFLSOLQDU\�SRZHU��5DWKHU��WKH�GLVFXUVLYH�WHFKQLTXHV�E\�ZKLFK�KH�IUDPHV�KLV�
life are those that make sense to him as an individual.

,�GR�WU\�WR�NHHS�D�KXPRURXV�QRWH�DERXW�P\�OLIH��EHFDXVH�
D� ORW�RI � LW� LV� IXQQ\�DQG�D� ORW�RI � LW�DLQ·W�� ,�EHOLHYH� WKHUH·V�
D� VLOYHU� OLQLQJ� WR�HYHU\RQH«��7KDW·V�KRZ�,�KDYH� WR� ORRN�
at things because otherwise my whole life’s been a waste. 
(Derek)

Derek’s distinct perspective is paradoxically most representative of  the 
challenges subjects face in attempting to frame their lives in terms of  
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VWDQGDUG� LGHDV� DQG� GHÀQLWLRQV� RI � DGGLFWLRQ�� ,W� VHHPV� WKDW� 'HUHN·V� VHOI�
determined understanding of  his identity, history, and approach to recovery 
help him remain sober and healthy in spite of  the negativity which underlies 
his perspective. Although AA can be viewed as a formal institutionalization 
of  the discursive power structures that seeks to label and normalize drug 
users, even subjects who are highly involved in the program maintain caveats 
to their understandings of  addiction which do not align their stories with 
AA’s discourse.
 Derek’s experience fundamentally challenges the debate between 
0F.HJDQH\� DQG� 3HHOH� E\� TXHVWLRQLQJ� WKH� IDOVHO\� GLFKRWRPRXV� LGHRORJLHV�
that surround users in a nexus of  dominating discursive power regimes. 
8QOLNH�'HUHN�ZKR�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�VHQVH�RI �VHOI ��´,�MXVW�NHHS�LW�
UHDO«�,�DP�WROG�,�PDUFK�WR�WKH�EHDW�RI �D�GLIIHUHQW�GUXPPHU�µ���PDQ\�RWKHUV�
may never feel comfortable understanding their identity or sense of  self. 
5HVHDUFK�KDV�DOVR�LGHQWLÀHG�WKLV�SURFHVV�RI �LGHQWLW\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DV�D�FUXFLDO�
IHDWXUH�RI �UHGXFLQJ�GUXJ�UHODWHG�KDUP��)ULHGPDQ�DQG�$OLFHD��������'HUHN��
like so many other users, is neither a “soldier” produced by AA’s disciplinary 
UHJLPH�QRU�D�´VNXOOµ�UHQGHUHG�HQWLUHO\�DEMHFW�E\�WKH�WHFKQLTXHV�RI �FRQWURO�
exerted over less economically productive drug users. He problematizes the 
notions of  naming and labeling themselves as a part of  the mainstream drug 
debate.

DISCUSSION
 This study was limited primarily by its time frame (nine months) 
and material resources. With more time or funding one could pursue this 
subject using more controlled or extensive methods. This could be achieved, 
for example, with a longitudinal study. One hypothesis is that the stages 
of  treatment, as well as the types of  treatment users receive, would be the 
strongest determinants of  how they understand their addiction and navigate 
the stigmas and pressures they are constantly subjected to. A longitudinal 
study could use completion of  a given program, years of  sobriety, or type 
RI � WUHDWPHQW� DV� LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV� LQÁXHQFLQJ� WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�
of  user understandings of  addiction, identity, use, and stigma. Such a study 
could reveal the causal relationship between recovery and experiences of  
addiction and stigma. 
 Similarly, data could be collected to explore a relationship between 
users’ demographic characteristics (e.g. socioeconomic status) and their 
perspectives and experiences. Using demographic characteristics as 
independent variables would be useful in exploring several relationships that 
HPHUJHG�IURP�P\�ÀQGLQJV��2QH�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�UROH�JHQGHU�SOD\V�LQ�WKHVH�
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understandings and power structures. Due to the sample limitations, this 
VWXG\�RQO\�UHDFKHG�RQH�IHPDOH�VXEMHFW��*HQGHU�DQG�VH[XDOLW\�RIIHU�D�QXPEHU�
of  complications and nuances in the power relations and social phenomena 
that surround substance use and abuse.
 Another hierarchy of  power structures within this domain of  society 
that became apparent during data collection is the division that exists between 
´SXUHµ�DOFRKROLFV�DQG�RWKHU�GUXJ�XVHUV�DQG�DGGLFWV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��RQH�FRXOG�
explore how this distinction manifests itself  through the divide that exists 
EHWZHHQ�$$�DQG�1$��)LQDOO\��WKH�DUWLÀFLDO�GLFKRWRP\�WKDW�FRQÁDWHV�DOO�QRQ�
12-step treatment programs under the label “harm reduction” has left a 
vacuum in understandings of  support systems for users who do not see 
abstinence or traditional treatment programs as viable routes to recovery. 
The emergence of  users’ unions and other support systems, such as the 
charitable organization through which focus group subjects were contacted, 
presents a new era in the domain of  substance use policy and treatment and 
is therefore worth more thorough examination. The potential for alternative 
frameworks in this area is inexhaustible, but the integration of  more user 
voices into this discussion is one of  the most important steps future research 
should take.

&21&/86,21
 This study set out to integrate the voices of  users themselves into a 
discourse from which they have been absent. Simultaneously, their silence 
implicitly perpetuates the mainstream drug debate’s construction of  
dichotomies and labels which serve only to exert control over drug users. 
Some users embrace these externally imposed identities and are normalized 
into productive members of  society once again, rendered capable of  
PDVNLQJ� WKH� VKDPH� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� WKHLU� XVH�� )RU� WKRVH�ZKR� UHVLVW� WKHVH�
VRFLDO� QRUPV�� WKHVH� WHFKQLTXHV�RI �ELRSRZHU�EHFRPH�GHVWUXFWLYH�� H[HUWLQJ�
control by subjectifying them as a lumpen (Bourgois 2009) population who 
are robbed of  basic human dignity and exist only as a deviant subculture.
�� 7ZR�IXQGDPHQWDO�ÀQGLQJV�RI �WKLV�VWXG\�DUH�WKH�KLHUDUFK\�RI �VWLJPD�
and the diversity of  disciplinary power that are prevalent in comparisons 
RI �VXEMHFW�UHVSRQVHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�JURXSV�RI �VXEMHFWV��)RU�
example, focus group participants feel more abject and pushed to the margins 
of  society than individual interviewees. Some of  this is a result of  pre-existing 
stigmas that are readily visible such as race or socioeconomic status (e.g. 
sleeping on the streets). Some is even a result of  stigmatization from other 
XVHUV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�LQWHUYLHZHHV�ZKR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�
only alcoholics but not drug addicts allude to a social distance between users 
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EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�GUXJ�RI �FKRLFH�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV��)XUWKHUPRUH��*RIIPDQ·V�
theories are applicable beyond simply the stigmatization of  drug use, as his 
theory of  facework is useful in understanding how some participants in the 
individual interviewee group use the 12-step treatment ideology to navigate 
VWLJPD�DQG�GLVFLSOLQDU\�SRZHU��7KRXJK�WKHUH�LV�LQVXIÀFLHQW�GDWD�WR�HVWDEOLVK�
causality between possible explanatory variables that respondents allude 
to and their respective experiences, these dissimilarities are a rich area for 
potential research.
 One of  the most interesting explanations for these disparities is 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�$$��7KH� $́$�LGHRORJ\µ��7RXUQLHU�������JHQHUDWHV�D�KLJKO\�
)RXFDXOGLDQ�SRZHU�VWUXFWXUH��EXW�LW�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�D�VHOI�LPSRVHG�HQWLW\�
of  disciplinary power rather than by discursive control. AA members are 
highly conscious of  this regimen, and this inversion of  its typical form, 
from an oppressive externally imposed power structure to a self-determined 
mode of  countering discourses of  disciplinary society, seems to have a 
positive effect on their daily lives. These expressions of  satisfaction are 
RIWHQ� GHVFULEHG� LQ� WHUPV� RI � IXOÀOOPHQW� RI � VRFLDOO\� DFFHSWHG� QRUPV� DQG�
goals, which suggests that AA worked for people like Sam who are happy 
with those norms.
 However, while this counter-narrative to stigmatization can be 
FRQVWUXHG� DV� IDFHZRUN�� WKH� XQLTXH� IRUP� LW� WDNHV� SUHVHQWV� D� FKDOOHQJH� WR�
*RIIPDQ·V� ������� QRWLRQ� RI � ´LQWHUFKDQJH�µ�:KLOH�*RIIPDQ� IUDPHV� VXFK�
processes by which a stigmatized individual corrected their stigma as 
directed towards other, “normal,” (1963:5) members of  society, AA is the 
institutionalization of  the internal atonement that takes place for users. 
Members only make public the positive changes against their stigma in 
the company of  others who suffer from the same attribute. This extends 
*RIIPDQ·V�SURFHVVHV�RI �FRUUHFWLYH�IDFHZRUN�E\�DGGLQJ�GLPHQVLRQV�RI �ERWK�
internalization and solidarity to them.
  Conversely, a more individualistic perspective emerges from users 
who did not participate in AA. They express resistance to these societally 
prescribed goals and therefore do not embrace an ideology that gives them 
the means of  navigating these discursive regimes of  power by submitting 
to them like AA participants do. Rather, they experience biopower’s more 
destructive capacities and live on the fringes of  society, as an “abject” 
(Bergschmidt 2004:60) population. However, the ideology that many focus 
group participants embrace individually—that drug use is acceptable if  it 
does not hurt others—is beginning to emerge in a more institutionalized 
form, through organizations such as drug users’ unions.
  Closer examination of  the form in which their ideology is 
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LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG²²XQGHU� WKH� XPEUHOOD� WHUP� RI � ´KDUP� UHGXFWLRQµ²²
alludes to one of  the most crucial issues users’ responses illuminated: that 
)RXFDXOGLDQ�ELRSRZHU�JDLQV�LWV�GHVWUXFWLYH�FDSDFLW\��%RXUJRLV�������WKURXJK�
LWV�VXEMHFWLÀFDWLRQ�RI �LQGLYLGXDOLVWLF�SHRSOH�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LQWR�JHQHUDO�
populations and entities. 
 An obvious example is its ability to achieve this even at an institutional 
OHYHO��E\�FRQÁDWLQJ�LGHRORJLHV�OLNH�WKRVH�RI �WKH�XVHUV·�XQLRQV�DQG�WKH�IRFXV�
group participants with the ones that underpin technologies of  social 
FRQWURO�OLNH�PHWKDGRQH�PDLQWHQDQFH��7KLV�LV�GRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�
of  both of  these entities under a single label of  “harm reduction.”
 While this study did not solely or primarily consider treatment ideologies, 
such as 12-step or harm reduction, as a way of  framing understandings of  
substance abuse, they became a crucial points of  comparison. Treatment 
ideologies serve as examples of  how the dominant discourses surrounding 
drug use tend towards dichotomies such as harm reduction vs. abstinence or 
disease vs. crime to understand and address drug and alcohol-related harm. 
:KLOH�VRPH�KDYH�SRVHG�FRQWLQXXPV�RI �XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH²²
the idea that the best solution is a combination of  harm reduction and 
DEVWLQHQFH�EDVHG� WHFKQLTXHV²²HYHQ� WKHVH� SRVLWLRQ� WKH� LVVXHV� DV� D� GHEDWH�
between two ends, with harm reduction as a single entity placed in opposition 
to abstinence, when it is more accurately characterized by an account of  the 
complex, multi-dimensional relationship between an individual and their 
environment (Rhodes 2002). 
� 7KLV� RYHUVLPSOLÀFDWLRQ� RI � KDUP� UHGXFWLRQ� LV� DQDORJRXV� WR� WKH�
process by which disciplinary power is exerted upon drug users: a single 
label is applied to a group of  highly diverse individuals as a means of  more 
HIÀFLHQWO\� FRQWUROOLQJ� WKHLU� EHKDYLRU�� 7KLV� LV� HYRNHG� PRVW� HPSKDWLFDOO\�
by Luke, for whom the constant application of  labels leaves him feeling 
completely empty as if  the constant pressure of  multiple labels has robbed 
him of  his true identity. 
 While this study set out to challenge a set of  dichotomous discourses 
WKDW� WUDSSHG� WKHVH� LQGLYLGXDOV� LQ� DQ� RYHUVLPSOLÀHG� QH[XV� RI � GHEDWHV�� WKH�
DOWHUQDWLYH� ZD\� RI � XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKHP� WKURXJK� FRQWLQXXPV� LV� HTXDOO\�
problematic in that it merely allows room for middle ground while still 
positioning these addiction paradigms as entities with two opposing 
sides. Although the use of  more generalized terms is useful in discussing 
larger policy issues addressing substance use and addiction, these general 
understandings fail to be constructive when they are used at the expense 
of  more individualized treatment approaches. A more comprehensive 
framework would acknowledge the voices of  users and the crucial dimension 
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WKHLU�XQLTXH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWV�DGG�WR�DQ\�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI �
substance use as a social issue. While drug users, drinkers, alcoholics, addicts, 
´VNXOOV�µ�DQG�´VROGLHUVµ�ZDQW�WKHLU�YRLFHV�KHDUG�DV�LQGLYLGXDOV��WHFKQLTXHV�RI �
biopower instead drive the discourses that are central in the substance use 
debate.
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Abstract
This essay argues that the liberal democratic voting system reproduces 
LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUUDQJHPHQWV�WKDW�SUHYDLO�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�UHLÀHG�V\VWHP��7KH�LGHDV�
RI �/XNDFV��(DJOHWRQ��DQG�0DU[�DUH�XVHG�WR�SURGXFH�D�V\QWKHVL]HG�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI �
´UHLÀFDWLRQµ�DQG�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�$PHULFDQ�YRWLQJ�V\VWHP��'HPRFUDF\�UHSUHVHQWV�
a system of  identity between people and their government, but the system of  
OLEHUDO� GHPRFUDF\�EHFRPHV� ´WKLQJLÀHGµ� DV�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� LV� UHGXFHG� WR� YRWLQJ��
7KH�FDVH� VWXG\�RI � WKH�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�5RFN� WKH�9RWH� FDPSDLJQ�H[HPSOLÀHV� WKH�
process of  instilling passive participation in young voters and reproduces the 
belief  that the current system is immutable and all-powerful. Voting, therefore, 
UHSURGXFHV� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� DUUDQJHPHQWV� WKDW� SUHYDLO� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW� UHLÀHG�
system.  
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 When asked about her contributions to the 2008 Rock the Vote 
FDPSDLJQ�� SRS�PXVLFLDQ� 6KHU\O�&URZ� UHVSRQGHG�� ´,� DP� VR� WKULOOHG� WR� EH�
working with Rock the Vote at this very crucial time in our country’s history. 
This is our moment to wake up and seize our power regarding the future 
of  this nation and what it stands for” (RTV 2008). The Rock the Vote 
campaign states that its mission is “to engage and build political power for 
young people in our country” (RTV 2008).  However, by focusing exclusively 
on increasing voter participation, the campaign contributes to the social 
UHLÀFDWLRQ� RI � SROLWLFDO� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� E\� DOLHQDWLQJ� WKH� DFW� RI � YRWLQJ� IURP�
the surrounding system of  liberal democracy. Rock the Vote encourages all 
HOLJLEOH�FLWL]HQV�WR�VXEPLW�LQGLYLGXDO�YRWHV�ZLWKRXW�TXHVWLRQLQJ�WKH�JUHDWHU�
history and context that constructs the  political domain.  This paper applies 
WKH�0DU[LVW�WKHRU\�RI �UHLÀFDWLRQ��RULJLQDOO\�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�HFRQRPLF�
V\VWHP��WR�H[SORUH�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI �IRFXVLQJ�H[FOXVLYHO\�RQ�RQH�IRUP�RI �
constituent participation in the political system.  When citizens acknowledge 
the limited power of  the individual act of  submitting a vote, they gain the 
ability to examine and reconceptualize the larger political reality of  a liberal 
democracy as something with the potential to be transformed. 
� 7KH�0DU[LVW�WHUP�́ UHLÀFDWLRQµ�LV�EURDGO\�GHÀQHG�DV�WKH�REMHFWLÀFDWLRQ�
RI �VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV��7KH�0DU[LVW�KXPDQLVW�*DMR�3HWURYLý���LQ�A Dictionary of  
Marxist Thought�� GHÀQHV� UHLÀFDWLRQ� DV� ´WKH� DFW«�RI � WUDQVIRUPLQJ� KXPDQ�
properties, relations, and actions into properties, relations, and actions of  
man-produced things which have become independent… of  man and 
JRYHUQ�KLV� OLIHµ�������������7KXV��UHLÀFDWLRQ�LV�D�SURFHVV�WKDW�IUDJPHQWV�D�
system of  human relationships and alienates these individual pieces from the 
V\VWHP�WR�ZKLFK�WKH\�EHORQJ��:LWKLQ�D�UHLÀHG�V\VWHP��LQGLYLGXDOV�RQO\�VHH�D�
portion of  a given social process in isolation rather than in context. As the 
division of  labor deepens and tasks become more specialized, individuals 
feel greater disconnect between their immediate task and its purpose in a 
ODUJHU�FRQWH[W��WKHUHE\�FUHDWLQJ�VRFLDO�UHLÀFDWLRQ��
� 7KH� FRQFHSW� RI � UHLÀFDWLRQ� ZDV� IXUWKHU� GHYHORSHG� SRVW�0DU[� E\�
*HRUJ� /XNDFV� LQ� KLV� ERRN��History and Class Consciousness. To understand 
WKH� DOLHQDWLRQ�FDXVHG�E\� VRFLDO� UHLÀFDWLRQ�� LW� LV�XVHIXO� WR� FRQFHSWXDOL]H� DQ�
individual’s own consciousness of  his position. According to Lukacs, 
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WUXH�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�UHTXLUHV�́ WKH�UHODWLRQ�>RI �PDQ@�WR�VRFLHW\�DV�D�
whole.” Only when this relation is established does man’s true consciousness 
HPHUJH� ����������� /XNDFV� H[SDQGV� XSRQ� WKH� FRQFHSW� E\� LGHQWLI\LQJ� WKH�
common misconception of  viewing the world as separate from oneself, 
ZKLFK� KH� WHUPV� ´IDOVH� FRQVFLRXVQHVV�µ�+H� GHÀQHV� IDOVH� FRQVFLRXVQHVV� DV�
one’s inability to recognize how class position and historical circumstances 
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shape subjectivity and social relations. When individuals possess a false 
consciousness, they see their separation from the larger world—the 
H[SHULHQFH�RI �VRFLDO�UHLÀFDWLRQ³DV�QDWXUDO���
� $V� UHLÀFDWLRQ�GLVORFDWHV� VRFLDO� H[SHULHQFHV�� VRFLDO�SURFHVVHV� WDNH�RQ�
powers of  their own in the subjective experience of  individuals. Even for 
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKRVH�UROHV�LQ�SURGXFWLRQ�UHTXLUH�GLUHFW�LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�
human beings, a personal sense of  overall purpose is lost and a general sense 
RI �V\VWHP�ZLGH�FDXVH�DQG�HIIHFW�LV�REVFXUHG��5HLÀFDWLRQ�DOVR�RFFXUV�DW�WKH�
OHYHO�RI �WKH�VWDWH��DV�/XNDFV�H[SODLQV��´WKH�IRUPDO�VWDQGDUGLVDWLRQ�RI �MXVWLFH��
WKH�VWDWH��WKH�FLYLO�VHUYLFH�DQG�VR�IRUWK��VLJQLÀHV�REMHFWLYHO\�DQG�IDFWXDOO\�D�
comparable reduction of  all social functions to their elements, a comparable 
search for the rational formal laws of  these carefully segregated partial 
V\VWHPVµ� �����������:KHQ� LQGLYLGXDOV� VHH� WKH� FXUUHQW� VWDWH� DV� D� SURGXFW�
of  its history, their view is inclusive of  the various transformations and 
processes of  change that shape the government. When individuals see the 
current state in isolation from its historical trajectory, they see the prevailing 
system of  government as immutable and as a singular option. 
� 5DWKHU�WKDQ�TXHVWLRQLQJ�DEVWUDFWLRQV�DQG�GHVLULQJ�WKDW�WKH\�EH�FOHDUO\�
GHÀQHG��LQGLYLGXDOV�WHQG�WR�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�EHVW�PHDQV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHLU�HQGV�
within the existing form of  the state. This process of  achieving ends without 
recognizing the totality of  the current system can be termed “instrumental 
UDWLRQDOLW\µ� �.RORGQ\� ������� ,QVWUXPHQWDO� UDWLRQDOLW\� LV� REVHUYHG� LQ� WKH�
SXUVXLW�RI �SURÀW�ZLWKLQ�D�FDSLWDOLVW�HFRQRP\��,Q�WKLV�V\VWHP��ZRUNHUV�WUDGH�
their labor for a living wage, without recognizing that capitalists are exploiting 
WKHLU�ODERU�SRZHU�WR�SURGXFH�PD[LPXP�SURÀW��)RU�WKHVH�ZRUNHUV��WKH�ODFN�
of  consciousness of  the capitalist economic system beyond their immediate 
roles precludes their ability to imagine an alternative. An awareness of  the 
historical trajectory that has created the current economic system expands 
their consciousness and enables workers to recognize that no system is 
natural or unchangeable. This expanded consciousness positions workers 
to change the system rather than to merely work within its constraints. 
Successful revolution within a capitalist system can arrive only when the 
ZRUNLQJ� FODVV� DFNQRZOHGJHV� LWV� DOLHQDWHG� VWDWH� DQG� UHXQLÀHV� ´VXEMHFW� DQG�
REMHFW�� WRUQ� JULHYRXVO\� DVXQGHU� E\� WKH� HIIHFWV� RI � UHLÀFDWLRQµ� �(DJOHWRQ�
1991:98).
 Our current system of  liberal democracy produces a similarly limited 
FRQVFLRXVQHVV� WKDW� GRHV� QRW� HQFRXUDJH� FLWL]HQV� WR� TXHVWLRQ� LWV� UHLÀHG�
character. Democracy represents a relationship between people and their 
JRYHUQPHQW��EXW�WKH�V\VWHP�RI �OLEHUDO�GHPRFUDF\�EHFRPHV�´WKLQJLÀHGµ�DV�
participation is limited to voting options that do not represent substantive 
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change. The process of  voting, a particular form of  participation, enables 
YRWHUV�WR�SDUWDNH�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�ZLWKRXW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RU�TXHVWLRQLQJ�
WKH� XQGHUO\LQJ� KLVWRULFDO� DQG� LQVWLWXWLRQDO� SURFHVVHV� RI � WKLV� V\VWHP�� )RU�
many, casting a ballot may provide the illusion of  full participation, especially 
IRU� WKRVH�ZKR�À[DWH�RQ�YRWLQJ�DV� WKH�DSH[�RI �SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�� DQG�
these voters may be unaware of  how voting constitutes just one process 
RI �D�FRPSOH[�DQG�RSDTXH�V\VWHP��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�VRFLDO�SURFHVV�RI �YRWLQJ�
reproduces the system and liberal democracy continues to foster a relation 
of  passivity between the individual and the political structure.
 Many voters continually fail to historicize the social processes that 
make up liberal democracy and do not acknowledge active forms of  political 
participation that have potential to change the system. The right to actively 
participate derives from the broad freedoms of  speaking out, assembling, 
DQG�IRUPLQJ�DVVRFLDWLRQV��3ROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVW�3DWULFN�-��&RQJH�GHÀQHV�SROLWLFDO�
participation as 
 

,QGLYLGXDO�RU�FROOHFWLYH�DFWLRQ�DW�WKH�QDWLRQDO�RU�ORFDO�OHYHO�
that supports or opposes state structures, authorities, and/
or decisions regarding allocation of  public goods. Three 
DVSHFWV�RI �WKH�GHÀQLWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�HPSKDVL]HG��)LUVW��WKH�
action can be verbal or written. Second, it can be violent 
or nonviolent. Third, it can be of  any intensity (Conge 
�����������

Community organizing for public services and cooperative labor strikes 
against management are examples of  legitimate political action as they 
characterize the legal right to organize and strike as a public good. Historically, 
political participation has utilized forms of  assembly that extend far beyond 
the measurable and passive process of  casting votes. Voting alone may 
UHSURGXFH�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DUUDQJHPHQWV�WKDW�SUHYDLO�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�UHLÀHG�
system. 
 The Rock the Vote campaign introduces young voters to the system 
of  liberal democracy, but its emphasis on voting alone can result in passive 
participation and isolate engagement in the voting process from the greater 
context of  all political action. As older generations become a smaller share of  
the total electorate, reversing the historical trend of  political inactivity among 
young citizens becomes particularly important to maintaining the viability of   
a truly democratic system. Established during the 1992 presidential election, 
Rock the Vote initiated a mass media campaign on the cable music channel 
MTV using public service announcements in which celebrities urged young 
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adults to vote (Burgess et al. 2000). By 1996, this media campaign included 
radio announcements, joined with the MTV “Choose or Lose” Bus, and 
UHJLVWHUHG� DOPRVW� ������� YRWHUV� �%XUJHVV� HW� DO�� ������� � ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� 5RFN�
WKH�9RWH�GHYHORSHG�WKH�ÀUVW�SURJUDP�WR�UHJLVWHU�YRWHUV�E\�SKRQH�DQG�WKH�
ÀUVW�ZHEVLWH� WR�RIIHU�RQOLQH�YRWHU� UHJLVWUDWLRQ� �%XUJHVV� HW� DO�� �������:LWK�
the efforts of  the Rock the Vote 2004 campaign, voting amongst registered 
young adults increased by 8 percent (Smith 2008). By the 2008 presidential 
HOHFWLRQ�� WKH� 3KLODGHOSKLD� ,QTXLUHU� ZULWHU� -DPHV� 6DQGHUV� UHIHUUHG� WR� WKH�
campaign as a “major political organizer with a voice” that registered 
2.5 million voters through its online system (Sanders 2008). These early 
campaigns made substantial progress towards familiarizing young people 
with the social relations of  liberal democracy. 
 The Rock the Vote campaign contributes to a relation of  passivity 
between voters and the state that fosters a de-politicizing form of  
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�� /LEHUDO� GHPRFUDF\� EHFRPHV� ´WKLQJLÀHGµ� E\� WKH� 5RFN� WKH�
9RWH�FDPSDLJQ�WKURXJK�YDULRXV�VXSHUÀFLDO�PDUNHWLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�WKDW�IXVH�
pop culture, technology, and politics. This fusion is explained more clearly on 
Rock the Vote’s website, where the group states that its mission is born out 
of  the belief  that “partnering with artists, musicians, actors, and technology 
companies is key to engaging with young people, driving a greater amount 
RI �WKHP�WR�YRWH�LQ�HOHFWLRQVµ��579��������,WV�JRDO�DV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�WR�
increase voting numbers rather than to advocate for an expanded conception 
RI �DFWLYH�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��,Q�LWV�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�6KHU\O�&URZ��LQ�ZKLFK�
the musician freely distributed her new album to anyone who registered 
three people to vote in the 2008 election, Rock the Vote alienated the act of  
voting from the larger political system (Stone 2008). Although the mission of  
the campaign was to increase voting numbers, Sheryl Crow’s musical album 
was entirely unrelated to politics. Rock the Vote creates campaigns that are 
dedicated to raising voter registration numbers rather than encouraging 
\RXQJ�YRWHUV�WR�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�SRZHU�RI �WKH�YRWH�RU�HGXFDWLQJ�WKHP�DERXW�
other forms of  political action that they can take. 
 The 2008 partnership between AT&T and Rock the Vote also 
demonstrates the passive nature of  citizens within the liberal democratic 
system. Through the partnership, the Rock the Vote campaign used wireless 
applications including text message opt-in lists for voter registration updates 
DQG�WRROV��:HDYHU��������7KH�PDUNHWLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�H[FOXVLYH�
celebrity ringtones promoting the importance of  voting, resulting in further 
UHLÀFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�YRWLQJ�V\VWHP��:HDYHU��������5DWKHU�WKDQ�HQFRXUDJLQJ�
active political collaborations among citizens, Rock the Vote has created an 
impersonal culture of  mass voting registration.  
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 Rock the Vote inspires young people to vote by utilizing various 
PDUNHWLQJ� WDFWLFV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� HQFRXUDJLQJ� WKHP� WR� TXHVWLRQ� WKH� SXUSRVH�
of  voting and to explore alternate forms of  political participation. Young 
people who are introduced to the liberal democratic system through this 
campaign are not made aware of  the history of  political change or the 
context of  wider political participation. With an expanded understanding of  
how social processes are historicized, constituents would no longer perceive  
the current liberal democratic system as immutable. By acknowledging the 
boundaries  of  the system, individuals break from pre-established thinking 
and create a space which allows alternative political realities to be developed. 
,� DGYRFDWH� IRU� WKH� PRUH� H[WHQVLYH� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� WKDW� ZLOO�
allow individuals to reunify subject and object, generating the potential to 
transform the very society in which we live.  
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Co-opting Civil Resistance: 
The Depoliticization of  
Mainstream American Hip-Hop
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Abstract
This research sets out to investigate the widespread criticisms of  the condition 
of  American hip-hop on the radio. Many consumers of  hip-hop make the 
intuitive claim that rap artists have become increasingly uninterested in being 
forces of  social change as the genre has evolved into a mainstream cultural 
institution. Rather, contemporary radio-rappers appear far more concerned with 
bank statements, bling, and “blades” (i.e. extravagant car rims). Although these 
W\SHV�RI � FODLPV� DUH� IUHTXHQWO\�EDQGLHG� DERXW��QR�TXDQWLWDWLYH� DQDO\VLV�RI � WKH�
ÀHOG�FXUUHQWO\�H[LVWV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKHVH�SHUFHLYHG�WKHPDWLF�VKLIWV��7KLV�SURMHFW�
examines rap songs from Billboard’s year-end hip-hop charts from 1990-2004, 
while coding those songs for a variety of  both sociopolitical and nonpolitical 
themes. The results exhibit hip-hop’s clear divestiture from sociopolitical 
commentary as the genre came to comprise a greater share of  the overall music 
PDUNHW��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI �WKLV�SURMHFW�LV�QRW�WR�FRQGHPQ�RU�LQYDOLGDWH�VXSHUÀFLDO�
lyrics in hip-hop. Rather, this research hopes to demonstrate that the staggering 
thematic imbalance and exclusion of  sociopolitical commentary in radio-rap 
contributes to the reproduction of  racial and class hegemony in America.

Keywords
race, class, hip-hop characterization, sociopolitical, quantitative analysis



INTRODUCTION
         Buildings lay in piles of  rubble as children toss rocks gingerly among 
their young, callused hands. Worn faces of  the homeless and poor seem 
WR�VWDUH�SDVW�WKH�FDPHUD�DV�D�PL[WXUH�RI �VPRNH�IURP�WUDVKFDQ�ÀUHV�DQG�
cigarettes winds into the gloomy air. Off  at the end of  a block, a crowd has 
huddled together around several immense speakers and a dreadlocked man 
rhythmically nodding his head behind a record player. 
 Although America had not seen military combat on its shores 
VLQFH�WKH�����V��IRRWDJH�IURP�WKH�PLG�����V�GHSLFWV�ZKDW�ORRNV�OLNH�WKH�
aftermath of  a devastating blitzkrieg in New York’s South Bronx (Lowe 
et al. 2004). This astounding portrait of  urban decay constitutes the 
foundation of  one of  the largest African American cultural movements 
VLQFH�WKH�GULYH�IRU�FLYLO�ULJKWV�LQ�WKH�����V���)RU�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�%URQ[�
plagued by unprecedented levels of  drugs and gang activity in their 
community, local hip-hop events became important conduits for alleviating 
frustration with harsh social circumstances. Afrika Bambaatta, one of  the 
SLRQHHUV�RI �WKH�HDUO\�KLS�KRS�PRYHPHQW��KDG�EHHQ�GHHSO\�JDQJ�DIÀOLDWHG�
before attempting to cultivate less destructive outlets. As music historian 
Michael Holman states in the 2004 documentary, And You Don’t Stop: 
30 Years of  Hip-Hop, Bombaatta actively held events to redirect gangster 
energy into hip-hop. Whether in rap battles or in dance-offs, crowds of  
people would encircle contenders to taunt their opponents and to cheer 
IRU�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�VLGHV�DV�WKH\�PLJKW�LQ�SK\VLFDO�DOWHUFDWLRQV��7KH�VTXDOLG�
socioeconomic context of  the South Bronx therefore played a fundamental 
role in shaping the initial character of  hip-hop as a reaction to intense 
poverty and violence. The redirection of  pervasive and frustrated energy 
into block-party events gave individuals a space from the harsh reality 
of  life in the ghetto, and the carefree, party-based lyrics of  early rappers 
UHÁHFW�WKDW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI �WKH�PRYHPHQW�DV�DQ�HVFDSH�IURP�WKHLU�
peripheralized existence.
 Nearly every aspect of  hip-hop’s early development embodies a 
UHÁHFWLRQ� RI � WKH� EODFN� SRSXODWLRQ·V� H[SHULHQFH� ZLWK� PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ� LQ�
WKH�6RXWK�%URQ[��,Q�WKH������GRFXPHQWDU\��7KH�Art of  Rap, 1980s rapper 
Brand Nubian delineates how any hope for institutional music education 
in the ghetto was little more than fantasy. He explains that blacks desiring 
to produce music were forced to rely on materials at their disposal, such as 
turntables and records which were much easier and cheaper to come by than 
WUXPSHWV�� SLDQRV��RU�GUXPV� �,FH�7�HW� DO�� �������7KURXJK� H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�
with those readily available tools, the musically inclined in the South Bronx 
discovered their capacity to make original beats and rhythms with existing 
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music, especially from the disco and dance genres.  At its conception, hip-
hop existed exclusively as an underground movement in which none of  
the material was recorded, let alone nationally distributed. Rap only began 
WR�ERDVW� DQ� DXGLHQFH�EH\RQG� LWV� ORFDOL]HG� VFHQH�ZLWK� WKH������ UHOHDVH�RI �
7KH�6XJDUKLOO�*DQJ·V� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\� DFFODLPHG� VLQJOH�� ´5DSSHU·V�'HOLJKW�µ�
Sylvia Robinson, a Sugarhill Records label executive, cobbled together The 
6XJDUKLOO�*DQJ�IURP�VHYHUDO�UDQGRP�DFTXDLQWDQFHV�DIWHU�UHFRJQL]LQJ�UDS·V�
PDUNHWDELOLW\�WR�D�ZLGHU�DXGLHQFH��,Q�VSLWH�RI �WKH�DUWLVWV·�ODFN�RI �DIÀOLDWLRQ�
with underground hip-hop, the lyrics of  “Rapper’s Delight” pulled heavily 
IURP� WKH� VFHQH·V� HVFDSLVW�� EUDJ�IRFXVHG� SDUW\� LQÁXHQFH�� ZLWK� RQH� RI � WKH�
verses plagiarized directly from the notes of  another local rapper (Lowe 
HW� DO�� ������� � /RFDO� DUWLVWV� ZLGHO\� UDLOHG� DJDLQVW� 7KH� 6XJDUKLOO� *DQJ� GXH�
to its disingenuous roots and disconnection from the legitimate hip-hop 
VXEFXOWXUH��7KUHH�\HDUV�ODWHU��KRZHYHU��5RELQVRQ�SXVKHG�*UDQGPDVWHU�)ODVK�
DQG�WKH�)XULRXV�)LYH�WR�UHOHDVH�´7KH�0HVVDJH�µ�KLS�KRS·V�ÀUVW�FRPPHUFLDO�
release to directly confront the aggravation of  surviving in the ghetto. As 
RQH�RI �WKH�PRUH�LQÁXHQWLDO�UDSSHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�JHQUH·V�´*ROGHQ�(UDµ�������
1990), KRS-One has cited the 1982 release of  “The Message” as the self-
aware crystallization of  hip-hop’s “consciousness.” The lyrics, “don’t push 
PH��EHFDXVH�,·P�FORVH�WR�WKH�HGJH��,·P�WU\LQJ�QRW�WR�ORVH�P\�KHDG�µ�SDLQW�
an image of  frustration and dissatisfaction with disturbing and inescapable 
social conditions. While the lyrics of  “Rapper’s Delight” and “The Message” 
GHDO�ZLWK�YDVWO\�GLIIHUHQW�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU��ERWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KLWV�GHÀQH�KLS�
hop’s roots as a response to artists’ experiences of  societal marginalization.
 Rapper Talib Kweli expressed in an online forum that hip-hop has 
always simultaneously been about escapism and social justice, and citing either 
DV�WKH�´WUXHµ�LQWHQGHG�IRUP�RI �WKH�JHQUH�UHSUHVHQWV�DQ�RYHUVLPSOLÀFDWLRQ�
of  much more complex social relations within the genre (Kweli 2013). 
Though the two faces of  hip-hop appear to be pulling in markedly different 
directions, both are integral in understanding the struggles of  the urban 
black community. However, this paper argues that the music industry’s 
overwhelming preference to commercially produce self-centered and 
materialistic hip-hop ultimately weakens the genre’s capabilities as a vehicle 
for disseminating political ideology. This research seeks to answer how hip-
hop, in spite of  its associations with pushback against stark marginalization, 
EHFRPHV�FR�RSWHG�WR�UHÁHFW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI �WKH�ZKLWH��PDLQVWUHDP�PDMRULW\�
culture. While a substantial amount of  literature characterizes hip-hop as a 
tool of  resistance for subordinated groups against oppression, this will be 
juxtaposed against the means by which societal pressures shift the focus of  
mainstream hip-hop artists away from the ghetto and into the penthouse. 
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7KHVH�SURFHVVHV�WKHUHE\�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�HOLWLVW�GRPLQDWLRQ�LQÀOWUDWHV�DQG�
undermines bastions of  civil resistance.
  Many social scientists have pointed to the ability of  hip-hop and rap 
WR�GUDZ�SRSXODU�DZDUHQHVV� WR�GLIÀFXOW� LVVXHV� �VXFK�DV�EODFN� LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��
police brutality, and gang violence), theoretically catalyzing social action and 
putting pressure on legislators to enact policy change. However, formerly 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�DUWLVWV�IUHTXHQWO\�UHDFW�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�V\VWHPDWLF�VXEMXJDWLRQ�E\�
emphasizing and idolizing the comfortable, bourgeois lifestyle that either 
eludes them currently or eluded them in the past. This trend seems especially 
prevalent in “popular” artists on the radio whose lyrics tend to focus on 
the conspicuous consumption of  luxurious commodities associated with 
the bourgeoisie. Popular radio hits of  recent years, including 2 Chainz’s 
“Birthday Song,” Nicki Minaj’s “Moment 4 Life,” and Kanye West’s 
“Mercy,” emblematize and reinforce this phenomenon. Through rapping 
about jewelry and designer brands such as Louis Vuitton and Lamborghini, 
the artists convey their frustration with the deprivation of  those luxuries 
ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�YDOLGDWLQJ�WKH�PHULWV�RI �WKH�H[LVWLQJ�V\VWHP��,QGLYLGXDO�
rappers who are successful in this oppressive system are encouraged to 
believe that the system has “worked,” in spite of  the systemic denial of  
OX[XU\�ZKLFK�DIÁLFWV� WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��3DUDGR[LFDOO\�� WKHLU� O\ULFV�VHUYH�WR�
justify the very system responsible for their prior subjugation and therefore 
SHUSHWXDWH�WKH�DFFHSWDQFH�RI �WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�
 By examining trends in the lyrical content of  “popular” hip-hop artists 
throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, this project demonstrates that the 
assimilation of  hip-hop into mass culture has largely eroded the political 
HIÀFDF\�RI � WKH�PRVW�ZLGHO\� FRQVXPHG�SURGXFWV�RI � WKH�JHQUH��%LOOERDUG·V�
top-charting hip-hop songs from 1990 to 2004 are coded for a variety of  
thematic elements, including violence, materialism, and political activism.  
An analysis of  Billboard data seems to be an effective operationalization 
of  “popular” hip-hop because the radio is often the primary disseminator 
of  music in low-income areas characterized by limited access to the 
,QWHUQHW��FRPSXWHUV��DQG�PS��SOD\HUV��7KH�FRGLQJ�UHYHDOV�WKDW�ZKLOH�VRPH�
DUWLVWV�LQ�WKH�JHQUH�FRQWLQXH�WR�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��WKHVH�UDSSHUV�DUH�
JHQHUDOO\� VHTXHVWHUHG� WR� WKH� SHULSKHU\� RI � WKH� PXVLF� VFHQH�� ZKLOH� PRUH�
SRSXODU�PXVLFLDQV�FRQWLQXH� WR�JHQHUDWH�FRQVHQW� IRU� WKH� LQHTXLWDEOH�VWDWXV�
TXR�� 7KH� SURFHVVHV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKLV� SHULSKHUDOL]DWLRQ� RI � VRFLDOO\� DQG�
politically aware hip-hop are explored through the application of  a number 
of  sociological theories regarding social domination and strategies for civil 
resistance.
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 To restate the focus of  this study, the research examines the means 
by which hip-hop, as a mechanism for sociopolitical discourse, becomes 
DSSURSULDWHG�E\�WKH�KHJHPRQLF� LQÁXHQFH�RI �WKH�PXVLF� LQGXVWU\�DQG�ORVHV�
its socially conscious edge. As a result of  this process, the themes of  the 
PRVW� ZLGHO\� FRQVXPHG� KLS�KRS� RYHUZKHOPLQJO\� FHQWHU� RQ� VXSHUÀFLDO�
DQG� RIWHQ�PDWHULDOLVWLF� WKRXJKWV� DQG� EHKDYLRU�� $V� D� VHOI�GHÀQHG� SROLWLFDO�
activist and musician, Talib Kweli states that hip-hop is necessarily multi-
faceted—the genre has always been about both escapism and utilizing the 
musical platform to deliver sociopolitical commentary (Kweli 2013).  While 
escapism comprises an important, even foundational, element of  hip-hop, 
this paper sets out to argue that the American music industry constructs 
DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ÀHOG�LQ�ZKLFK�SROLWLFDOO\�FRQVFLRXV�KLS�KRS�LV�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�
VHTXHVWHUHG�WR� WKH�SHULSKHU\�� � ,Q�SHUXVLQJ�WKH� OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�KLS�KRS�DV�DQ�
HIÀFDFLRXV�WRRO�IRU�H[SUHVVLQJ�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�LVVXHV�DQG�PRELOL]LQJ�VXSSRUW��
WKUHH�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQV�HPHUJHG�����FDQ�KLS�KRS�EH�HPSOR\HG�DV�D�WRRO�
WR�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�LQÁXHQFH�SHRSOH·V�EHOLHIV�DQG�EHKDYLRUV"����GRHV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�
within the industry have a legitimate, visible effect on the lyrical content of  
rappers? 3) what barometers exist in order to gauge the politicization of  hip-
KRS�O\ULFV��L�H��ZKDW�GHÀQHV�SROLWLFDO�KLS�KRS�"
� $�VXEVWDQWLDO�ERG\�RI �ZRUN�H[LVWV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW� WR� WKH�ÀUVW�TXHVWLRQ�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI �KLS�KRS�WR�LQÁXHQFH�LQGLYLGXDOV·�LGHDV�DQG�DFWLRQV��
A. Akom conducted a study through instructing a university course featuring 
KLS�KRS�DV�D�WRRO�IRU�WKHRUHWLFDO�GLVFRXUVH��)RU�WKHLU�ÀQDO�SURMHFWV��VWXGHQWV�
selected topics and employed hip-hop as the method of  dissemination 
to educate the public (Akom 2009). Akom was inspired by the resulting 
projects and concludes that hip-hop has strong potential as an educational 
IRUFH�GXH� WR� LWV� VWDWXV� DV� D� VLJQLÀFDQW� FXOWXUDO� LQVWLWXWLRQ� IRU� WKH� \RXQJHU�
generation. Derek Pardue (2004) studied a similar implementation of  hip-
hop pedagogy among incarcerated Brazilian youth in São Paulo, where hip-
KRS� LV� ODUJHO\� YLHZHG� DV� LQH[WULFDEOH� IURP� LWV� VRFLRSROLWLFDO� FRQWH[W�� ,W� LV�
important to note that Akom’s study used academics to instruct students 
on the educational capacity of  hip-hop, while Pardue’s research features 
artists and rappers interacting directly with the youth. Pardue’s study took 
SODFH� LQ�)(%(0��D�6mR�3DXOR�FRUUHFWLRQDO� IDFLOLW\� IRU�\RXWK�DJHG����DQG�
under. Hip-hop facilitators instructed the youth to contextualize their 
negative experiences through rap lyrics in order to shift their destructive 
perspective towards one of  productive awareness. By communicating their 
pain and frustration lyrically, the program’s participants reached a more 
comprehensive understanding of  their current situation as a product of  
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social pressures and political legislation. Pardue states that hip-hop embodies 
a “plausible and operational… form of  education” due to its “heightened 
DUWLFXODWLRQ� RI � ORFDOLW\� LQ� WKH� IRUP�RI � >WKH� SHULSKHU\@� DQG� SURJUDPPDWLF�
sense of  morality and social participation” (Pardue 2004:429). The capacity 
RI �KLS�KRS�WR�LQVSLUH�D�GHHSHU�OHYHO�RI �SHUVRQDO�UHÁHFWLRQ�WKHUHIRUH�SURYLGHV�
a tool for marginalized populations to more fully understand the causes and 
implications of  their social position. While this may be true in Brazil, where 
hip-hop is insulated from the mainstream and therefore deeply embedded 
in the locale, the most widely consumed American hip-hop rarely illustrates 
such sensibilities.
 Beyond implementing hip-hop as pedagogy, several authors have 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�KLS�KRS·V�DELOLW\� WR� LQÁXHQFH� LQGLYLGXDOV·�VRFLDO� LQWHUDFWLRQV���
Dimitri Bogazianos, for example, discusses how themes in hip-hop legitimate 
drug dealing and reproduce systems of  criminality in the ghetto. He refers 
to 50 Cent and Jay-Z, who both had lucrative careers as crack dealers before 
becoming business moguls. These artists contribute to a mythology of  the 
criminal and propagate destructive values to their audience by glamorizing 
their pasts in drug dealing and gang activity (Bogazianos 2011).  Although 
the piece evokes potentially negative implications of  hip-hop, other articles 
illustrate how the genre can be used productively as a means of  racial 
GLDORJXH��'DYLG�*UD]LDQ�DQDO\]HV�KRZ�PHPRU\�DQG�FXOWXUH�DUH�FUHDWHG�DQG�
perpetuated through music, especially in black urban culture. By expressing 
KRZ�´VSDFHV�DQG�SODFHVµ�GHÀQH�VXEFXOWXUDO�H[SHULHQFH��*UD]LDQ�LOOXVWUDWHV�
how engaging with subculture has potential for bridging cultural divides 
�*UD]LDQ��������
 The understanding of  cross-cultural exchange through music is 
explored further in Cecilia Cutler’s piece, “Keepin’ it Real.”  Cutler centers 
her research on “white hip-hoppers” (WHHs) and explains that they are 
pressured to align their mannerisms and clothing styles with those of  urban 
African-Americans in order to be accepted as “real” within hip-hop culture. 
While some whites attempt to advocate the “erasure of  blackness and 
UHLQIRUFH>PHQW�RI@�ZKLWH�SULYLOHJHµ��&XWOHU������������:++V�JDLQ�D�IXOOHU�
understanding of  black sociopolitical contexts through active participation 
in hip-hop culture. This cultural exchange can foster mutual understanding 
DQG�FDQ�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�LQÁXHQFH�KRZ�ZKLWHV�UHODWH�WR�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI �EODFNV�
LQ�$PHULFD��,Q�D�VLPLODU�YHLQ��5DFKHO�6XOOLYDQ·V�Rap and Race focuses on the 
ability of  hip-hop to affect individual conceptions of  racism and minority 
VWUXJJOH��2YHUDOO��6XOOLYDQ·V�ÀQGLQJV�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�PRUH�GHHSO\�
embedded in the culture and consume the widest variety of  hip-hop are 
those most likely to be sympathetic to and aware of  the challenges and 
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barriers faced by minorities (2003). 
  Hip-hop, therefore, can be understood as pulling in two vastly 
different directions: on one hand, rapping about the struggles in the ghetto 
may cause their reproduction through the glamorization of  violence and 
gang activity. On the other hand, rapping about these issues also has the 
potential to reduce gaps in cultural understanding and to raise awareness 
IRU�VDOLHQW�LVVXHV�WKDW�DLO�WKHVH�PDUJLQDOL]HG�FRPPXQLWLHV��,Q�HLWKHU�FDVH��WKH�
implications are important for this research because the evidence indicates 
WKDW�KLS�KRS�FDQ�KDYH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�LWV�FRQVXPHUV�
� $OWKRXJK�OLWHUDWXUH�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�LQÀOWUDWLRQ�RI �KLS�KRS�FXOWXUH�E\�WKH�
music industry is scarce, the following three articles have begun to explore 
the interaction between the roots of  the genre’s culture and the industry’s 
HFRQRPLF� LPSHUDWLYH�� ,Q� � ´&RPPHUFLDOL]DWLRQ� RI � WKH� 5DS� 0XVLF� <RXWK�
Subculture,” Elizabeth Blair (1993) provides an analysis of  how Marx’s 
theories of  alienation are applicable to the trends observable in hip-hop. 
Through commercialization, the intimacy and authenticity of  the individual 
is fetishized and transformed into a commodity for mass consumption. She 
DOVR�GLVFXVVHV�*UDPVFL·V�QRWLRQV�RI �KHJHPRQ\�� VWDWLQJ� WKDW� WKH�GRPLQDQW�
culture precludes marginalized subcultures from resisting oppression by 
setting the “rules” and norms for determining what is acceptable (Blair 
1993). This relates back to Cutler’s research on how whites perceive and 
consume hip-hop: when this majority population supports materialistic, 
pop/radio iterations of  hip-hop, it unconsciously reinforces norms that 
preclude the dissemination of  politically relevant hip-hop. Blair’s article was 
published in 1993, and this project intends to show how, after 20 years, the 
trends of  hip-hop commercialization have only been exacerbated.
  Ronald Brown’s article, “Mo’ Money Mo’ Money” (2003), reinforces 
Blair’s observations through his analysis of  certain artists’ lyrical progression 
DV�WKH\�EHFRPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�WKH�PXVLF�VFHQH��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��
Brown examines Tupac’s lyrical subject matter and supports writer Charles 
Jones’ contention that Tupac “regressed both mentally and spiritually as 
KLV�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDWXV�SURJUHVVHGµ��%URZQ�����������7KLV�LV�HYLGHQFHG�LQ�WKH�
contrast between intimate songs from earlier in his career such as “Dear 
0DPDµ�DQG�́ %UHQGD·V�*RW�D�%DE\�µ�ZLWK�ODWHU�WUDFNV�OLNH�́ 3LFWXUH�0H�5ROOLQ·�µ�
a song about purchasing a new Cadillac. This article also touches upon an 
important trend during the 1990s regarding the mainstream consumption 
of  rap: white, suburban youth and young adults made the majority of  the 
album purchases of  the genre (Brown 2003). This phenomenon validates 
Blair’s understanding of  hegemony: the dominant culture reinforces the 
proliferation of  material that is non-threatening to its position at the top of  
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the social hierarchy. Brown’s piece also runs counter to Cutler’s conclusion 
that hip-hop consumption promotes mutual understanding between the 
FXOWXUHV�� ,QVWHDG�� %URZQ� DVVHUWV� WKDW� ZKLWH� FRQVXPSWLRQ� RI � KLS�KRS� KDV�
little to do with understanding the minority experience, and more to do with 
passively observing a different, “exotic” lifestyle. Brown argues that such 
consumption is unproductive because it merely reinforces stereotypes of  
black males as violent, misogynistic, and criminal.
� 5HHEHH�*DURIDOR·V�´+RZ�$XWRQRPRXV�LV�5HODWLYH��3RSXODU�0XVLF��WKH�
6RFLDO�)RUPDWLRQ�DQG�&XOWXUDO�6WUXJJOHµ�FRQWLQXHV�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�
WKH�PXVLF� LQGXVWU\·V�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�LQÁXHQFH�RQ�WKH�WKHPDWLF�GLUHFWLRQ�RI �
KLS�KRS��7KRXJK� WKH� SLHFH� GRHV� QRW� VSHFLÀFDOO\� DGGUHVV� KLS�KRS�� LW� DLPV�
WR�UHGHÀQH�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI �UHVLVWDQW��SROLWLFDOO\�FKDUJHG�PXVLF�E\�DQDO\]LQJ�
WUHQGV�ZLWKLQ�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH��6KH�H[SODLQV�KRZ��WKURXJKRXW�WKH�����V��DQ\�
H[SOLFLW� DQWL�PDWHULDOLVW� FRQWHQW�RI � URFN�PXVLF�ZDV� VLJQLÀFDQWO\�ZHDNHQHG�
as a result of  its thorough integration into the corporate structures of  the 
music industry. However, while music as a cultural commodity may tend 
WR� VXSSRUW� WKH� H[LVWLQJ� ´VWUXFWXUHV� RI � FDSLWDO�µ�*DURIDOR� DVVHUWV� WKDW� WKH�
HIÀFDF\�RI �WKH�FRQVXPHU�LQ�UH�DSSURSULDWLQJ�WKH�PXVLF�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�PHDQV�
E\� ZKLFK� WKH� LQGXVWU\� FDQ� EH� FKDOOHQJHG� �*DURIDOR� ������� 7KLV� UHVHDUFK�
VHHNV� WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�WKH�HQWUHQFKHG� LQÁXHQFH�RI �FRUSRUDWLRQV�RYHU�
FRQVXPHUV�KDV�RQO\�GHHSHQHG�VLQFH� WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI �*DURIDOR·V�DUWLFOH�RYHU�
two decades ago.
� :KLOH� FOHDU� GHÀQLWLRQV� RI � SROLWLFDO� KLS�KRS� DUH� QRW� DYDLODEOH� LQ� WKH�
OLWHUDWXUH�� 7KHUHVD� 0DUWLQH]·V� ´5DS� DV� 5HVLVWDQFHµ� LGHQWLÀHV� VDOLHQW� DQG�
recurring themes in politically conscious rap. These themes include distrust 
of  the police, fear of  a corrupt system that plans genocide, disillusionment 
with the Health Care system, anger at racism and lost opportunities, action 
LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI �RSSUHVVLRQ��DQG�SOHDV�IRU�UHFRJQLWLRQ��0DUWLQH]��������7KH�
DUWLFOH�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�PRUH�WKDQ�ÀIWHHQ�\HDUV�DJR��DQG�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�VWULYHV�WR�
RIIHU�D�ZHOO�GHVHUYHG�UHVXUYH\LQJ�RI �WKH�ÀHOG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKHVH�
thematic focal points are still relevant with the most popular contemporary 
hip-hop artists. Martinez’s article also provides a framework for analyzing 
SROLWLFDO�KLS�KRS�WKURXJK�DQ�LQ�GHSWK�DQDO\VLV�RI �D�IHZ�TXLQWHVVHQWLDO�DOEXPV��
+RZHYHU��WKLV�SURMHFW�QHFHVVLWDWHG�D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�DQG�WKHPDWLF�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
of  the tracks on Billboard’s year-end charts for rap from the early 1990s to 
WKH�HDUO\�����V�GXH�WR�LWV�VSHFLÀF�FRQFHUQ�ZLWK�PDWHULDO�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�ODUJHVW�
audience.
� ,Q� RUGHU� WR� EHWWHU� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� SURFHVV� IRU� JHWWLQJ� D� VRQJ� RQ�
the radio, an article from National Public Radio analyzed the amount of  
ÀQDQFLDO�FDSLWDO�UHTXLUHG�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�WKH�IHDW��7KH�UHVXOWV�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�
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KLJKO\�FODVV�UHVWULFWLYH�QDWXUH�RI �FRUSRUDWL]HG�� UDGLR�SRS�PXVLF�� ,Q�´+RZ�
Much Does it Cost to Make a Hit Song,” Zoe Chace explains that for a 
popular music artist such as Rihanna, record labels spend approximately 
����������� WR�PDQXIDFWXUH� D�SRS� VRQJ� �&KDFH��������6XFK�KLJK�FRVWV�RI �
HQWU\�WR�WKH�ÀHOG�LPSO\�WKDW�WKH�LQGXVWU\�EHFRPHV�WKH�SULPDU\�GHWHUPLQDQW�
of  the messages proliferating throughout the broadest cross-section of  
society. Songs aggressively pushed by record companies therefore rarely 
represent the interests of  marginalized groups (ethnic minorities as well as 
ZRPHQ���5DWKHU��WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI �WKH�FRUSRUDWH��SURÀW�JHQHUDWLQJ�PDFKLQH�
emerge as paramount in determining the content of  many “Top-40” songs.

0(7+2'2/2*<
 As discussed in the introduction, rapper Talib Kweli contends that 
KLS�KRS� LV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\�DERXW�ERWK�HVFDSLVP�DQG�VRFLDO�FULWLTXHV�RI � WKH�
VWDWXV� TXR��:KLOH� KH� EHOLHYHV� WKDW� QHLWKHU� DVSHFW� VKRXOG� EH� SURPRWHG� DW�
the expense of  the other, many hip-hop consumers intuitively believe that 
the latter permutation of  the genre has experienced a stark marginalization 
from mainstream culture. Hip-hop’s popularity has grown immensely in 
WKH� ODVW� WZHQW\�\HDUV��DQG�D�FXUVRU\�VXUYH\�RI � WKH�ÀHOG�VXJJHVWV� WKDW�DV� LW�
becomes more integrated into the mainstream, there is increasingly less 
LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VSDFH�IRU�SROLWLFDOO\�GULYHQ�KLS�KRS��3URPLQHQW�UDS�ÀJXUHV�IURP�
WKH�ODWH�����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V��VXFK�DV�3XEOLF�(QHP\�DQG�1:$��IUHTXHQWO\�
addressed issues central to the struggle of  minorities of  color in America. 
7KH�PRVW�SXEOLF��ZHOO�NQRZQ�UDS�ÀJXUHV�RI �WRGD\��KRZHYHU��DSSHDU�WR�EH�
more concerned with the struggle of  deciding on the purchase of  a luxury 
commodity. 
 Because this study is most interested in the effects of  depoliticized 
hip-hop on impoverished minority communities, the research utilizes 
Billboard’s hip-hop/R&B year-end charts as a metric for which songs would 
be most likely to reach that demographic. Radio charts are analyzed because 
the communities of  interest generally have less access to music through 
RWKHU�PHDQV� VXFK�DV� WKH� ,QWHUQHW��&'V��RU� IHVWLYDOV�FRQFHUWV��'XH� WR� WKH�
lack of  data on hip-hop prior to 1990, the dataset begins in 1990 and ends 
in 2004. Hip-hop/R&B year-end charts for alternating years were examined 
and each charting song’s thematic elements were coded based on Theresa 
0DUWLQH]·V������VWXG\�GHÀQLQJ�´SROLWLFDO�KLS�KRS�µ��0DUWLQH]�FRGHG�VHYHUDO�
albums in the late 1980s and early 1990s and found that recurring political 
themes included black incarceration, distrust of  police, fear of  a corrupt 
system that plans genocide, disillusionment with health care system, anger at 
racism and lost opportunities, action in the face of  oppression, and pleas for 
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UHFRJQLWLRQ� �0DUWLQH]��������7KH� WKHPH�� ´IUXVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK� VWUHHW� FXOWXUHµ�
was also added to this research design after it emerged as a prominent and 
UHFXUULQJ�FULWLTXH�IRU�VRFLDOO\�FRQVFLRXV�UDSSHUV�
� :LWK� UHVSHFW� WR�QRQSROLWLFDO�KLS�KRS�� ,� FRGHG� IRU� WKHPHV� UHJDUGLQJ�
FRQVSLFXRXV� FRQVXPSWLRQ��PLVRJ\Q\�� JORULÀFDWLRQ� RI � YLROHQFH�� HVFDSLVP��
love, and bragging. While most of  these themes are self-explanatory, escapism 
warrants deeper explanation. Escapism refers directly to depictions of  party 
scenes, such as smoking marijuana, dancing in the club, getting drunk on 
alcohol, and sipping “sizzurp” (cough syrup). To prevent the graphs from 
EHFRPLQJ�FOXWWHUHG��´JORULÀFDWLRQ�RI �YLROHQFHµ�DQG�´PLVRJ\Q\µ�KDYH�EHHQ�
removed from the charts because they do not constitute nearly as much of  
the thematic material as initially expected. The statistics on those omitted 
codes have, however, been included in the appendix of  this paper.
 Lyrics are coded on a scale of  1 to 3, with 1 indicating a passing 
mention of  a theme, 2 indicating that multiple lines, or a verse, are dedicated 
to that subject, and 3 indicating that the entirety of  the song focuses on a 
single coherent topic. Starting with 1990, 30 to 40 songs are coded for every 
other year through 2004. The data is then compared to the percentage of  
hip-hop songs in Billboard’s overall year-end Hot-100, which is used as an 
indicator of  the genre’s general popularity.  The research demonstrates that 
the dominant culture (i.e. white hegemony) co-opts these as minority forms 
RI �UHVLVWDQFH�DV�WKH\�DUH�DVVLPLODWHG�LQWR�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP��,Q�LWV�FR�RSWDWLRQ�
of  minority strategies of  civil resistance, the dominant culture reshapes these 
resistance mechanisms in order to ensure the perpetuation of  its hegemonic 
position.

5(68/76�
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� 7KH� ÀQGLQJV� VKRZ� DQ� REYLRXV� GHFUHDVH� LQ� PDLQVWUHDP� UDSSHUV·�
discussion of  sociopolitical themes while simultaneously revealing an 
increased focus on bragging and conspicuous consumption. Lyrics 
DGGUHVVLQJ� ´ORYHµ� DQG� ´HVFDSLVPµ� ÁXFWXDWH� IURP� \HDU� WR� \HDU�� EXW� ERWK�
remain relatively stable topics.  “Brag tracks” experience the most notable 
increase overall, doubling their share of  the hip-hop lyrical space for codes 
of  1 and 2 or higher, and almost tripling in the code of  3 or higher. Themes 
regarding “conspicuous consumption” constitute the next largest increase in 
lyrical real estate, especially in the coding of  1 or higher, in which its rate of  
mention nearly triples. The code of  3 or higher most clearly demonstrates 
WKH�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�RI �VRFLRSROLWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�PDLQVWUHDP�KLS�KRS�DV����
of  songs delivered substantial contributions to the theme by the end of  the 
GDWDVHW� LQ�������,Q�VXP��WKH�UHVXOWV�FOHDUO\�FRQÀUP�WKH�SDSHU·V�K\SRWKHVLV�
that hip-hop’s integration into the mainstream paralleled sociopolitical hip-
hop’s marginalization on the radio.
� ,Q� WKH� HDUOLHVW� \HDU� RI � FRGLQJ� �������� D� TXDUWHU� RI � WKH� VRQJV� LQ�
Billboard’s year-end chart for rap songs score a 2 or 3 in themes relating 
to sociopolitical issues (meaning that the artist dedicates at least a verse to 
WKH�WKHPH���2I �WKRVH�VRQJV������IRFXV�HQWLUHO\�RQ�VRPH�VRFLDOO\�FRQVFLRXV�
concept and score a 3 in their respective sociopolitical themes. Two-thirds 
of  those deal with the theme, “action in the face of  oppression.” This 
O\ULFDO� WUHQG� LV� UHÁHFWHG� LQ�VRQJV�VXFK�DV�3XEOLF�(QHP\·V�´���� LV�D� -RNH�µ�
ZKHUH�WKH�DUWLVWV�DGGUHVV�WKH�XQHTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�VWDWH�VHUYLFHV�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�
JKHWWR��´1RZ�,�GLDOHG�����D�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR�'R�QRW�\RX�VHH�KRZ�ODWH�WKH\·UH�
reacting/They only come and they come when they wanna/So get the 
PRUJXH�WUXFN�DQG�HPEDOP�WKH�JRQHUµ��3XEOLF�(QHP\��������,Q�VSLWH�RI �WKH�
potential controversy verses such as these may have attracted, lyrics critical 
of  the government and the impoverished condition of  black populations 
nonetheless experienced marked radio attention. “Escapism,” “love,” and 
´EUDJ� WUDFNVµ�DOUHDG\� UHSUHVHQW� VLJQLÀFDQW� WKHPDWLF� IRFDO�SRLQWV�� �����RI �
songs scoring a 2 or higher in the “brag track” and “escapism” category, and 
����RI �VRQJV�VFRULQJ�D���LQ�WKH�´ORYHµ�FDWHJRU\���´(VFDSLVP�µ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��
comprises the most pervasive theme among radio-rap songs in 1990, as 
�������RI �FKDUWHG�VRQJV�VFRUH�DW�OHDVW�D���LQ�WKH�FDWHJRU\���$V�WKH�GDWD�IRU�
1990 indicate, the number of  songs focusing extensively (scoring a 2 or 3) 
RQ�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�WKHPHV�ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�HTXDO�WR�WKH�QXPEHU�RI �WKRVH�IRFXVHG�
on escapism, bragging, or love.  
 The data from 1992 show relatively similar trends to the dataset from 
1990, and in fact demonstrate a higher percentage of  Billboard charted 
rappers addressing social issues and civil unrest. Eight of  the twenty-eight 
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FKDUWHG�UDS�VRQJV���������VFRUHG�D���RU�KLJKHU�LQ�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�WKHPHV��ZLWK�
VHYHQ�RI �WKRVH�GHGLFDWLQJ�VSHFLÀF�O\ULFDO�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�´IUXVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�VWUHHW�
culture”.  The “frustration with street culture” code covered a wide range 
of  topics, including criticism of  rampant gang membership, prostitution, 
and crack smoking, as well as criticism of  the contemporary hip-hop scene 
IRU�EHFRPLQJ�FRPPHUFLDOL]HG�DQG�VXSHUÀFLDO��7KH�IROORZLQJ�H[FHUSW�IURP�
Chubb Rock’s Lost in the “Storm” emblematizes “frustration with street 
culture” through his description of  everyday ghetto life: “He said a damn 
FUDFN�ÀHQG�MXVW�ZHQW�DQG�WRRN�KLV�PDPD·V�OLIH��$QG�QRZ�WKH�NLG·V�RYHU�WKHUH�
VPRNLQJ�WKH�SLSH��OLWWOH�PDQ�EOHZ�KLPVHOI �DZD\��WKH�FRQVSLUDF\�XSRQ�WKH�ÀUVW�
PDQ��GHDWK�WR�WKH�.ODQ�SXPS�WKH�ÀVWV�WKDW·V�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�HOERZ�MRLQHG�
by cartilage to the dark hand/ and the plan to conserve this confused violent 
land” (Chubb Rock 1992). Lyrics such as these address a number of  societal 
problems that plague those in the ghetto and demonstrate the connectedness 
of  hip-hop to the struggle of  impoverished blacks. Chubb Rock opens the 
line with a criticism of  rampant crack use in his neighborhood, then goes on 
WR�FULWLTXH�WKH�SHUYDVLYH�UDFLVP�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�SHUSHWXDWLQJ�EODFN�SHRSOH·V�
social location in the ghetto. The 1992 dataset demonstrates promising 
results, with “frustration with street culture” emerging as the second most 
rapped about topic in the year, coming in behind only “brag tracks” in terms 
RI � O\ULFDO�SUHYDOHQFH��:LWK�DOPRVW�����RI �FKDUWHG�KLS�KRS�VRQJV�GHDOLQJ�
extensively with sociopolitical commentary, 1992 showed a similar trend to 
1990 and hints that charted artists in following years might produce more 
politically charged songs, before the intuitively experienced decrease in the 
����V�� ,Q� VXFFHHGLQJ� \HDUV�� KRZHYHU�� WKH� VRFLRSROLWLFDO� WKHPHV�SUHVHQW� LQ�
PDLQVWUHDP�UDS�O\ULFV�IDGH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\��
 The next dataset demonstrates a decline in sociopolitical focus and a 
SHUFHSWLEOH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�VRQJV�DERXW�HVFDSLVP�DQG�´EUDJ�WUDFNV�µ�,Q�������WKH�
number of  charted rap songs scoring a 2 or higher in sociopolitical issues 
GURSSHG� WR� ������� GRZQ� IURP� ������ LQ� WKH� SUHFHGLQJ� \HDU�� &RQYHUVHO\��
WKH�QXPEHU�RI � VRQJV� VFRULQJ�D��� LQ�´EUDJ� WUDFNVµ� URVH� VLJQLÀFDQWO\� IURP�
WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�GDWDVHW��IURP�������WR��������0RVW�LQWHUHVWLQJO\�LQ�WKLV�\HDU��
songs commenting on “conspicuous consumption” increased by almost 
����IURP�������������RI �FKDUWHG�VRQJV�VFRUHG�D���LQ�������FRPSDUHG�WR�
������LQ�������+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�FRQVSLFXRXV�FRQVXPSWLRQ�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
UDGLR�UDS�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�WLHG�WR�EUDJJLQJ�DERXW�SHUVRQDO�SURZHVV�DQG�VXFFHVV��
conspicuous consumption in 1994 was much more tied to escapism, as 
evidenced by Outkast’s breakthrough single, “Player’s Ball”: “Low riders, 
seventy-seven Sevilles, El Do’s/ Nothing but them ‘llacs/ All the players, 
DOO�WKH�KXVWOHUV��,·P�WDONLQJ�DERXW�D�EODFN�PDQ�KHDYHQ�KHUHµ��2XWNDVW��������
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While rapping about desirable cars has become a staple in radio-rap for 
artists to assert dominance over jealous “haters,” Outkast’s description of  
a “black man’s heaven” illustrates how obtaining these material possessions 
UHSUHVHQWV�D�UHDOL]DWLRQ��DOEHLW�VXSHUÀFLDO��RI �SDUDGLVH�DIWHU�VXIIHULQJ�WKURXJK�
the crucible of  poverty. 
 Similarly, Biggie Smalls’ hit “Juicy” focuses on the struggle of  making 
ends meet in the ghetto, followed by attaining success and enjoying luxuries 
previously denied: “No heat, wonder why Christmas missed us/ Birthdays was 
the worst days/ Now we sip champagne when we thirst-ay/ Uh, damn right 
,�OLNH�WKH�OLIH�,�OLYH��&DXVH�,�ZHQW�IURP�QHJDWLYH�WR�SRVLWLYHµ��7KH�1RWRULRXV�
%�,�*�� ������� 7KH� MX[WDSRVLWLRQ� RI �%LJJLH·V� FRQVSLFXRXV� FRQVXPSWLRQ� RI �
champagne with depictions of  childhood poverty demonstrates how hip-
hop’s proclivities towards conspicuous consumption largely emerged from 
the desire to escape the systematic oppression experienced in the ghetto, 
rather than a drive to demonstrate individual superiority. Due to the 
FRQÁDWLRQ�RI �QRQSROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�WKHPHV�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�DUWLVWV·�
social location in the past and present, examples such as these are coded 
under both categories (nonpolitical and sociopolitical). However, the lack of  
sociopolitical awareness compared to the rise of  conspicuous consumption 
in the dataset demonstrates that this socially conscious manifestation of  
conspicuous consumption already represents a relatively uncommon trait of  
radio-rap. 
 Although the data from 1994 demonstrate a decrease in sociopolitical 
KLS�KRS� RQ� WKH� UDGLR� LQ� IDYRU� RI � VXSHUÀFLDO�� VHOI�DEVRUEHG�� PDWHULDOLVWLF�
lyrics, 1996 saw a return to trends in prior years in terms of  the percentage 
of  charted hip-hop addressing social concerns, but “brag tracks” and 
´ORYHµ�FRQWLQXHG�WR�GRPLQDWH�WKH�JHQUH������RI �VRQJV�VFRUHG�D���RU���LQ�
VRFLRSROLWLFDO�WKHPHV��ZKLFK�UHSUHVHQWV�DOPRVW�D�����LQFUHDVH�IURP�������
7KLV�WUHQG�LV�GHSLFWHG�LQ�VRQJV�VXFK�DV�1DV·�́ ,I �,�5XOHG�WKH�:RUOG�µ�LQ�ZKLFK�
he pleads with listeners to imagine a society where blacks are not harassed by 
the police, are pulled out of  poverty and, as a result, are no longer dependent 
RQ�ZHOIDUH�VXSSRUW��́ ,PDJLQH�VPRNLQJ�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�ZLWKRXW�FRSV�KDUDVVLQ«�
no welfare supporters, more conscious of  the way we raise our daughters” 
�1DV��������,Q�VSLWH�RI �UDGLR�UDS·V�LQFUHDVH�LQ�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�GLVFRXUVH��´EUDJ�
WUDFNVµ�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�GRPLQDWH������ZLWK�������RI �WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�UDS�
songs scoring a 2 or 3 in the category. Outkast’s hit single “Elevators”, for 
example, focuses on how their superior rapping skills have brought them 
success in the music industry, and Busta Rhymes, in “Woo Hah!,” exclaims 
that he has “the game” in his hand and “will knock you out like Apollo 
Creed” if  anyone confronts him (Outkast, Busta Rhymes 1996). Although 
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this year may initially provide grounds for optimism in terms of  increased 
institutional space for sociopolitical commentary, the undeniable dominance 
of  bragging in radio-rap surfaces as the primary lyrical focal point for the 
JHQUH�DQG�EHJLQV�WR�GHÀQH�PDLQVWUHDP�UDS�PXVLF�
� ����� HFKRHG� ����� GXH� WR� WKH� XQGLVSXWHG� VXSUHPDF\� RI � VXSHUÀFLDO�
material, with many songs dealing with “love,” “conspicuous consumption,” 
and “brag tracks.” 1998 represents the sharpest decline in the amount of  
VRQJV�JRLQJ�LQWR�GHWDLO�UHJDUGLQJ�VRFLDO�FRPPHQWDU\��D�PHDJHU�����VFRUHG�
D� �� RU� �� LQ� VRFLRSROLWLFDO� FDWHJRULHV��2QO\� ����RI � WKH� WRS�FKDUWHG� VRQJV�
even mentioned sociopolitical themes (earning a score of  1 in the category), 
GRZQ�IURP�����LQ�������)XUWKHUPRUH������RI �WKH�WRS�FKDUWLQJ�VRQJV�LQ�
WKLV�\HDU�VFRUHG�DW�OHDVW�D���LQ�´FRQVSLFXRXV�FRQVXPSWLRQ�µ�XS�IURP�����LQ�
�����DQG�����LQ�������´%UDJ�WUDFNVµ�DUH��DJDLQ��WKH�PRVW�QXPHURXV��ZLWK�
������RI �WKH�GDWDVHW�VFRULQJ�D���RU�KLJKHU��DQG�������VFRULQJ�D����
� ,W� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� QRWH� WKDW� ZKLOH� VRPH� DUWLVWV� LQ� SUHYLRXV� \HDUV�
WLHG�´FRQVSLFXRXV� FRQVXPSWLRQµ� WR� WKHLU�RSSUHVVHG� OLYHV�EHIRUH�ÀQDQFLDO�
success, the theme becomes much more connected to “bragging” and 
asserting individual dominance over others by 1998. The Lox song, “Money, 
Power, Respect,” represents the embodiment of  “brag track” ideology: 
´)LUVW�\RX�JHW�WKH�PRQH\��WKHQ�\RX�JHW�WKH�PXWKDIXFNLQ·�SRZHU��DIWHU�\RX�
get the fuckin’ power, muthafuckers will respect you” (The Lox 1998). The 
rappers go on to detail how wherever they go, women crowd around their 
luxury cars and crave the artists’ attention (The Lox 1998). The systematic 
societal deprivation of  money, power, and respect to the black community 
therefore produces varied reactions from black hip-hop artists. While 
some (e.g. Public Enemy, Mos Def, and Talib Kweli) respond with calls for 
sociopolitical upheaval, others (e.g. The Lox, Busta Rhymes, and Jay-Z) stake 
explicit claims to respect through bragging, purchasing expensive material 
possessions, or displaying misogynistic inclinations. Ultimately, the latter has 
largely become the institutional norm, and the data from 1998 demonstrate 
the emerging dominance of  “brag tracks” on the radio-rap industry. The 
SURPLQHQFH�RI �VXSHUÀFLDO��VHOI�FHQWHUHG�KLS�KRS�WKDW�HPHUJHG�PRVW�YLVLEO\�
in 1994 cements itself  in 1998 and deepens its hold over mainstream rap 
music, resulting in the marginalization of  sociopolitical commentary from 
the popular hip-hop.
� 7UHQGV� LQ� ����� GHSLFWHG� HYHQ� JUHDWHU� ELDV� IRU� VXSHUÀFLDO� UDS� O\ULFV�
DQG� D� FOHDU� UHMHFWLRQ� RI � VRFLDOO\� FRQVFLRXV� KLS�KRS� DV� SRSXODU�PXVLF�� ,Q�
WKLV�\HDU��������RI �FKDUWHG�UDS�VRQJV�VFRUHG�DW� OHDVW�D��� LQ�´FRQVSLFXRXV�
FRQVXPSWLRQ�µ�ZKLOH�����RI �WKRVH�VFRUHG�D���RU�KLJKHU������RI �WKH�WRWDO�
sample).   “Brag tracks” reigned as the most popular topic in rap music 
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\HW� DJDLQ�ZLWK� ������RI � FKDUWHG� VRQJV� VFRULQJ� D� VROLG� �� LQ� WKH� FDWHJRU\��
-D\�=� VWDWHV� LQ� ´%LJ� 3LPSLQ·�µ� ´-XVW� EHFDXVH� \RX� JLYH� JRRG� KHDG�� ,PPD�
break bread so you can be livin’ it up,” clearly staking a claim to respect as 
a result of  his ability to provide economically for his sexual partners (Jay-Z 
2000). The hook to “Big Pimpin’,” with its chant about “spending cheese” 
and “pimping on B.L.A.D.E’s” (riding on ostentatious car rims), reinforces 
WKLV�QRWLRQ�RI �UHVSHFW�DV�VWHPPLQJ�IURP�ÀQDQFLDO�VWDWXV��-D\�=��������:LWK�
radio-rappers increasingly focusing on their personal abilities and economic 
class, discussion of  sociopolitical issues entirely falls by the wayside. 2000 is 
FRGHG�DV�WKH�PRVW�VXSHUÀFLDO�DQG�EUDJ�IRFXVHG�\HDU�VR�IDU��DV�RQO\�������RI �
VRQJV�VFRUH�D���RU�KLJKHU�LQ�VRFLDOO\�FRQVFLRXV�WKHPHV�DQG�RQO\������VFRUH�
a 2. This trend, largely symbolized by Jay-Z’s “Big Pimpin’” lyrics, clearly 
LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�VXSHUÀFLDO�WKHPDWLF�GLUHFWLRQ�KLS�KRS�KDV�FRQYHUJHG�WRZDUGV�
on the radio. 
 Top charted hip-hop songs in 2002 continued to display an 
overwhelming preference for displaying wealth, partying, courting women, 
DQG�GLVFXVVLQJ�SHUVRQDO�JUHDWQHVV��ZLWK� OLWWOH�DWWHQWLRQ�JLYHQ� WR�VLJQLÀFDQW�
SUREOHPV�FRQIURQWLQJ�\RXQJ��EODFN�PHQ�LQ�$PHULFD���$�ZKRSSLQJ�������RI �
Billboard-charted songs scored a 1 or higher in “conspicuous consumption,” 
D�VPDOO�LQFUHDVH�IURP�WKH�ODVW�GDWDVHW·V�DOUHDG\�LPSUHVVLYH��������������RI �
charted hip-hop songs in 2002 scored a 1 or higher in “escapism,” with 
������RI �WKH�WRWDO�VDPSOH�VFRULQJ�D���RU�KLJKHU��´%UDJ�WUDFNVµ�H[SHULHQFHG�
DQ�DOPRVW�����GHFOLQH�LQ�SRSXODULW\�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�GDWDVHW��ZLWK�
������RI �FKDUWHG�UDS�VRQJV�VFRULQJ�D���RU�KLJKHU�LQ�WKH�FDWHJRU\��$OWKRXJK�
WKLV�LV�D�QRWDEOH�GHFUHDVH��HJRWLVWLFDO�UDSSLQJ�VWLOO�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQW�
theme discussed at length (scoring a 2 or higher) in mainstream hip-hop. 
Although the percentage of  songs that score a 2 or higher in sociopolitical 
WKHPHV�GRXEOH� IURP������� WKH�QXPEHU� UHPDLQHG� ORZ�� D�PHUH�������ZLWK�
������VFRULQJ�D���RU�KLJKHU��,Q�VKRUW�������UHÁHFWV�WKH�VDPH�ELDVHV�H[KLELWHG�
in 2000 as sociopolitical hip-hop is largely relegated to the sidelines in favor 
RI �PRUH�VXSHUÀFLDO�DQG�HJRFHQWULF�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�
 Mainstream hip-hop in 2004 exhibits more of  the same inclinations 
as the years coded since 1998 for brag-centric materialism with a palpable 
neglect for sociopolitical discourse. Almost identical to 2002, songs scoring a 
��RU�KLJKHU�LQ�´FRQVSLFXRXV�FRQVXPSWLRQµ�FRPSULVHG�������RI �WKH�VDPSOH��
ZLWK�����RI �FKDUWHG�VRQJV�VFRULQJ�D���RU�KLJKHU�LQ�WKH�FDWHJRU\���������RI �
the songs in the 2004 hip-hop chart contained at least a verse (score of  a 2 
RU�KLJKHU��ÀWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�´EUDJ�WUDFNVµ�FRGLQJ��ZLWK�����RI �WKRVH��������RI �
sample) representing an entire song dedicated to the bragging (score of  a 3).  
2QO\�������RI �VRQJV�LQ�WKH�VDPSOH�PHQWLRQHG��VFRUH�RI �D����VRFLRSROLWLFDO�
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WKHPHV��DQG�MXVW������FRXOG�FODLP�D�VLQJOH�YHUVH��VFRUH�RI �D����GHGLFDWHG�WR�
social commentary. 1998 appears to represent a turning point at which top-
charting hip-hop songs shift away from confronting sociopolitical issues and 
WR�IXOO\�HPEUDFLQJ�WKH�VHOI�FHQWHUHG��VXSHUÀFLDO�EOXHSULQW��,Q�VSLWH�RI �VRPH�
peaks and troughs, the data collectively show a decisive decline in the amount 
of  material dedicated to the civic struggle of  poor African Americans, and 
D�VKLIW�WRZDUGV�WKH�RVWHQVLEO\�PRUH�PDUNHWDEOH��RVWHQWDWLRXV��DQG�VXSHUÀFLDO�
rap music which dominates the market today.
  Although though the data has not been as conclusive as expected, 
WKH� ÀQGLQJV� RI � WKH� UHVHDUFK� UHLQIRUFH� WKLV� SURMHFW·V� LQLWLDO� WKHVLV� WKDW�
integration into mainstream culture has reduced the ability of  hip-hop to 
act as a legitimate platform for minority groups to express civil discontent 
RQ� WKH� UDGLR�� ,W� DSSHDUV� WKDW� VRFLRSROLWLFDO� KLS�KRS� ZDV� DOUHDG\� KDYLQJ�
WURXEOH�UHFHLYLQJ�VLJQLÀFDQW�DLUWLPH�RQ�UDGLR�VWDWLRQV�HYHQ�VLQFH�%LOOERDUG�
began charting the popularity of  rap songs in 1990. Themes of  “love” 
and “escapism” have been primary lyrical focus points throughout hip-
hop’s radio relevancy, which is understandable due to the greater universal 
appeal of  these topics. What is troubling about the data, however, is the 
clear divestment of  lyrical attention devoted to the criticism of  societal 
LQMXVWLFHV�� &RQVLGHULQJ� WKDW� RQO\� D� TXDUWHU� RI � FKDUWHG� KLS�KRS� LQ� �����
FRQWDLQHG�VLJQLÀFDQW�VRFLDO�FRPPHQWDU\��WKLV�SURFHVV�RI �WKHPDWLF�GLYHVWLWXUH�
appears to have already begun in the earliest data in the sample. Although 
the underrepresentation of  socially conscious hip-hop in the music industry 
begins earlier than anticipated, the data still indicates that this structural bias 
became much more pronounced as hip-hop’s popularity grew throughout 
the 1990s. Throughout the decade, the substantial increases in “brag tracks” 
DQG�WKH�H[SORVLRQ�RI �´FRQVSLFXRXV�FRQVXPSWLRQµ�FRPPHQWDU\�UHÁHFW�WKH�
PRVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�VKLIWV�LQ�UDGLR�UDS·V�WKHPDWLF�IRFXV�

7+(25(7,&$/�(;3/$1$7,216
� )RU�EODFN�UDSSHUV�IURP�WKH�´KRRG�µ�ERWK�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�QRQSROLWLFDO�
lyrics embody a struggle for respect and validation in a society systematically 
engaged in the marginalization of  their community. The purpose of  this 
VWXG\� LV�QRW� WR�FODLP� WKDW� VXSHUÀFLDO�� VHOI�FHQWHUHG��RU�SDUW\�RULHQWHG�KLS�
hop should not occupy a place within the genre. Rather, the goal of  this 
paper is to illuminate the development of  the commercial music industry’s 
overwhelming preference for a particular brand of  rap that facilitates the 
UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI �DQ�XQHTXDO�DQG�UDFLVW�V\VWHP�ZKLOH�H[FOXGLQJ�LWV�HPSRZHULQJ�
and socially conscious counterpart.
 Karl Marx’s notions of  alienation/fetishization and hegemony and 
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$QWRQLR� *UDPVFL·V� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI � DFWLYH� FRQVHQW� SULPDULO\� GULYH� WKH�
foundational claims of  the research. Partha Chatterjee’s blocked dialectic, 
DiMaggio and Powell’s understanding of  institutional isomorphism, 
Thornstein Veblen’s theory of  pecuniary emulation, and Pierre Bourdieu’s 
FRQFHSW�RI �FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�VWUXJJOHV�DUH�DOVR�UHOHYDQW�WR�DQVZHULQJ�WKHRUHWLFDO�
TXHVWLRQV�HYRNHG�E\�WKH�ÀQGLQJV��7KHVH�ODVW�WZR�VRFLDO�VFLHQWLVWV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�
demonstrate how, as rappers become commoditized for mass consumption, 
VRPH�VHFWRUV�RI �WKH�PDVVHV�PD\�EHFRPH�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�DQG�PD\�
seek to emulate it. Viewing these high-spending, designer brand-shopping 
rappers as models for personal behavior could theoretically have adverse 
FRQVHTXHQFHV� IRU� ORZ�LQFRPH�DXGLHQFHV�� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ� WKH� UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI �
WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��$GGLWLRQDOO\��RWKHU�PRUH�SULYLOHJHG�KLS�KRS�FRQVXPHUV��H�J��
white males) have exhibited an undeniable role in the construction of  the 
nature of  the commodity, unconsciously employing their purchasing power 
to shape the genre into compliance with their hegemony. These two trends 
create a feedback loop of  negativity, reinforcing hegemonic structures 
in society through the marginalization of  sociopolitical commentary in 
mainstream hip-hop.
 Karl Marx’s theory of  fetishization from Das Kapital helps explain 
the processes by which radio hip-hop has become disconnected from the 
social context responsible for its creation. Marx’s concept of  alienation/
fetishization describes how an artifact, either tangible or theoretical, 
EHFRPHV� FRPPHUFLDOL]HG� DQG� FRPPRGLÀHG�� 7KURXJK� WKLV� SURFHVV� RI �
FRPPRGLÀFDWLRQ�� WKH� REMHFW� ORVHV� LWV� RULJLQDO�� LQWULQVLF� YDOXH�� DQG� LV�
UHGHÀQHG�DV�D�SURGXFW�IRU�FRQVXPSWLRQ��0DU[������������0DU[·V�FRQFHUQ�
primarily lies with how people disregard the underlying social connections 
WKDW�GULYH� WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�RI �JRRGV�� IRU�H[DPSOH��FRQVXPHUV�VHHNLQJ�WR�
purchase an iPod may understand its value and cost as the number stated 
on its price tag, rather than considering the human labor cost that enabled 
its production. Although audiences similarly fetishize artists by idolizing 
them and objectifying them as “celebrities,” the corporate record labels 
objectify the artists in a more Marxian sense by viewing them as resources 
WR�H[SORLW�IRU�SURÀW��%\�IHWLVKL]LQJ�EODFN�UDSSHUV�DV�YHKLFOHV�IRU�SURÀW��WKH�
PXVLF�LQGXVWU\�FRQVWUXFWV�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ÀHOG�WKDW�UHZDUGV�FRQIRUPLW\�WR�
LWV�VXSHUÀFLDO�IRUPDW�IRU�FRPPHUFLDO�VXFFHVV�
� +HJHPRQ\�� DV�GHÀQHG�E\�0DU[�� UHIHUV� WR� WKH�SURFHVV�E\�ZKLFK� WKH�
dominant culture shapes the rules and norms for social, political, and 
economic interaction. According to 2010 US Census data, whites comprise 
������RI �WKH�$PHULFDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��ZKLFK�LPSOLHV�WKDW�WKH�SURFOLYLWLHV�RI �WKLV�
particular group represent the dominant, “mainstream” market preferences. 
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7KRXJK�WKH�DSSHDO�RI �VXSHUÀFLDO�KLS�KRS�LV�QRW�LVRODWHG�WR�ZKLWH�FRQVXPHUV��
it has inarguably been effective at incorporating them into a movement 
URRWHG� LQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ� FXOWXUH�� ,Q� IDFW�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� D� �����$G$JH�
article examining SoundData’s annual demographic report on the music 
LQGXVWU\�� ´DERXW� ���� RI � UDS� UHFRUGV� >DW� WKH� WLPH�ZHUH@� RZQHG� E\�ZKLWH�
WHHQDJHUVµ��%LDOLN��������$V�WKH�KLS�KRS�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ÀHOG�GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�
1990s, the music industry began to place special weight on the preferences 
RI � WKH� GRPLQDQW� GHPRJUDSKLF� RI � ZKLWH� WHHQDJHUV� DQG� \RXQJ� DGXOWV�� ,Q�
������ 0HGLDPDUN� 5HVHDUFK� ,QF�� FRQGXFWHG� D� VWXG\� GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKDW�
ZKLWHV·�VKDUH�RI �WKH�KLS�KRS�PDUNHW�KDG�IDOOHQ�WR�����RI �WRWDO�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
(Bialik 2005). Although this is a decline from prior years, the overwhelming 
majority of  white consumers during radio rap’s formative years in the 1990s 
OLNHO\�SOD\HG�D�VLJQLÀFDQW� UROH� LQ�FKDUDFWHUL]LQJ� WKH�KHJHPRQLF��QRUPDWLYH�
structure of  the genre for years to come. 
 Regardless of  whether the music industry deliberately promoted 
VXSHUÀFLDO�KLS�KRS�IRU�DQ\�VSHFLÀF�GHPRJUDSKLF��WUHQGV�WRZDUG�VXSHUÀFLDOLW\�
FUHDWHG�VSDFH�IRU�WKH�SUHIHUHQFHV�RI �D�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�ZKLWH�DXGLHQFH�WR�LQÁXHQFH�
DQG�GHÀQH�WKH�WKHPDWLF�GLUHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�JHQUH���$V�ZKLWH�FRQVXPHUV�FDPH�
to represent hip-hop’s target audience, rappers’ urgent calls to challenge the 
VWDWXV�TXR� DQG� WR� HIIHFW� VRFLRSROLWLFDO� FKDQJH� IHOO� WR� WKH� UDGLR�ZD\VLGH� LQ�
favor of  brag-focused, violent, party-oriented hip-hop. This brand of  the 
genre possessed a more relatable appeal and a much greater capacity for 
tapping into a wider population. The growth of  a white audience therefore 
SURYLGHG�IXUWKHU�OHJLWLPDWLRQ�IRU�VXSHUÀFLDO�O\ULFV�DQG�WKH�PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ�RI �
sociopolitical themes. Although white audiences’ disproportionate share of  
the demographic may not have been the sole cause of  this depoliticization, 
the expansion of  this demographic’s consumption of  the genre likely both 
validated and accelerated the sharp decrease in sociopolitical themes from 
�����RQZDUG��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�GRPLQDQFH�RI �ZKLWH��PDLQVWUHDP�KHJHPRQ\�
contributed to the alienation of  socially conscious hip-hop in the music 
scene.
� &RUSRUDWH� LQÁXHQFHV� RQ� WKH� UDS� JHQUH� EHFDPH� LQFUHDVLQJO\�
pronounced as the music industry evolved, and they implicitly reinforced 
white-mainstream hegemony by playing a central role in the exclusion of  
VRFLRSROLWLFDO�UDGLR�UDS��$V�WKH�PXVLF�LQGXVWU\·V�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ÀHOG�KDV�EHFRPH�
LQFUHDVLQJO\�PRQRSROL]HG��WKH�PRVW�LQÁXHQWLDO�UHFRUG�FRPSDQLHV�KDYH�OLWWOH�
LQFHQWLYH� WR� HQFRXUDJH� GHYLDWLRQ� IURP� WKH� ÀQDQFLDOO\� OXFUDWLYH� V\VWHP�RI �
VXSHUÀFLDO� KLS�KRS�� 6WDWLVWLFV� IURP� WKH� ����� 0XVLF� 	� &RS\ULJKW� VXUYH\�
UHYHDO�WKDW�������RI �DOO�RIÀFLDOO\�UHOHDVHG�PXVLF�LV�UHOHDVHG�HLWKHU�LQGLUHFWO\�
through a subsidiary of, or directly by, only three corporations: Warner 
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0XVLF�*URXS� ��������� 6RQ\�0XVLF�(QWHUWDLQPHQW� �������� DQG�8QLYHUVDO�
0XVLF�*URXS��80*����������0XVLF�	�&RS\ULJKW��������$V�RI �1RYHPEHU�
2014, a cursory survey of  the Billboard Hot-100 shows that the “Big Three” 
record companies are responsible for distributing 24 of  the 25 rap songs on 
WKH�OLVW��ZLWK�80*�DQG�LWV�VXEVLGLDULHV�DORQH�DFFRXQWLQJ�IRU����RI �WKRVH�����
,Q����������RI ����UDS�VRQJV�LQ�WKH�<HDU�(QG�+RW�����ZHUH�80*�DIÀOLDWHG�
(Billboard 2014). The commercial music industry has not been compelled 
to alter its reliance on the topics of  bragging, escapism, violence, and love 
for producing rap as these themes have successfully achieved the economic 
results it aims for.
 Partha Chatterjee’s notion of  a blocked dialectic provides an additional 
theoretical framework for understanding how these mainstream, hegemonic 
LQÁXHQFHV�SXVK� D� VSHFLÀF�EUHHG�RI �KLS�KRS� WR� WKH�PDVVHV��$FFRUGLQJ� WR�
Chatterjee, hegemonic forces adopt compatible aspects of  the subordinate 
movement in order to ensure their domination (Chatterjee 1993). By co-
opting elements of  the opposition movement, the subjugated population 
may feel a sense of  validation, and therefore, will be content with the 
QHZO\�GHÀQHG�VWDWXV�TXR��,Q�UHDOLW\��KRZHYHU��WKH�VWUXFWXUHV�RI �GRPLQDWLRQ�
change relatively little in the actual system, and most importantly, the elite 
perpetuate their position at the peak of  the sociopolitical hierarchy. This 
concept is based on Jurgen Habermas’ understanding of  the dialectical 
synthesis between thesis and antithesis as the driver of  social progress. 
,Q� WKLV� VLWXDWLRQ�� WKH� WKHVLV� FDQ� EH� FRQFHSWXDOL]HG� DV� ZKLWH�� PDLQVWUHDP�
KHJHPRQ\��ZKLOH� WKH�EODFN�VWUXJJOH� IRU� UDFLDO�HTXDOLW\� UHSUHVHQWV� WKH�DQWL�
thesis. Bragging about personal endowments and wealth does not threaten 
WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��DQG�WKHUHIRUH��WKHVH�HOHPHQWV�DUH�HDVLO\�DVVLPLODWHG�LQWR�WKH�
corporate structure of  the music scene, while more radicalized lyrics become 
REVHOHWH��)XUWKHUPRUH��GXH�WR�WKH�KLJK�FXOWXUDO�YDOXH�PDQ\�$PHULFDQV�SODFH�
on individual success and its accompanying excesses, this manifestation 
of  hip-hop possesses an inherent marketability to the general population. 
,Q�RUGHU�WR�SURGXFH�D�JHQXLQH�GLDOHFWLFDO�V\QWKHVLV��WKH�ZKLWH��PDLQVWUHDP�
KHJHPRQ\� ZRXOG� QHHG� WR� FRQIURQW� DQG� UHFRQFLOH� WKH� UDFLDO� LQHTXLWLHV�
addressed by socially conscious rappers. However, the seamless integration 
RI � VXSHUÀFLDO�KLS�KRS� LQWR� WKH�PXVLF� LQGXVWU\� DQG�$PHULFDQ�SRS�FXOWXUH�
validates certain hip-hop artists while simultaneously preventing legitimate 
development of  the racial dialectic in America.  
� )RU�PDQ\� UDSSHUV�� WKLV� LPEDODQFH�RI � WKHPDWLF� IRFXV�GRHV�QRW� VHHP�
problematic and their lyrics actually appear to legitimate the system as a 
ZKROH�� $QWRQLR� *UDPVFL� GHVFULEHV� WKH� SURFHVV� E\� ZKLFK� VXERUGLQDWHG�
groups unconsciously perpetuate their own domination as “active consent” 
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�*UDPVFL��������$OWKRXJK�EODFN�UDSSHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�IURP�OHVV�SULYLOHJHG�
circumstances, have an incentive to strive to alter the white-hegemonic status 
TXR��WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�VXFFHVVHV�YDOLGDWH�WKHLU�O\ULFDO�GLVUHJDUG�IRU�IRPHQWLQJ�
VRFLDO�FKDQJH��%\�DWWDLQLQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�VXFFHVV�IRU�GLVFXVVLQJ� LQDQH�WRSLFV� LQ�
their music, black rappers on the radio may believe that the system functions 
as it should. Popular, brag-centric rappers may therefore unconsciously 
SHUSHWXDWH�WKH�GRPLQDQFH�RI �VXSHUÀFLDO�KLS�KRS�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI �PDWHULDO�
that could more effectively challenge the existing structures of  racial 
LQHTXDOLW\�
 The existing structures of  domination derive active consent from 
oppressed groups’ acceptance and implicit legitimation of  their own 
subordination. Through this process, the industry not only inadvertently 
UHLQIRUFHV�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�RI �XQHTXDO�UDFH�UHODWLRQV�LQ�$PHULFD�EXW�DOVR�PDNHV�
DFFRPSOLFHV�RI �EODFN��EUDJ�IRFXVHG�UDSSHUV�LQ�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKDW�VWDWXV�TXR��
Additionally, the continued domination of  nonpolitical hip-hop supports 
the industry’s rationalization to disregard sociopolitical rap due to the 
LPSOLHG�SHUPLVVLRQ�RI �FRQVXPHUV��$V�D�UHVXOW��VXFFHVVIXO��VXSHUÀFLDO�UDSSHUV·�
active consent for mainstream hip-hop ensures the reproduction of  white, 
mainstream hegemony by tacitly validating the materialistic, commercially 
accepted blueprint of  nonpolitical radio hip-hop.
 DiMaggio and Powell describe several forms of  institutional 
LVRPRUSKLVP� LQ� WKHLU� SLHFH�� ´7KH� ,URQ� &DJH� 5HYLVLWHG�� ,QVWLWXWLRQDO�
,VRPRUSKLVP� DQG� &ROOHFWLYH� 5DWLRQDOLW\� LQ� 2UJDQL]DWLRQDO� )LHOGV�µ�
,QVWLWXWLRQDO�LVRPRUSKLVP�H[SODLQV�KRZ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZLWKLQ��DQG�VRPHWLPHV�
between) an industry tend to become homogeneous over time. One such 
mechanism is mimetic isomorphism, which describes how institutions 
simply refer to a working model and copy it, hoping to repeat its success and 
FDSLWDOL]H�ÀQDQFLDOO\��,Q�PLPHWLF�LVRPRUSKLVP��WKH�EDVLV�RI �WKLV�DSSURSULDWLRQ�
lies not in rationality, but in the success of  an already established institutional 
blueprint (DiMaggio and Powell 1983). The brag-focused isomorphism in 
rap emerged initially from artists, but it was eagerly validated and reinforced 
E\�UHFRUG�ODEHOV�DQG�GLVWULEXWRUV�ZKHQ�WKH\�TXLFNO\�UHDOL]HG�KRZ�SURÀWDEOH�
the model could be.  As suggested by trends in this study’s data, it appears 
that this institutionalized mimetic isomorphism may have emerged even 
HDUOLHU�WKDQ�������ÀQDOO\�UHDFKLQJ�XQGLVSXWHG�SUHHPLQHQFH�E\�������2QFH�
entrenched, with rappers all over the country following the format, it 
EHFDPH�GLIÀFXOW�WR�DFKLHYH�FRPPHUFLDO�VXFFHVV�WKURXJK�VRQJV�WKDW�GLG�QRW�
conform to the accepted isomorphism.  This helps explain why in 2000, 
when there was a dip in the overall popularity of  hip-hop, the nonpolitical 
trends continued to dominate (even though the thesis of  this paper predicts 
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D� GHFOLQH� LQ� VXSHUÀFLDOLW\� ZLWK� OHVV� SRSXODULW\��� $V� ZKLWH�KHJHPRQLF�
LQÁXHQFHV�DVVLPLODWH�QRQWKUHDWHQLQJ�HOHPHQWV�RI �D�EODFN�FXOWXUDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ��
this blocked racial dialectic becomes ingrained as the radio-rap industry 
standard. The phenomenon thereby precludes hip-hop from acting as a 
legitimate vehicle for large-scale amelioration of  American racial tension.
 Thornstein Veblen’s theory of  pecuniary emulation and Pierre 
%RXUGLHX·V�FRQFHSW�RI �FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�VWUXJJOHV�RIIHU�DGGLWLRQDO�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�
the effects of  this systematic marginalization of  sociopolitical hip-hop. As 
Veblen asserts in his Theory of  the Leisure Class, members of  the lower 
classes inherently strive to emulate actions and behaviors of  the upper class. 
By pursuing bourgeois values, the lower classes often spend beyond their 
means. This process guarantees the proletariat’s inability to actualize legitimate 
social mobility and directly contributes to the reproduction of  existing class 
domination (Veblen 1899). Similarly, Bourdieu explains in Distinction how 
economic and cultural conditions shape individual preferences, which are in 
turn ordered hierarchically in society with bourgeois preferences at the top 
and working class preferences at the bottom. As a result of  the higher social 
value placed on bourgeois sensibilities, those in the lower classes, especially 
middle class petite bourgeoisie, strive to align with upper class preferences. 
%RXUGLHX�DVVHUWV� WKH�IXWLOLW\�RI � WKHVH� ORZHU�DQG�PLGGOH�FODVV�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�
struggles, explaining that the bourgeois will continue to culturally distance 
themselves even if  those in lower social classes may be making apparent 
SURJUHVV�WRZDUGV�UHDOL]LQJ�ERXUJHRLV�WDVWH�DQG�EHKDYLRU��%RXUGLHX��������$V�
shown by this study’s data, the rise of  brag tracks on the radio clearly coincided 
with more lyrical dedication to conspicuous consumption. Consumers of  
KLS�KRS�PD\�IDOO�LQWR�WKLV�WUDS�RI �FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�VWUXJJOHV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�PD\�
IHHO�LQVSLUHG�WR�LGROL]H�DQG�HPXODWH�VXSHUÀFLDO�UDGLR�UDSSHUV�ZKR�SURGXFH�
materialistically themed music. 
 The 2012 Radio Business Report, “Hip-Hop, Consumers and Retail,” 
SURYLGHV� TXDQWLWDWLYH� VXSSRUW� IRU� 9HEOHQ� DQG� %RXUGLHX·V� WKHRULHV� DV� WR�
how they relate to consumers of  hip-hop. The report presents a number 
RI � ÀQGLQJV� IURP� %,*,QVLJKW·V� ´0HGLD� %HKDYLRUV� 	� ,QÁXHQFH� 6WXG\µ� WR�
highlight consumption patterns of  individuals who listen to hip-hop and 
FRPSDUH� WKHP�DJDLQVW� WKRVH� LQ� WKH�VDPSOH�ZKR�GR�QRW��)RU�H[DPSOH�� WKH�
socioeconomic status of  the average hip-hop consumer falls well below 
the average of  the total sample. Only in the bottom three subsets of  
annual income below $15k, $15k-25k, and $25k-30k are listeners of  hip-
KRS�RYHUUHSUHVHQWHG� LQ�WKH�VDPSOH�������RI �WKH�WRWDO�VDPSOH�UHSUHVHQWHG�
KRXVHKROGV�HDUQLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ����������ZKLOH�WKH�VDPH�ZDV�WUXH�RI �������RI �
KLS�KRS�OLVWHQHUV��7KH�QH[W�LQFRPH�EUDFNHW������������������FRQWDLQHG������
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RI � WKH� WRWDO� VDPSOH�� EXW� ����RI �KLS�KRS� OLVWHQHUV� IHOO� LQWR� WKLV� FDWHJRU\��
)RU� WKH�KLJKHVW�PHDVXUHG� LQFRPH�EUDFNHWV�� KRZHYHU� �����N���������� DQG�
RYHU�����N���������RI �KLS�KRS�OLVWHQHUV�FRXOG�FODLP�LQFOXVLRQ��FRPSDUHG�WR�
������RI �WKH�WRWDO�VDPSOH��5DGLR�%XVLQHVV�5HSRUW��������7KH�XQIRUWXQDWH�
position of  hip-hop consumers overrepresented in lower income brackets 
becomes exacerbated upon analysis of  their spending habits.
 Even though hip-hop consumers are more likely to earn less than non-
hip-hoppers, they spend disproportionately more at “Specialty-Apparel” 
UHWDLO�RXWOHWV��´6SHFLDOW\�$SSDUHOµ�VWRUHV�DUH�GHÀQHG�E\�WKHLU�QDUURZHU�IRFXV�
RQ�D�VSHFLÀF�WDUJHW�PDUNHW��DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW�WKH\�WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�H[SHQVLYH�
than their department store counterparts (Lamb et al. 2008:363). Stores 
WKDW�IDOO�LQWR�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�LQFOXGH�6WHYH�0DGGHQ��*DS��/RXLV�9XLWWRQ��)RRW�
Locker and other stores that specialize in a particular industry niche. As 
enumerated in the study, “The Essentials of  Marketing,” consumers that 
IUHTXHQW�VSHFLDOW\�VWRUHV�DUH�OHVV�LQFOLQHG�WR�EH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�FRPSHWLWLYH�
pricing, and more focused on “branding image, selection choice, and 
SXUFKDVLQJ� DVVLVWDQFHµ� �/DPE� HW� DO�� ����������� )RU� ZRPHQ� LQ� WKH� WRWDO�
VDPSOH��������VKRSSHG�IRU�FORWKLQJ�DW�VSHFLDOW\�DSSDUHO�VWRUHV�FRPSDUHG�WR�
������RI �IHPDOH�KLS�KRS�OLVWHQHUV��7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�VLPLODU�IRU�PHQ��ZLWK�
������RI �WKH�WRWDO�VDPSOH�DQG�������RI �PDOH�KLS�KRS�OLVWHQHUV�VKRSSLQJ�
for clothing at specialty-apparel outlets. Considering that hip-hop listeners 
are also much more inclined to shop at discount stores for nearly all other 
amenities, this data suggests that hip-hop culture encourages overspending 
on fashion as a means of  commanding respect. Additionally, the data shows 
WKDW� KLS�KRS� FRQVXPHUV� PRUH� IUHTXHQWO\� UHVSRQG� WR� DGYHUWLVHPHQWV� IRU�
HOHFWURQLFV� DQG� FORWKLQJ�� )RU� WKH� HQWLUHW\� RI � WKH� VDPSOH�� ������ IROORZHG�
XS�RQ�UDGLR�FRPPHUFLDOV�IRU�HOHFWURQLFV��DV�FRPSDUHG�WR�������RI �KLS�KRS�
listeners (Radio Business Report 2012). Although a number of  factors likely 
contribute toward this trend, the data suggests that hip-hop culture may, to 
VRPH�H[WHQW��LQÁXHQFH�SDUWLFXODU�FRQVXPSWLRQ�SDWWHUQV��
 As discussed throughout this section, an amalgamation of  social 
processes coalesces to drive the peripheralization of  sociopolitical hip-hop. 
7KH� ZLGHVSUHDG� SUROLIHUDWLRQ� RI � EUDJ�FHQWULF�� VXSHUÀFLDO�� SDUW\� KLS�KRS�
on the radio fetishizes the reality of  urban life by focusing on the success 
�DQG�H[FHVV��RI �DQ�LQGLYLGXDO·V�HVFDSH�IURP�SRYHUW\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�FULWLTXLQJ�
WKH� VWUXFWXUHV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� SURGXFLQJ� WKDW� SRYHUW\�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� WKH�
LQGXVWU\·V�IHWLVKL]DWLRQ�RI �WKH�DUWLVWV�DV�PHUH�FRPPRGLWLHV�IRU�SURÀW�GLVORFDWHV�
WKHP� IURP� WKHLU� VRFLDO� FRQWH[WV� DQG� UHLQIRUFHV� WUHQGV� RI � VXSHUÀFLDOLW\��
7KH� WUHQGV� FUHDWH� HFRQRPLF� LQFHQWLYHV� RI � DFTXLHVFHQFH� WR� WKH� GRPLQDQW�
culture and facilitate hegemonic co-optation of  a minority movement of  
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resistance. This co-optation results in rappers’ implicit acceptance of  the 
VWDWXV�TXR�WKURXJK�WKHLU�DGRSWLRQ�RI �WKH�LQGXVWU\·V�SUH�DSSURYHG�EOXHSULQW�
RI � QRQSROLWLFDO� PLPHWLF� LVRPRUSKLVP�� &RQVHTXHQWO\�� D� EORFNHG� GLDOHFWLF�
emerges in which individuals, through their continued consumption of  
SROLWLFDOO\�QHXWHUHG�KLS�KRS��YDOLGDWH�WKH�WKHPHV�RI �VXSHUÀFLDOLW\�DQG�OX[XU\��
By adopting the defanged manifestation of  hip-hop and alienating lyricists 
with social consciousness, the dominant structures in the music industry 
thereby preclude the legitimate progression of  a substantive racial dialectic 
on American radio.  
� )XUWKHUPRUH��WKLV�SUROLIHUDWLRQ�RI �QRQSROLWLFDO�KLS�KRS�FDUULHV�VHULRXV�
implications for audiences, who may be more inclined to partake in brand-
focused conspicuous consumption in order to emulate what they perceive to 
EH�DQ�DFKLHYDEOH�XSSHU�FODVV�OLIHVW\OH��6XSHUÀFLDO��FRQVSLFXRXV�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
driven tracks may therefore encourage particular consumption habits that 
unwittingly serve to perpetuate the current disparate system. Ultimately, 
through underlying, inadvertent, hegemonic forces that pressure artist 
conformity, the music industry makes hip-hop artists complicit in producing 
music that does little to challenge the social and economic condition of  the 
oppressed communities from whence the genre was born.

&21&/86,21
� )RU� UDGLR� KLS�KRS�� WKH� WKHPDWLF� HOHPHQWV� RI � ORYH�� EUDJJLQJ�� DQG�
HVFDSLVP� DUH� D� QDWXUDO� ÀW� EHFDXVH� WKH� O\ULFV�� IRU� WKH� PRVW� SDUW�� GR� QRW�
UHTXLUH� GHHS� WKLQNLQJ� RU� UHÁHFWLRQ� DQG� DUH� WKHUHIRUH� PRUH� DFFHVVLEOH�
WR� D� ZLGHU� �DQG� ZKLWHU�� DXGLHQFH�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� WKRXJK� QRW� VXUSULVLQJO\��
songs with commentary do mention escapism, which is understandable 
given that escapism may be an instinctive response to adverse, oppressive 
circumstances. This further reinforces Talib Kweli’s understanding of  hip-
hop as a necessarily multi-faceted, complex genre predicated on elements 
of  both sociopolitical strife and escapism. Nevertheless, many coded songs 
JORULÀHG�HVFDSLVP�ZLWKRXW�SURYLGLQJ�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W�� LQVWHDG�WKH\�QDUURZO\�
idolized lavish party scenes while disregarding the struggle necessary to get 
there.
� � � � ,Q� VSLWH� RI � VHYHUDO� VHOHFW� DUWLVWV� ZKR� GHPRQVWUDWHG� VRFLRSROLWLFDO�
sensibilities throughout the decade, even the preliminary years of  coding 
indicate the clear industry bias for nonpolitical rap, which has dominated 
the genre’s mainstream scene since the 1990s. Although 1990 was expected 
to display the strongest inclinations towards confronting social issues, 
RQO\�D�TXDUWHU�RI �WKH�VRQJV�IURP������GHGLFDWHG�H[WHQGHG�O\ULFDO�IRFXV�WR�
sociopolitical concerns. This result is especially apparent considering that 
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singular codes for “nonpolitical” hip-hop are compared to the consolidation 
of  eight different codes, referred to collectively as “sociopolitical” hip-hop. 
,I �RQH�FRPELQHV�WKH�FRGHV�IRU�QRQSROLWLFDO�KLS�KRS�LQWR�D�VLPLODUO\�UHGXFHG�
FDWHJRU\�� WKH� LQGXVWU\�ELDV�EHFRPHV�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�� ,Q������� IRU�H[DPSOH��
VRQJV�VFRULQJ�D���RU�KLJKHU�LQ�́ VRFLRSROLWLFDO�WKHPHVµ�FRPSULVHG�����RI �WKH�
VDPSOH��ZKLOH�WKRVH�UHFHLYLQJ�D���LQ�´QRQSROLWLFDO�WKHPHVµ�UHSUHVHQWHG������
By 2000, the percentage of  songs scoring a 2 in sociopolitical themes had 
IDOOHQ�WR�D�PHDJHU�������DQG�VLPLODUO\�FRGHG�QRQSROLWLFDO�VRQJV�URVH�RYHU�
���SRLQWV�WR�FRPSULVH��������RI �WKH�VDPSOH��'HWDLOHG�GDWD�RQ�FRPSDULVRQV�
using this reduced coding of  “nonpolitical themes” have been included in the 
DSSHQGL[�IRU�WKH�UHDGHU·V�LQWHUHVW��$SSHQGL[��)LJ��������$OO�WKLQJV�FRQVLGHUHG��
there existed a relative balance between the amount of  lyrical material 
dedicated to partying and the amount dedicated to social commentary in 
1990. By 1998, the year with hip-hop’s steepest decline in sociopolitical 
discourse, the deceased Tupac Shakur represented the only artist credited 
ZLWK� VFRULQJ� DERYH� D� �� LQ� VRFLRSROLWLFDO� WKHPHV��+LV� VRQJ�� ´,�:RQGHU� ,I �
+HDYHQ�*RW�D�*KHWWR�µ�VFRUHG�D���LQ�´GLVWUXVW�RI �SROLFH�µ�´IHDU�RI �D�FRUUXSW�
system that plans genocide,” “anger at racism and lost opportunities,” and 
“pleas for recognition,” while the song scored a 3 in “frustration with street 
culture.” Despite Tupac’s socially poignant, posthumous piece, the data 
shows a serious decline in radio-rap’s sociopolitical focus. 
 Popular music inherently strives to connect with the largest number of  
SHRSOH��DQG�O\ULFV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�ORYH�DQG�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�RQHVHOI ��DUURJDQFH�
in “brag tracks”) appear to be the most marketable to a broader audience. 
However, Yasiin Bey (also known as Mos Def) in The Art of  Rap explains 
KRZ�KLS�KRS� ´GLGQ·W� VWDUW�ZLWK� SRS�FXOWXUH� DPELWLRQV�� ,W� QHYHU� KDG� SRS�
FXOWXUH�DPELWLRQV«�LW·V�IRON�PXVLFµ��,FH�7�HW�DO���������6R�SHUKDSV� LW�ZDV�
inevitable that once rap gained commercial traction, its capacity to embody 
D�PRUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�PRYHPHQW�ZRXOG�HURGH��%XW�WKLV�UDLVHV�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ�RI �KRZ�DQ�DUWLVW�VXFK�DV�7XSDF��ZKR�ZDV�HQRUPRXVO\�SRSXODU�DQG�
widely regarded as one of  the greatest rappers of  all time, could continue 
to produce socially conscious lyricism on the radio up until his death in 
1996. Clearly, the potential exists for rappers to confront deeper subject 
material on the radio, but industry bias largely precludes the proliferation 
of  these topics in the mainstream. Rappers who attain popular success, as 
GHÀQHG�E\�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�RQ�WKH�UDGLR��H[KLELW�DQ�DYHUVLRQ�WR�O\ULFV�WKDW�UHIHU�
to sociopolitical struggles. Lyrics are increasingly concerned with artists’ 
SHUVRQDO� SURZHVV�� ÀQDQFLDO� VXFFHVV�� ORYH� OLYHV�� DQG� OHLVXUH� WLPH�� DQG� DUH�
OHVV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�HTXDOLW\� LQ�DQ�RSSUHVVLYH�
society. To describe the trend in terms of  C. Wright Mills’ “sociological 
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imagination,” rap has become divested of  the “intersections of  history and 
ELRJUDSK\µ��0LOOV���������DQG�LV�PXFK�PRUH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI �
the individual.
 People tend to look back on the 1990s as an era characterized by more 
lyrically stimulating hip-hop, less focused on “bling” and more engaged 
ZLWK� WKH� VRFLDO� LVVXHV�RI � WKH� WLPH��:KLOH�P\�ÀQGLQJV� LQGLFDWH� WKDW� WKLV� LV�
not an entirely incorrect impression, they also illustrate that lyrics of  the 
most popular rap songs in the 1990s already displayed a clear industry 
preference for elements of  conspicuous consumption, escapism, and 
bragging. Throughout the decade, popular lyricists like Tupac, Bonethugs 
DQG�+DUPRQ\��1DV��DQG�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�)XJHHV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�JUDSSOH�ZLWK�
the struggle of  growing up in poverty and facing constant oppression, 
which undoubtedly has skewed the public’s current perceptions of  what 
was popular at the time. As this paper’s coding has illustrated, however, only 
DERXW�����RI �WRS�FKDUWHG�VRQJV�LQ�D�JLYHQ�\HDU�FRQWDLQHG�H[WHQVLYH�VRFLDO�
commentary (demarcated by the score of  a 2 or higher). Unfortunately, 
FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�VWDUN�GHFOLQH�WR�DERXW�����LQ������DQG�������WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
HYHQ�D�TXDUWHU�RI �FKDUWHG�VRQJV�LQ�SULRU�\HDUV�GHDOW�ZLWK�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�LVVXHV�
is surprising.
 Billboard’s year-end charts for rap songs only go back to 1990, when 
RQO\� DERXW� D� TXDUWHU� RI � WKRVH� FKDUWHG� VRQJV� JDYH� H[WHQVLYH� DWWHQWLRQ� WR�
VRFLDO�LVVXHV��,W�LV�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�REWDLQ�
data from before this year: such statistics would shed further light on the 
FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� UDS·V�SRSXODULW\� DQG� LWV� WKHPDWLF� UHJUHVVLRQ�� ,W�ZRXOG�
also be fruitful to investigate top-selling albums before this period to better 
understand rap’s central themes prior to Billboard’s involvement. Thus far, 
it appears that the industry only granted the genre serious attention after 
its content had demonstrated itself  to be less subversive and commercially 
viable.
� � � � 7KH�*DURIDOR� UHVHDUFK� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� WKH� OLWHUDWXUH� UHYLHZ� GHVFULEHV� D�
similar trend that occurred roughly three decades prior in rock music as 
WKH� JHQUH� HQWHUHG� WKH�PDLQVWUHDP� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ����V� DQG� ����V�� 5HHEHH�
*DURIDOR·V� SLHFH� H[DPLQHV� KRZ� DIWHU� WKH� ����V�� H[SOLFLW� DQWL�PDWHULDOLVW��
DQWL�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�FRQWHQW� LQ�URFN�PXVLF�H[SHULHQFHG�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�GHFOLQH�
as a result of  becoming ingrained in the corporate structure. She argues 
that music as a cultural commodity tends to be appropriated to support 
H[LVWLQJ�VWUXFWXUHV�RI �FDSLWDO��*DURIDOR��������-XGJLQJ�E\�WKH�GDWD�FROOHFWHG�
in this study, a similar process has occurred in hip-hop throughout the 1990s 
LQWR�WKH�����V��<HW�*DURIDOR�VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�HIÀFDF\�RI �WKH�FRQVXPHU�FDQ�
FDWDO\]H� UH�DSSURSULDWLRQ� DQG�SUHYHQW� FRUSRUDWH� LQÁXHQFH� IURP�QHXWHULQJ�
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music’s sociopolitical discourse. Unfortunately, because hip-hop’s discourse 
emerged out of  the struggles faced by blacks in America, and as a result did 
not apply to the most substantial consumer demographic (white males), this 
re-appropriation becomes all but impossible, at least in the mainstream.
 Media can have a profound impact on the way individuals perceive 
themselves and the world around them, and the egregious underrepresentation 
of  “conscious” hip-hop on the radio demonstrates the industry’s disinterest 
in disseminating positive, empowering messages to disempowered groups. 
The music industry has never claimed to be an agent of  social change, nor 
GRHV�LW�DVSLUH�WR�EH��IRU�WKH�UHFRUG�FRPSDQLHV�DQG�FRUSRUDWLRQV�OLNH�8QLYHUVDO�
0XVLF�*URXS�DQG�%LOOERDUG��ÀQDQFLDO�SURÀW�GULYHV�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�VDOH�
RI �UHFRUGV��,Q�VSLWH�RI �WKLV��DUWLVWV�OLNH�7XSDF�6KDNXU�KDYH�SURYHQ�WKDW�VRFLDOO\�
conscious hip-hop has enormous marketing potential. Kendrick Lamar 
appears to have taken up Shakur’s mantle in the contemporary mainstream, 
releasing the enormously successful Good Kid, Maad City (GKMC) album 
in 2012 to widespread critical and commercial acclaim. GKMC paints an 
evocative portrait of  life growing up in Compton, characterized by pervasive 
pressures to conform to gang life, substance abuse, and misogynistic 
paradigms. Lamar released his latest album, 7R�3LPS�D�%XWWHUÁ\, in 2015 which 
even more directly challenges America’s treatment of  blacks. The record 
features stinging indictments of  race relations in America, and many songs 
extensively confront black experiences of  racism, poverty, distrust of  police, 
DQG�IUXVWUDWLRQV�ZLWK�VWUHHW�FXOWXUH��:LWK�´7R�3LPS�D�%XWWHUÁ\µ�RQ�SDFH�WR�
reach the number 1 position on Billboard’s album charts, Lamar underscores 
that hip-hop’s ethnically-rooted, sociopolitical consciousness does in fact 
have the potential to profoundly resonate with mainstream-American 
audiences. 
 However, socially conscious hip-hop artists like Kendrick Lamar 
represent anomalies on the radio, and it is clear that the industry largely 
neglects this group of  socially conscious rappers in favor of  glorifying 
VXSHUÀFLDOLW\� DQG� PDWHULDOLVP�� %\� FRQVWUXFWLQJ� D� V\VWHP� WKDW� ODUJHO\�
VHTXHVWHUV� VRFLRSROLWLFDO� KLS�KRS� WR� WKH� SRS�FXOWXUH� SHULSKHU\�� WKH�PXVLF�
industry erodes the progressive potential of  the genre and pressures its 
artists to play a complicit role in reproducing the invisibility of  the very 
population responsible for its existence.

FUTURE RESEARCH 
 This research leaves many opportunities open for further research 
LQWR�KRZ�FRUSRUDWH�VWUXFWXUHV�LQÁXHQFH�PXVLF�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ��
*LYHQ�WKDW�WKH�XQGHU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI �VRFLDOO\�FRQVFLRXV�UDS�DSSHDUHG�PXFK�
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earlier than expected, it would be interesting to examine popular tracks from 
WKH�HUD� MXVW�EHIRUH�%LOOERDUG�EHJDQ�NHHSLQJ�FKDUWV� ������������ IUHTXHQWO\�
UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�´*ROGHQ�$JHµ�RI �KLS�KRS���7KLV�GDWD�FRXOG�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�
the role Billboard may have played in shifting the lyrical focus of  American 
UDSSHUV��,W�DOVR�PD\�EH�XVHIXO�WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�VXUYH\�EDVHG�RQ�6XOOLYDQ·V������
VWXG\��́ 5DS�DQG�5DFH��,W·V�*RW�D�1LFH�%HDW��EXW�:KDW�$ERXW�WKH�0HVVDJH"�µ�LQ�
which she surveys youths to gauge differences in hip-hop preference across 
JHQGHUV�DQG�YDULRXV�HWKQLFLWLHV��,I �SDUWLFXODU�GHPRJUDSKLF�JURXSV�FRQVXPH�
rap differently, this will shed further light on whose preferences have more 
LQÁXHQFH� RQ� WUHQGV� LQ� WKH� PXVLF� LQGXVWU\�� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� MX[WDSRVLQJ� WKH�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI �$PHULFDQ�KLS�KRS�ZLWK�WKH�GHÀQLWLYHO\�SROLWLFDO�QDWXUH�RI �
hip-hop in other countries, such as Brazil or Yemen, could yield important 
insights into the capacity of  hip-hop as a vehicle for social change when not 
restricted by the corporate hegemonic forces of  the music industry. Overall, 
examining hip-hop as a tool for fomenting social change will continue 
WR� RIIHU�PHDQLQJIXO� LQVLJKWV� LQWR� WKH� HIÀFDF\� RI �PLQRULW\� FLYLO�UHVLVWDQFH�
movements to challenge oppressive hegemonic structures. 
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APPENDICES
6HFWLRQ�$��7DEOHV�,QFOXGLQJ�´*ORULÀFDWLRQ�RI �9LROHQFHµ�´0LVRJ\Q\µ�&RGHV
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INTRODUCTION
� 7KH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�EHJDQ�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\�LQ������LQ�
response to the school administration’s decision to ban on-campus political 
activities. The purpose of  the student-led protest was to protect the right 
to free speech and academic freedom within the country’s larger political 
FOLPDWH��7KH�GHEDWH�ÀUVW�VXUURXQGHG�FLYLO�ULJKWV�DQG�ODWHU�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�
the Vietnam War. Under the assumption that the sidewalk bordering 
the university at the intersection of  Bancroft and Telegraph was public 
property, student groups had historically used this space as a platform 
WR�VRXQG�WKHLU�SROLWLFDO�YRLFHV��,Q�UHDFWLRQ�WR�DFWLYH�VWXGHQW�UHFUXLWPHQW�
on Bancroft Strip leading to participation in controversial civil rights 
demonstrations across the nation, the University faced strong political 
pressures from state legislators to curb student involvement in such events. 
When it was discovered by a reporter that Bancroft Strip was in fact legally 
8QLYHUVLW\�RZQHG��WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DVVXPHG�JURXQGV�WR�RIÀFLDOO\�EDQ�
SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\�RQ�FDPSXV�SURSHUW\��)UHHPDQ��������:KLOH�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
was predominantly student-organized, this paper focuses on the positions 
taken by intellectuals at the university understood through Bourdieu’s 
GHOLQHDWLRQ�RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG�DQG�LWV�DJHQWV��)URP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI �
this paper, responses of  intellectuals are understood as actions taken to 
preserve the autonomy and the value of  the “pursuit of  the universal” 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��&RUSRUDWLVP�RI �WKH�8QLYHUVDO������������
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� %RXUGLHX�FRQFHSWXDOL]HV�WKH�ZRUN�RI �DJHQWV�LQ�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG�
as continually constructing competing visions of  the world that objectify 
DQG�FODVVLI\�JURXSV�WR�DVVHUW�WKH�DJHQWV·�RZQ�OHJLWLPDF\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ÀHOG��
,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI �WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW��DJHQWV�LQ�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG�
DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�D�FODVVLÀFDWRU\�VWUXJJOH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�GHÀQLQJ�WKH�XVDJH�
of  physical space to ensure the greatest autonomy and pursuit of  truth 
E\�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��,QWHOOHFWXDOV��GHÀQHG�DV�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV��KROG�
widely varying stances concerning their support or opposition to the 
movement that can be understood through the Bourdieusian framework 
RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��7KHLU�VWDQFHV�UHÁHFW�GLIIHUHQW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI �WKH�
FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�RI �WKUHH�VWDNHV��WKH�PRYHPHQW��WKH�UROH�RI �WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV��
and appropriate administration of  the University in the categories of  
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�DQG�OLPLWV�RI �LQÁXHQFH��6\PEROLF�9LROHQFH����������������
Bourdieu would explain these varying stances by correlating each stance 
ZLWK�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�EHQHÀWV�DFFUXHG�IURP�FRQWUROOLQJ�HDFK�VWDNH�LQ�WKH�
VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG���7KLV�FRQFHSW�ZLOO�EH�IXUWKHU�H[SORUHG�LQ�D�VHULHV�RI �DFWXDO�
intellectuals’ written statements revealing their opinions on the movement.
� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�%RXUGLHX��WUXH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV�PXVW�IXOÀOO�WZR�
FRQGLWLRQV�RI �VFLHQWLÀF�RFFXSDQF\��WKH\�PXVW�EHORQJ�WR�DQ�DXWRQRPRXV�
ÀHOG�DQG�WKH\�PXVW�HQJDJH�WKHLU�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�D�GRPDLQ�RI �SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\�
RXWVLGH�LW��&RUSRUDWLVP�RI �WKH�8QLYHUVDO�����������)RU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI �WKLV�
SDSHU��RXU�SULPDU\�IRFXV�LV�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�FRQGLWLRQ��:KLOH�WKHUH�VHHPV�WR�
be a general consensus among intellectuals that it is in their best interest 
to maximize autonomy, intellectuals disagree on the objective conditions 
UHTXLUHG�WR�HQVXUH�VXFK�D�VWDWH��,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI �DXWRQRP\��%RXUGLHX�
ZDUQV�RI �WKH�´LQWUXVLRQ�RI �WKH�SRZHUV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�RQH�ÀHOG�LQWR�WKH�
functioning of  another” such as the intrusion of  political and economic 
SRZHU�LQWR�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��+LVWRULFLW\�RI �5HDVRQ������������7KH�
second criterion determining intellectuals’ positions on the movement 
FRQFHUQV�ZKRVH�DFWLRQV�WKH\�SHUFHLYH�WR�EH�LQ�YLRODWLRQ�RI �VFLHQWLÀF�YDOXH�
of  the pursuit of  truth. This perception is based on whom the individual 
intellectual views as responsible for upholding the values and autonomy of  
WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG�
� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�DVVHVV�PRVW�FOHDUO\�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�RSLQLRQV�RQ�
the movement, we analyzed public letters written by individuals, or by 
FRPPLWWHHV�DQG�GHSDUWPHQWV�GHFODULQJ�WKHLU�VWDQFH�RQ�WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�
0RYHPHQW��7KH�SDUWLFXODU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�GLVFXVVHG�EHORZ�GR�QRW�UHÁHFW�D�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHYLHZ��QRU�GR�WKH\�UHÁHFW�D�SHUIHFWO\�UDQGRP�VDPSOLQJ��EXW�
VKRZ�D�VPDOO�VHOHFWLRQ�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�VSHFWUXP�RI �RSLQLRQV�MXVWLÀHG�
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along the same lines of  reasoning asserted in the previous section.

6WDNH�����&ODVVLÀFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW
� %RXUGLHX�VWDWHV�WKDW�DJHQWV�LQ�D�ÀHOG�HQJDJH�LQ�FODVVLÀFDWRU\�
struggles to “preserve or modify the constructed space of  positions” 
DLPHG�DW�´GHIHQGLQJ�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI �WKHLU�PHPEHUVµ��3ROLWLFDO�)LHOG�
������������,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI �WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW��´WKH�FRQVWUXFWHG�
space of  positions” refers to the accepted roles and responsibility of  the 
faculty and administration. When the administration appears to suddenly 
ban the political advocacy on a traditionally political space, the existing 
RUGHU�RI �WKH�VRFLDO�ZRUOG�LV�GLVUXSWHG��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�VWUXJJOH�WR�UHGHÀQH�
the roles and responsibilities in this new context. A point of  contention 
DPRQJVW�YDULRXV�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�LV�KRZ�WR�VLWXDWH�WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�
0RYHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�RU�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOGV��:LWKLQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�
ÀHOG��WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�LV�FRQWHVWHG�RQ�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�EDVLV�
of  authority, and on the basis of  affording political freedom. Within the 
VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�LV�FRQWHVWHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI �
intellectual freedom of  speech. 
� 2IÀFLDO�GHFODUDWLRQV�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQWV�RI �+LVWRU\�DQG�
$QWKURSRORJ\�GHÀQH�WKH�PRYHPHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�ÀHOG��7KH�+LVWRU\�
department warns that unless the university stops violating students’ on-
FDPSXV�H[HUFLVH�RI �SROLWLFDO�ULJKWV��HQVXUHG�E\�WKH�)LUVW�DQG�)RXUWHHQWK�
Amendments, it will be causing “a disastrous and perhaps irreparable 
breach in the University community” (UC Archives 1964-1985). The 
Anthropology department encourages the Chancellor, President, Chairman 
RI �WKH�%RDUG�RI �5HJHQWV��DQG�*RYHUQRU�WKDW�´SROLWLFDO�IUHHGRP�RQ�
campus” should ensure “that the rights guaranteed by our Constitution 
are actually available to every citizen”(UC Archives 1964-1985). Thus, 
both departments draw on the political necessity of  the movement rather 
than an intellectual necessity for their support. Law professor David 
/RXLVHOO�FKDVWLVHV�KLV�SUR�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�FROOHDJXHV�IRU�LQFUHDVLQJ�
the “ever-lurking potential of  partisan political interference” within the 
autonomous intellectual domain (Louisell 1966:114). Political science 
professor Albert Lepawsky shares Professor Louisell’s concern and argues 
that the movement is a political issue which lies outside the realm of  the 
VFLHQWLÀF��/HSDZVN\�VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�LVVXH�RI �IUHH�VSHHFK�LV�DQ�LVVXH�RI �
´SUHVHUY>LQJ@�WKH�SROLWLFDO�IUHHGRP�IRU�VFKRODUVµ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�LVVXH�RI �
LQWHOOHFWXDO�IUHHGRP��/HSDZVN\��������,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKH�VXEWOH�
distinction between the stances of  the Departments and of  Lepawsky and 
Louisell. While the Departments use their positioning of  the movement 
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LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�ÀHOG�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�SROLWLFDO�IUHHGRP�LV�D�VWDNH�ZLWKLQ�
the realm of  intellectual freedom in support of  the movement, the two 
professors use their positioning to suggest that political freedom and 
intellectual freedom are interconnected, but distinct to the extent that the 
political facet should be subordinate to intellectual freedom. This particular 
nuance will be further discussed in the following section. Professor Wilson 
McWilliams of  the Political Science department remarks that there is 
“no way that you can separate the free speech issue from the academy” 
�8&�$UFKLYHV�������������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��KH�FODVVLÀHV�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
DV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�VLWXDWHG�LQ�ERWK�ÀHOGV�DV�DQ�LVVXH�RI �LQWHOOHFWXDO�DQG�
political freedom of  expression. 

Stake #2: The Ideal Role of  the Intellectual  
 Bourdieu breaks the commonly-held notion that scientists 
are engaged in a disinterested pursuit of  knowledge solely driven by 
LQWHOOHFWXDO�PRWLYHV��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQKHUHQW�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VFLHQWLÀF�
GLPHQVLRQ�WR�DOO�VFLHQWLÀF�LQTXLU\��7KLV�SDUDGR[�LV�D�WZR�IROG�VWDNH�FUHDWHG�
E\�D�´JHQHUDO�LQWHUHVW�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�VFLHQWLÀF�DFWLYLW\µ�DV�D�VFLHQWLÀF�
dimension of  discovery and a political dimension of  recognition for 
GLVFRYHU\��6FLHQWLÀF�)LHOG������������$GGLWLRQDOO\��ZKLOH�%RXUGLHX�VHHV�
political activity as a necessary part of  being an intellectual, he is careful 
to distinguish between such engagement as a cultural producer and full-
time politicking (Corporatism of  the Universal 1992:99-100). Political 
involvement is most effective when intellectuals have the greatest 
autonomy and thereby the greatest symbolic effectiveness in assuming a 
political position (Corporatism of  the Universal 1992:99-100). Therefore, 
it can also be asserted that certain actions by intellectuals are necessary to 
SURWHFW�VXFK�DXWRQRP\�RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��7KH�YDULRXV�RSLQLRQV�KHOG�
E\�LQWHOOHFWXDOV��GXULQJ�WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�LQ�UHJDUGV�WR�WKHLU�
perceived ideal involvement, can be understood along the aforementioned 
theoretical framings. 
� �3URIHVVRU�6WDQOH\�)LVK�IURP�WKH�(QJOLVK�'HSDUWPHQW�VWDXQFKO\�
opposes the idea of  any faculty involvement in the movement, based on 
the idea that 1) the interests of  the movement did not extend to the faculty 
2) if  faculty were interested in such political involvement, they ought to 
OHDYH�DFDGHPLD��7KXV��)LVK·V�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DQG�SHUVRQDO�RSLQLRQ�RQ�
the role of  intellectuals clash prominently with Bourdieu’s belief  that 1) 
LQWHOOHFWXDOV�FDQ�HIIHFWLYHO\�FRQYHUW�VFLHQWLÀF�FDSLWDO�WR�SROLWLFDO�FDSLWDO�
and 2) temporary alliances can form between the faculty and students 
�6\PEROLF�9LROHQFH������������
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 English professor Henry Nash Smith writes an open letter to 
students, faculty, and the administration, stating the need for faculty 
neutrality and general stance as “an ungrateful unbiased third party” (UC 
$UFKLYHV������������²�LPSO\LQJ�D�OHYHO�RI �DQWLFLSDWHG�UHVHQWPHQW�IURP�
both parties. While Bourdieu may agree with the intention of  remaining 
DXWRQRPRXV�DQG�GHWDFKHG�IURP�WKH�LQÁXHQFHV�RI �FRPSHWLQJ�LQWHUHVWV��
he would disagree with the notion that it is possible to completely shed 
one’s underlying interests in any and all actions as a third party member 
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQGLUHFWO\�LQ�D�VWUXJJOH��6FLHQWLÀF�)LHOG�����������
 Professors Louisell and Lepawsky contrast with Smith by 
recognizing the need for active participation and recognizing the faculty’s 
stake in the outcome as a means of  protecting the interests of  intellectual 
freedom above political freedom. They also acknowledge the general role 
of  political behavior as “an important part of  intelligent conduct” and 
DV�VXFK�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�´PXVW�WKHUHIRUH�EH�LQFRUSRUDWH>HG@µ��6FLHQWLÀF�
)LHOG����������ZLWKLQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��EXW�WKH\�YLHZ�WKH�DFWXDO�)UHH�6SHHFK�
0RYHPHQW�DV�D�WKUHDW�IURP�WKH�SROLWLFDO�ÀHOG�WR�LQWHOOHFWXDO�IUHHGRP��
&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH\�FORVHO\�DOLJQ�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�%RXUGLHX·V�FRQFHSW�WKDW�
intellectuals must protect their autonomy, and in this case Louisell and 
/HSDZVN\·V�MXVWLÀFDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�´DQ\�FRQÁLFW�DULVLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
and political way of  life must be resolved in favor of  the primacy of  the 
LQWHOOHFWXDO�RYHU�WKH�SROLWLFDOµ��6FLHQWLÀF�)LHOG����������
 Political science professor Wilson McWilliams and biology 
professor Leon Wofsy take a similar stance of  active participation with 
the same interest of  protecting intellectual freedom and the autonomy 
RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��+RZHYHU��0F:LOOLDPV�DQG�:RIV\�FDWHJRUL]H�WKH�
pursuit of  free speech as an issue inseparable from academic freedom. 
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH\�FRQVWUXFW�WKH�PRYHPHQW�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\�RI �
SULPDU\�LPSRUWDQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�ÀHOG�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�/RXLVHOO�DQG�
/HSDZVN\��ZKR�FKDUDFWHUL]H�WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�DV�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\�
secondary to the importance of  the intellectual way of  life. Additionally, 
McWilliam’s and Wofsy’s stance in favor of  free speech can be seen as a 
SURWHFWLRQ�RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�YDOXH�RI �IUHH�VSHHFK�DV�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�HQJDJH�
in competition for the pursuit of  universal truth. 

Stake #3: The Ideal Administration of  the University 
As discussed with the previous stake, the intellectuals have an interest 
LQ�GHÀQLQJ�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DQG�SURSHU�OLPLWV�RI �WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�WKH�GHÀQLWLRQV�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV��QRW�UHÁH[LYHO\�E\�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�WKHPVHOYHV��
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7KXV��WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�RI �GLIIHUHQW�GHÀQLWLRQV�EHORQJV�LQ�WKH�FRPSHWLWLYH�
DUHQD�RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ZRUOG�IRU�OHJLWLPDWH�ZRUOGPDNLQJ��6\PEROLF�
9LROHQFH��������������
 The stated role of  the University of  California is to pursue 
knowledge and intellectual discovery. Bourdieu would interpret the “very 
real effects” of  this self-proclaimed mission statement as the necessity 
to actualize the stated “values of  neutrality and disinterested devotion to 
WKH�SXEOLF�JRRGµ��+LVWRULFLW\�RI �5HDVRQ������������:KLOH�WKLV�TXRWDWLRQ�
originally referenced the state, the university administration is a comparable 
body of  governance and arm of  the State.
 At its founding, the State Constitution guaranteed the 
administration a level of  independence by granting “full powers of  
organization and government” (Histories and Discoveries 2015) subject 
to limited oversight by the state. Professors Louisell and Lepawsky, 
RSSRQHQWV�RI �WKH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW�GXH�WR�WKH�SHUFHLYHG�WKUHDW�
WR�WKH�DXWRQRP\�RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��DOVR�VHH�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\·V�´SULPH�
mission … in the cultivation of  the intellectual freedoms.” Allowing the 
continuation of  the movement increases the politicization of  the university 
“to a point which threatens the university’s overriding responsibility for 
WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDOL]DWLRQ�RI �$PHULFDQ�OLIHµ��8&�$UFKLYHV��������������,Q�DQ�
article published in the California Law Review shortly after the movement 
ended, Louisell expresses his fears that the concession of  university 
GLVFUHWLRQ�RYHU�IUHH�VSHHFK�ZLOO�´XQGHUPLQH�>IDFXOW\@�DXWRQRP\�E\�LQYLWLQJ�
increased intervention of  civil authorities” (Louisell 1966). Thus, Louisell 
and Lepawsky speak to both of  Bourdieu’s conceptions of  intellectuals’ 
GXWLHV�DV����SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�DXWRQRP\�RI �WKH�ÀHOG�DQG����HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WKH�
SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\�RXWVLGH�WKH�ÀHOG�IRU�LQWHOOHFWXDOL]DWLRQ��+RZHYHU��%RXUGLHX�
ZRXOG�GLVDJUHH�ZLWK�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�/RXLVHOO�DQG�/HSDZVN\�DFTXLHVFH�
the protective duties to the administration instead of  actively protecting 
LW�WKHPVHOYHV��,QVWHDG��KH�ZRXOG�DGYLVH�WKHP�WR�´XVH�WKH�VWDWH�WR�OLEHUDWH�
themselves from it” meaning that while using the state to ensure economic 
stability, they must separate economic reliance from the pure freedom of  
LQWHOOHFWXDO�LQTXLU\��&RUSRUDWLVP�RI �WKH�8QLYHUVDO������������1RWLQJ�WKH�
contemporary political context of  McCarthyism and mandatory anti-
FRPPXQLVW�OR\DOW\�RDWKV�VLJQHG�E\�IDFXOW\��WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG�ZDV�YHU\�
evidently in need of  defending itself  from such political discrimination 
H[HUFLVHG�E\�´WKH�FOXWFKHV�RI �VFLHQWLÀF�DGPLQLVWUDWRUVµ��&RUSRUDWLVP�RI �
the Universal 1992:103). 
 An opposing viewpoint on the role of  university administration 
came from Professor Wofsy, who agreed with Mario Savio’s conviction 
that administrators impede upon the activities of  a “real university” (Wofsy 
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�������7KLV�FRQWUDVWV�ZLWK�/RXLVHOO�DQG�/HSDZVN\·V�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�UROH�
of  the administration by highlighting the need for limits to their exercise 
of  power and thereby the protection of  the role of  the intellectuals as the 
pursuers of  knowledge. This criticism aligns with Bourdieu’s disapproval 
of  state bureaucratization. State bureaucratization subordinates the 
importance of  ideology to practical considerations such as employment, to 
continue to reproduce itself  as an apparatus with practical existence void 
RI �LGHRORJLFDO�´KHDUW�DQG�PLQGµ��3ROLWLFDO�)LHOG������������

',6&866,21�$1'�&21&/86,21�
� ,Q�RXU�ÀQDO�DQDO\VLV�ZH�XVH�D�IUDPH�RI �WZR�%RXUGLHXVLDQ�
interpretations to understand opposing stances that intellectuals held in the 
)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW��7KH�ÀUVW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�LV�RI �%RXUGLHX·V�UHPDUN�
that the intellectuals should “use the state to liberate themselves from it” 
(Corporatism of  the Universal 1992:105). Louisell and Lepawsky interpret 
WKLV�LGHD�WR�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�RUGHU��SUH�)UHH�6SHHFK�0RYHPHQW��
DOUHDG\�DGHTXDWHO\�OLPLWV�VWDWH�LQWHUIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI �EHLQJ�VXEMHFW�WR�
civil regulations like the rest of  society. This is based on the understanding 
that courts “place special trust in institutions of  higher learning” (UC 
$UFKLYHV�������������,QYLWLQJ�IRUPDO�OHJDO�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�E\�VHWWOLQJ�WKH�
PDWWHU�LQ�FRXUWV�H[SRVHV�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�ÀHOG�WR�XQGXH�LQÁXHQFHV�DQG�
thereby threatens the autonomy of  the university. Louisell and Lepawsky 
DOVR�VHH�WKH�QHHG�WR�´SUHVHUY>H@�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�DV�DQ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�VDQFWXDU\µ�
WR�SUHVHUYH�WKH�DXWRQRP\�RI �WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDOV��/HSDZVN\��������,Q�FRQWUDVW�
to Louisell, who presupposes that there is no violation of  the freedom 
of  speech (UC Archives 1964-1985),  the Departments of  History and 
Anthropology evaluate the situation as a clear encroachment of  such 
freedom based on existing Supreme Court decisions. Thus, they interpret 
WKH�VDPH�TXRWH��WR�´XVH�WKH�VWDWH�WR�OLEHUDWH�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�LW�µ�WR�PHDQ�
that the existing order is already an infringement upon the autonomy of  
LQWHOOHFWXDOV��&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH\�GUDZ�XSRQ�WKH�SXUSRUWHG�YDOXHV�RI �WKH�
founding state as interpreted by the Constitution and decisions of  the 
6XSUHPH�&RXUW�WR�GHIHQG�DJDLQVW�WKH�XQGXH�LQÁXHQFHV�RI �WKH�DUP�RI �
WKH�VWDWH��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��LQ�HIIRUWV�WR�SXUJH�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�ÀHOG�RI �VXFK�
external censorship. 
� 7KH�VHFRQG�DQDO\VLV�LQYROYHV�%RXUGLHX·V�JHQHUDO�UHTXLUHPHQW�
for intellectuals to defend the interests of  their members by protecting 
WKH�DXWRQRP\�RI �WKH�ÀHOG��7KH�SRLQW�RI �FRQWHQWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�LQYROYHV�
whether or not faculty feel that it is necessary to defend the interests of  
VWXGHQWV�DV�SRWHQWLDO�PHPEHUV�RI �WKH�ÀHOG��3URIHVVRU�)LVK��H[SUHVVHV�KLV�
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incomprehension with why some of  his colleagues “would self-identify 
ZLWK�>VWXGHQWV@�ZKRVH�LQWHUHVWV�ZHUH�QRW�WKHLU�RZQ�µ��2UDO�+LVWRU\�3URMHFW�
��������:KLOH�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�)LVK�VWLOO�FRQFHLYHV�RI �VWXGHQWV�DV�´SRWHQWLDO�
PHPEHUVµ�RI �WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��KH�FOHDUO\�GRHV�QRW�HTXDWH�IDFXOW\�LQWHUHVWV�
with student interests, and may be understood as defending the interests 
of  the members “only in so far as they also serve themselves while serving 
RWKHUVµ��3ROLWLFDO�)LHOG������������:RIV\�DQG�0F:LOOLDPV��KRZHYHU��WDNH�
D�VWDQFH�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�)LVK�DQG�VXSSRUW�WKH�PRYHPHQW�DORQJVLGH�WKH�
students, drawing on a passionate intellectual solidarity, as opposed to 
SROLWLFDO�MXVWLÀFDWLRQ�E\�WKH�GHSDUWPHQWV��7KLV�DOWHUQDWLYH�VWDQFH�LQWHUSUHWV�
%RXUGLHX·V�JHQHUDO�UHTXLUHPHQW�DV�QHFHVVDULO\�H[WHQGDEOH�WR�VWXGHQWV�DV�
SRWHQWLDO�HQWUDQWV�LQWR�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�ÀHOG��
 While it may appear problematic that contrasting faculty actions 
FDQ�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�MXVWLÀHG�E\�WKH�YHU\�VDPH�%RXUGLHXVLDQ�IUDPHZRUN��
Bourdieu himself might attribute these divergences to the struggles that 
arise between faculty who have differing interests to establish the legitimate 
PHWKRG�RI �SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI �DXWRQRP\�RI �VFLHQWLÀF�SXUVXLWV��
This particular idea leads to innumerable possibilities to further contribute 
to the discussion brought about by this paper through an understanding of  
how the positions occupied by these intellectuals relates to their positions 
held regarding the movement. While exploring this relationship of  position 
DQG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�EHQHÀWV�RI �UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�RI �VFLHQWLÀF�GLVFRYHU\��ZDV�
well beyond the scope of  this paper, we believe it to be a matter worthy of  
pursuit.
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´)RU�PH�IUHH�VSHHFK�ZDV�QRW�D�WDFWLF��QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�ZLQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�����
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